
  Week 1                                            You can learn something new every day if you listen. 

 
 

26th May 2017 
Dates for your diary    

26th May 

5th June 

29th June  

12th July 

13th July 

18th July 

21st July 

 

   

3.30pm Finish for Half Term. 

Inset Day. Pupils in Tuesday 6th June. 
Sports Day 
Year 8 Girls’ Immunisation. 
Transition Day. Y8 pupils to Wolgarston 
Year 8 Leavers’ Evening. 
1.00pm Finish end of term. (24th & 25th July Inset Days). 

 

 

Star Pupil of the Week   

Week Beginning 15th May 2017    

Year 5    Year 6    
George Carless 5JB  Dan Hughes 6SB  

George Dyke 5LM  Callum Brassington 6AP  

James Millard 5CWK  Faith Kettle 6LK  

Chloe Barnsley 5SC  Jack Allan 6CA  

Year 7    Year 8    

Nathanael Yerbury 7LW  Elliot Smith 8SH 

Alisha Maclaughlin  7EN  Anna Edwards 8SS  

Nathan Batley 7JW  Joshua Hickman 8RC  

Lucy Harman 7KM  Harvey Barber 8CWT  

 

 

Pupil and family achievements               

Well done and thank you to our amazing musicians Lewis Sharpe, Ashley Giles, Joe Griffin, Erin Morris, Ellie Swift, Beth 

Jones and Joshua Hickman and Mr Mason who put on such a great show last Friday. The music was entertaining but also 

raised the profile of the illness ME. Thank you to all parents that sent in a donation. We raised £227.56 for the 

registered charity ‘Invest in ME’. Well done also goes to Maddie Ross who this week ran a raffle to further raise 

awareness and raise funds for a different ME charity. 

Well done to Kirsty Hughes who has been successful in being selected for the Staffordshire U13s girl’s cricket 

development squad.   

 



For all pupils 

We have reached the end of this short but very busy half term. Well done to Y5, 6 and 7 who have now completed key 

assessments this half term. Y8 will have their transfer GL tests straight after half term. We are now starting to compile 

end of year reports, which students in all years will receive during the last few weeks of term.  

Today in assembly students have been reminded of sun safety and other safety when being out and about. After half 

term students should ensure that they have a water bottle as normal but should also have sun-cream and a hat, if the 

weather gets hotter. 

Teachers and Support Staff will be returning to school on Monday 5th June to continue their important work on Visible 

Learning on their INSET day. Students return to school on Tuesday 6th June. We wish all of our students and their 

families a happy half term. Let’s hope for good weather. 

 

 

Student Absence Line 

Please can we politely remind all parents to phone us if your child is absent from school due to illness, on the morning of 

the absence? It is time consuming to contact parents to check when we haven’t had a message and if we cannot contact 

you, we cannot be sure whether children are ill or haven’t turned up to school for another reason that you are unaware 

of. Many thanks to the parents that follow this procedure. Our number is 01785 413400. 

 

 

Kitchen 

As from Tuesday 6th June we will be using the Summer Menu.  Please see menus below.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

E-safety evening 

On the 7th June at 7pm we will be holding an e-safety information evening here at PMS. The evening will be open to 

parents of children in all years as well as parents from other schools in the Penk Valley Federation. The evening will be 

run by PC Ruth Fitter and Mr Meredith, our Head of Computing. The more parents that attend, the more likely we can 

keep all of our children safe on-line. Please attend if you can.  

Please fill out and return the slip if you are able to attend. Alternatively let us know by telephone by ringing 01785 

413400. The evening will last for 1 ½ hours and is not suitable for children to come to. 

 

E-Safety evening 

Name of student             _______________________          Class _______________________ 

I will be attending the e-safety evening on 7th June at 7pm. 

