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17th June 2020 

 
 
Dear New Parents/ Carers 
 
RE: the wider opening of PMS to other young people and transition opportunities. ‘PMS Festival of Hope’ 
 
I hope that you are all safe and well at this very difficult time? We are currently creating history on a day by 
day basis which can feel quite surreal at times.  
 
Here at PMS, school has stayed open throughout the whole period including school and bank holidays for 
Key Worker and Vulnerable children. We also opened up as PMS ‘Pod school’ inviting Y6 to have extra Pods 
on the first of June in addition to our two Key Worker Pods. This has gone extremely well and it has been 
lovely to see the children and staff so happy, socialising (safely) and learning.  
 
However, sadly the vast majority of our youngsters are stuck at home. Some will undoubtedly be doing 
loads of work quite happily but many others (and their families) will be starting to really feel the strain and 
the stress with the uncertainty that we as a nation, are possibly feeling right now. Although, on a positive 
note I am very happy to hear the news of successful trials and the reversed decision regarding free school 
meals. It is great to have some good news.  
 
Our students at our middle school are particularly vulnerable to suffering through this lockdown as there is 
now some medical evidence to suggest that this time is negatively affecting the brain development of 
adolescents, which includes children from age 10 upwards. Therefore, we need to get more of our young 
people in but in a very SAFE and manageable way for all of us in our PMS Family and new Family members.  
Therefore, from week beginning Monday 29th June we will be inviting other year groups to outdoor lessons 
on different afternoons of the week, on our amazing school field. This is to be launched as ‘PMS Festival of 
Hope’. Our Y6 and Key worker groups will continue to learn inside for two weeks and then just Key worker/ 
vulnerable in the last week of term.   
 
More details will follow next week but I thought this would help you all with your planning and hopefully 
reassure and excite your child about their start to middle school.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.penkvalley.co.uk/


Y4’s moving into Y5. 
 
On Monday 29th June Y4 from all schools are invited to a Teddy Bears Picnic with one parent/ carer on our 
school field, socially distanced in groups of 15 or fewer in different areas of the field. This will be from 1pm – 
2.30pm. They will be able to enjoy a story and get to hear more about our school Communication Strategy 
from our Leadership Team.  
 
On Monday 6th July Y4 will again be invited to school, this time without their parent (you can say goodbyes 
at the school gates). During this session they will get to meet their new classteacher (if possible) and again 
do some fun learning and find out more about their new classmates and the school in a fun way.  
 
On Thursday 9th July we will be running a live virtual information evening that you will be able to view 
through our VLE (virtual learning environment). This will also include some information regarding uniform. 
This will also be for parents/ carers of students joining in other years. The link for this evening will be on our 
school website and Facebook for you to click and join prior to the evening.  
 
For students joining us in other years: 
 
On Wednesday 1st July Y5 existing and new (Y6 September) will be invited onto the school field 1pm-3pm for 
our PMS Festival of Hope. They will work in small groups of 15 or smaller across the school field. This will be 
the same for Wednesday 8th and 15th July. Led by staff from the front using a PA system.  
 
On Thursday 2nd July Y7 existing and new (Y8 September) will be invited onto the school field 1pm-3pm for 
our PMS Festival of Hope. They will work in small groups of 15 or smaller across the school field. This will be 
the same for Thursday 9th and 16th July. Led by staff from the front using a PA system. 
 
On Monday 13th July there will be a chance for all Y6 to come together existing and new (next year’s Y7) to 
experience the PMS Festival of Hope from 1pm-3pm. Again split into groups.  
 
Temperatures will be taken on arrival by Leadership staff wearing PPE and there will be a set of portable 
toilets with an on-site cleaner. Full details will be sent out next week but please note the dress code is 
festival wear.  
 
To help us with our planning we ask you to complete the attached on-line survey by 9am on Monday 22nd 
June to indicate whether you/ your child wish to attend.  
 
https://bit.ly/2AL4N4H 
 
Best wishes to you all  
 
I look forward to seeing all of our new children at the PMS Festival of Hope.  
 
Natalie Frost x 
  
 