Signed         ______________________  Parent/Carer 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 6 Pupils only 

West Midland Safari Park 

On Tuesday the 18th of July, Year 6 will be visiting West Midland Safari Park. The children will be travelling by coach and 

departure will be at 9am from Penkridge Middle School. Pupils will be arriving back for 4pm. The cost of the trip will be 

£24. This price will include the coach travel, entrance to the Safari Park and entrance to the theme park rides. Payment 

for the trip is required by Monday 12th June. We will not be able to accept any payments after this date as the booking 

will have been confirmed.  

 

Please note: 

 Children will be allowed to wear non-uniform clothes for the trip. 

 Children may bring pocket money to spend in the gift shop (time permitting). The maximum pocket money 
permitted is £10.  

 The journey to the Safari Park is approximately one hour. Please make sure that your child takes any necessary 
medication for travel sickness before the school day or upon arrival at school.  

 Children will need to dress appropriately for the weather as the trip will be predominantly outdoors. Children 
must bring hats, sun cream or raincoats depending on the weather forecast. 

 

This is a fantastic opportunity for the pupils of Year 6 to celebrate the end of their SATS examinations and enjoy 

spending time with their friends in a fun and exciting environment.  

 

Please complete and return the enclosed permission slip, and make payment, by Monday 12th June. 

 

Many thanks, 

Mrs Kemble 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Y6 West Midland Safari Park Trip 18th July 2017 

 

I …………………………………………………….…………………….... give permission for 

………………………………………………………….…………………………………. in class ………………………………. to attend the visit to West 

Midland Safari Park on Tuesday 18th July 2017. 

Collection at the end of the day 

Upon return to Penkridge Middle School, my child shall be: 

 

Collected    Walking home 

 

Please state who will be collecting your child: ……………………………………………………….. 

 

Lunch 

I shall provide my child with a packed lunch  

 

My child will require a packed lunch provided by the school 

 

Medication 

If your child has any medical needs or if they will require any medication at all during the day of their trip please indicate 

this in the space below. Medication must be brought to school on the morning of the trip, fully labelled with the child’s 

name and instructions for dosage and provision.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Payment 

The cost of the trip is £24 

 

Payment will be made by: 

 

Cash enclosed    Parent Pay 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 8 only 

 

Visit to Alton Towers  

On Thursday 20th July, we will be taking Year 8 pupils to Alton Towers as a reward for their hard work throughout the 

year.  Pupils will need to arrive at school as normal but will return to school at approximately 6.00 pm (depending on 

traffic).  The cost of this trip will be £27.50. All pupils should bring with them a packed lunch and a drink or, if they 

prefer, they can purchase food on site (though food prices tend to be high).  School uniform is not required but pupils 

should be suitably and sensibly dressed and be mindful of the weather conditions. 

Your child should bring with them a high factor sun cream and a hat, in line with our school policy relating to care in the 

sun. 

On this occasion, pupils can also bring their mobile ‘phone with them to contact each other in the theme park and for us 

to contact them, if necessary.  If they do bring their ‘phone, we will ask for their number just for use on that day for 

safeguarding purposes. Numbers will be shredded afterwards.  Please note, though, that school cannot be responsible 

for loss or damage to ‘phones which are brought along on the day. It is the responsibility of individual children to take 

care of their ‘phone and other belongings. 

Staff will be available to the pupils during the day either by phone or at the designated meeting point.  The pupils are 

reminded they must follow all safety guidance for each ride and their movement around the site. 

Children will be informed that if they do not show a positive attitude in lessons and around school during this term, then 

they will not be allowed to go on the trip.  The school’s decision on this will be final and no discussion will be entered 

into. 

Please make payment for the visit via Parent Pay by Friday 16th June 2017 if your child is attending the trip. 

Please also let us know if your child has a current Merlin pass prior to making any payment.  

Please also note that we will not be able to buy tickets for pupils who have not paid by this date and they will, 

therefore, not be able to go on the trip. 

 

Mr D Hodson 

Key Stage 3 Leader 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Alton Towers - Thursday 20th July 2017 

Name………………………………………………………… Class……………. 

I give permission for my child to go to Alton Towers on Thursday 20th July 2017. 

I understand that school cannot be responsible for damage/loss to mobile phones and that my child is responsible for 

their possessions on the day. 

 Signed……………………………………………………. Parent/Carer 

  



 

WEEK 2 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

MAIN MEAL 

Cheese & Tomato 

Pizza 

& Salad 

Sweet & Sour 

Chicken & Rice 

 

Roast Beef Dinner 

With Potatoes & Gravy 

Cheese Burger 

 

Battered Fillet Of 

Fish With Chips 

 

 

VEGETARIAN 

MAIN 

Vegetable Sausages 

With Mash & Gravy 

 

Cheese & Potato Pie 
Veggie Bean Burger & 

Wedges 

Vegetable Spaghetti 

Bolognaise 

 

Vegetable Burger 

& Chips  

GRAB AND GO 
Pepperoni Melt 

Panini  

Chicken Nuggets & 

Potato Waffles 

Tuna & Cheese Melt 

Panini 
Ham & Cheese Panini 

Cheese & Tuna 

Wrap 

SIDES 

Sweetcorn & 

Carrots 

Jacket Potatoes 

Broccoli & Garden 

Peas 

Jacket Potatoes 

Carrots & Cauliflower 

Jacket Potatoes 

Baked Beans & 

Sweetcorn 

Jacket Potatoes 

Baked Beans & 

Garden Peas 

 Jacket Potatoes 

 

DESSERT 

Chocolate Cake & 

Custard 

 

Cornflake Cake 

Strawberry Trifle 

 

Chocolate 

Shortbread 

Flapjacks 

 

Vanilla Muffins 

Jam Paris Sandwich 

 

Marble Cake & 

Custard 

Monster Cookies  

 

Fruit  

WEEK 1 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

MAIN MEAL 

Chicken Korma & 

Rice 

Pizza & Potato 

Wedges 

Mediterranean 

Chicken & 

Sweetcorn Pie With 

Mash 

 

Roast Pork Dinner 

Sweet & Sour Chicken 

With Rice 

Cottage Pie 

 

Golden Fish 

Fingers With 

Chips 

 

 VEGETARIAN 

    MAIN 

Salmon & Veg 

Pasta Bake 

 

Vegetable 

Bolognaise 

Quorn Sausages with 

Roast Potatoes & 

Gravy 

Cheddar Cheese 

Quiche & Potato 

Wedges  

 

Macaroni Cheese 

GRAB AND GO 
Chicken Tikka 

Panini  
Bacon Bloomer Pizza Melt Panni 

Ham & Cheese 

Panini 
Ham Salad Wrap 

     SIDES 
Peas & Carrots 

Jacket Potatoes 

Broccoli & 

Sweetcorn 

Jacket Potatoes 

Carrots & Cauliflower 

Jacket Potatoes 

Peas & Sweetcorn 

Jacket Potatoes 

Baked Beans & 

Garden Peas 

 Jacket Potatoes 

 

DESSERT 

Apple Crumble & 

Custard 

Shortbread 

Jelly & Fruit 

Giant Cookies 

Steamed Syrup 

Sponge & Custard 

Flapjack 

Muffins 

 

Melting Moments 

Iced Chocolate 

Sponge  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK 3 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

MAIN MEAL 

Sausages, Mash & 

Gravy 

 

Chicken Balti & 

Steamed Rice 

Shepherd’s Pie 

 

Roast Turkey Dinner 

With Creamed 

Potatoes & Gravy 

All Day Breakfast 

 

Beef Lasagne & 

Garlic Bread 

 

Golden Fish 

Goujons With 

Chips 

 

 

 

VEGETARIAN 

MAIN 

Cheese & Potato 

Pie 

 

Pizza Wedge 
Cheese Quiche With 

½ Jacket Potato 

Omelette & Salad 

 

Vegetable 

Sausages & Chips  

GRAB AND GO BBQ Chicken Wrap  
Chicken & Bacon 

Panini 

Tuna & Cheese Melt 

Panini 
Bacon Sandwich Chicken Burger 

SIDES 

Garden Peas & 

Baked Beans 

Jacket Potatoes 

Carrots & 

Sweetcorn 

Jacket Potatoes 

Broccoli & Carrots 

Jacket Potatoes 

Baked Beans & 

Sweetcorn 

Jacket Potatoes 

Carrots & Garden 

Peas 

 Jacket Potatoes 

 

DESSERT 

Rice Krispy Crunch 

 

Jelly 

Peach Crumble  

 

Muffins 

Steamed Chocolate 

Sponge  

& Chocolate Sauce 

 

Shortbread Finger’s 

Chocolate Crunch 

 

Lemon Drizzle Cake 

Monster Cookies  

 

Fruit  



PE Department 

We would like to inform you of a change to the learning activities after half-term. We will be beginning our ‘Summer 2’ 

schemes of learning in both KS2 and KS3. Due to the shorter term after Easter, athletics may continue for some classes 

the first week back. However, after this, we aim to lead learning in striking and fielding and net games. 

All students are required to bring their PE kit and trainers suitable for use on the field and/or playground. Please bear in 

mind that we are experiencing warmer temperatures and your child’s white top will be required. Teaching staff will tell 

the students to exchange their red tops (boys) and black tops (girls) for their white ones, if they deem it necessary. This 

is a matter of safety in extremely warm temperatures. Thank you. 

Kit required: White top, plain black shorts, red or white socks and suitable trainers.  

As you will be aware, students who forget kit 3 times in a half-term have a lunchtime detention. However, due to an 

increase in the number of KS2 students forgetting part of or all of their kit, students will now be placed into detention 

each time they forget. Although this sounds harsh, students forgetting their kit do disrupt the start of the PE lesson and 

delay the learning for the majority of the students. Thank you for your continued support in supporting your child’s kit 

requirements.  

Useful things to know: 
 

 Please ensure that you take appropriate steps to protect your child from sun exposure during their PE lessons, 
extra-curricular clubs and any fixtures/events that the PE department participate in.  

 Your child will be able to participate fully in a lesson if they have all the kit required for the activity.  

 In the event of your child abstaining from PE, a separate note must be provided and signed by the parent/carer. 
They must also change into their kit and take an alternative role in the lesson. Thank you for your cooperation 
and continued support in this process. 

 It is important that your child wears the appropriate top for the weather (i.e. red top/black sweater - cold days, 
white top –warm days) 

 Pupils with long hair must have it tied back.  

 For safety reasons, ear studs, watches and charity/friendship bands are to be removed at the beginning of PE 
lessons and when participating in any other physical activity.  

 If your child wants to have his/her ear pierced, then we would suggest the start of the summer holidays so that 
it can be removed for PE lessons when they start back in September.  

 If you choose to have the ear/s pierced at any other time then the parent of the child should supply him/her 
with something to cover them during the lesson. Please note that your child will be unable to participate in 
activities where the piercing poses a risk even if it is covered up (e.g. football/hockey). 

 Please encourage your child to keep their nails short, especially in games like basketball/netball. 

 Aerosols/deodorant aerosols are not allowed in PE/School. 

 Please encourage your child to be hygienic and not to wear their kit under their uniform before or after the 
lesson.  

 Please encourage your child to be organised with their uniform and kit at the beginning and end of lessons and 
to name every item, as our lost property area becomes full within two weeks of the new term. 

 Some students have tried to use school shoes as PE trainers. If they are school ‘shoes’ then they are not 
‘trainers’. Therefore, they are neither suitable nor safe for PE. 

 If your son/daughter requires an inhaler for asthma, then please support us in making sure they have it in school 
and are actively encouraged to bring it to their PE lesson.  

 If you have any questions/issues about kit or the above points then please contact the PE department on 01785 
413400. 

Summer 2 - new modules of activities based on:  

Year 5 Boys and Girls – Cricket (Tues P3 only) 

Year 5 Boys – Cricket    Year 5 Girls – Tennis 

Year 6 Boys – Tennis    Year 6 Girls – Rounders  

Year 7 Boys – Tennis     Year 7 Girls – Rounders  

Year 8 Boys – Cricket                   Year 8 Girls – Tennis  

 



Extra-curricular timetable (starting week beginning Tuesday 6th June 2017)  

There’s a lot going on, so come on…get involved and have some fun! 

Please note: Apart from Sandra’s dance club, fencing and archery after school, all clubs are FREE! 

 

Please note that Tennis will also be available at lunchtimes. All students will have to book a tennis court with Mr Sutton 

during morning registration of the day they want it (no advance bookings will be taken). We will have 6 courts and 

bookings will be on a ‘first come, first serve’ basis. All students must wear trainers. Students do not have to change into 

kit. 

Important events coming up: 

Tuesday 6th June – Y7/Y8 Athletics trials @ Rowley Park (4:00pm-6:00pm) 

Wednesday 7th June – Rescheduled Y5/6 Cross Country finals @ Penkridge        Middle (4:00pm-5:30pm) 

Thursday 6th June – Y7/Y8 Athletics trials @ Rowley Park (4:00pm-6:00pm) 

Tuesday 13th June – Y5 Fencing Club (5 sessions - every Tuesday 3:30pm-4:30pm) 

Wednesday 14th June – Y6 Archery Club (5 sessions – every Wednesday 3:30pm- 4:30pm) 

Wednesday 14th June – Y5 Athletics finals @ Rowley Park (4:00pm – 6:00pm) 

Thursday 15th June – Y7/Y8 Athletics finals @ Rowley Park (1:30pm-6:00pm) 

Wednesday 21st June – Y6 Athletics finals @ Rowley Park (4:00pm-6:00pm) 

Thursday 29th June – Sports Day 9:30am-12:30pm (Track events in the morning only– parents and families welcome – 

please see slip below) 

Friday 30th June – Reserve Sports Day (cancellation of Thursday will be via text message) 

Other sporting events will be happening, but are not yet confirmed. Thank you. 

 

To help us with our organisation, we would appreciate it if you could please complete this slip if you will be coming to 

spectate at our Sports Day on Thursday 29th June. Please return this form to the school office. 

How many of you will be spectating?   ______ 

How many of you will be purchasing drinks/food from our canteen?  ______ 

My son/daughter’s name is ________________________ Class _________ 

Signed _____________________ 

TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

BEFORE SCHOOL 

8:15-8:40am 

No clubs Table Tennis No clubs No clubs No Clubs 

Breakfast club Breakfast 8:30am Until  8:45am daily 

LUNCHTIME 

12:30-1:00PM 

All years 

Athletics (Track 

only) 

 

All years 

Athletics 

Y5 Boys & Girls 

Cricket 

All years Athletics 

 

All years Athletics  

 

Y6 Boys & Girls 

Cricket 

All years 

Athletics 

KS3 High Jump 

indoors 

AFTER SCHOOL  

3:30 – 4:30PM 

No clubs  Y5 Fencing Club Y6 Archery club All years Dance 

(S.Woollett) 

No clubs 



 

I am delighted to report that this year’s visit to France was a great success.  Apart from some glitches with technology 

and the poor internet connection at the Château, which meant that I was unable to provide the blog that I had planned, 

all went smoothly. Fifty-one excited Year 8 students and six staff set off from school at 6.15am on Monday for the 

Château du Broutel in the Somme département of Northern France. We made really good time to Dover and managed 

to catch an earlier ferry, arriving at the Château at 4pm, an hour earlier than scheduled. The return journey back to 

Penkridge on Friday was also trouble free and we arrived back at school on time at 9.30pm, very tired but having had a 

wonderful week. 

   

The weather was fortunately dry for most of our stay, although it was really quite cold. The children were grateful to 

have the camp fire to huddle around on the first evening. The next day was the busiest day on our itinerary, starting 

with a drive to the small town of Berck and a demonstration at the artisan sweet shop there.  We then travelled on to a 

snail farm and a chocolate factory. Tuesday was certainly a foodie day! 

    

To continue the food theme (well we were in France!), Wednesday morning started with a demonstration from the 

Château’s own chef on how to make real, French mayonnaise. The children then split into groups to compete to make 

the best mayonnaise. We then walked into the nearby small town of Rue, to take part in a Treasure Hunt around the 

town. We spent the afternoon at the Château, enjoying some of the activities offered by the centre, including Archery, 

Abseiling, Zip Wire, Fencing and Crow’s Nest. The latter was a new activity for us, but it proved very popular with the 

children, as it involved teams competing against each other to build towers out of crates, while being suspended on a 

wire.   

Year 8 Have Fun in France! 

24th—28th April 2017 

  

  

 



   

Beautiful sunshine on Thursday meant that, after our visit to the lovely market, we were able to enjoy a picnic lunch on 

the beach in le Touquet. It was wonderful to watch the children building sandcastles, burying each other in the sand, 

turning cartwheels and racing against each other. We went on to have a fabulous, fun afternoon at Aqualud, the indoor 

water park. Aqualud was unusually quiet that afternoon, so we virtually had the place to ourselves and there were no 

queues for the waterslides. Our evening activity was Tracking and Camouflage, which was enormous fun – mud on the 

face, leaves in the hair and tracking each other in the woods in the Château grounds. The general consensus among the 

students was that Thursday was definitely the best day of the trip. 

   

On Friday we were up early and said “au revoir” to the Château du Broutel at 8.30am and headed off to visit the World 

War I Cemetery in Étaples. Our students were very respectful and reflective there, walking around the gravestones and 

checking the books of records for any possible distant relatives among the fallen. On our journey from Étaples to Calais, 

we had one last stop at an artisan, wood fired bakery, where the children had a go at making croissants. From there, we 

headed home.  

   

During the course of the week the children learnt a great deal about French culture in visits to the sweet shop, snail 

farm, chocolate factory, bakery and to the local towns and markets. Naturally, they had lots of opportunities to hear 

and practise speaking French in the shops and cafés. As their French teachers, Mrs Tyler and I were delighted that the 

children made a real effort to use their language skills. We definitely have some very talented linguists amongst the Year 

8 students and we spotted a few potential interpreters of the future!  

 



The success of the visit was largely due to the exemplary conduct of the Year 8 students who accompanied us this year. 

Their behaviour, co-operation and manners throughout the whole visit were superb and were not only praised by the 

instructors at the Château, but also by fellow passengers on the ferry, who approached staff to tell us what a lovely, 

polite group of children we were accompanying. They were excellent ambassadors for Penkridge Middle School in 

particular, but also for British young people as a whole. They were truly a credit to both their families and the school.  

Since our return I have thanked the children in school for their excellent conduct but would like to take this opportunity 

to do so again. I would also like to thank the six members of staff, who accompanied the students and me to France, for 

their invaluable support prior to, and during the visit. Without such a brilliant team of staff around me, I would not be 

able to run the visit. The staff this year were Mrs Tyler, Mr Sutton, Miss Barnes, Mr Hodson and Mrs Watts.  

The Year 8 children who went to France are now able to obtain copies of the photos taken during the visit from school. I 

will also be asking a few volunteers to present an account of the visit and tell the whole school all about their 

experiences of France in an assembly in the next few weeks.   

Mme. Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


