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We are very excited about our up and coming special curriculum day for all of our students next Thursday (13th 

February). 

Y8 will be treated to a day focussed around Careers, led by Jackie Flint, who is a very experienced independent 

Careers Adviser. Students can either come in school uniform or alternatively they can come dressed as an employee 

for a job of their choice. There will be prizes for the best costumes and we hope that all of our Y8 students join in the 

fun of dressing up, whether they just borrow their dad’s tie or dress up as a zoo keeper; it is up to them to decide! 

There is a £1 fee to dress up. This money will go towards the cost of booking in Jackie.  

Y7 will have an equally exciting day as they will be developing their Oracy skills with the team from Talk the Talk; 

please see the article enclosed.  

Y5 & 6 students will also be working on developing their Oracy skills whilst studying about Global Goal 13, Climate 

Action throughout the day. Y5 will be focussing on Plastic Pollution in the Ocean and Y6 will be focussing on 

Bushfires in Australia and Global Warming.  

The day will be an exciting end to this half term so that students can have a good week’s rest ready to come back in 

on Monday 24th February. 

Please remember that Friday 14th February is an INSET day for students. Staff will be joining staff from other schools 

in the Collaboration to develop and re-design the curriculum from 2-19.  

Last week, our very enthusiastic and studious Year 6 students visited Quarry Bank Mill to support their work in 

history and English. I was delighted to hear that all of the students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the visit. I was 

further heartened by the praise received from the center, acknowledging the lovely group of students they had 

welcomed to Quarry Bank Mill. It came as no surprise that these students acted as fine role models and ambassadors 

for the school. I hope that the visit inspired Year 6 and stirred their curiosity of the Industrial Revolution. We look 

forward to seeing you use this experience to support your learning and thank all parents and carers who contributed 

towards this wonderful experience. 

Best Wishes, 

Mr Cole 

 

IT’S NOT WHAT HAPPENS TO YOU, 
BUT HOW YOU REACT TO IT THAT MATTERS 



L’hebdo  07/02/2020 

 

Could you please ensure that any containers that are sent in for pupil’s lunches or to bring cooking 

home in are always plastic.  Please do not send your child with glass containers. 

  

…

11th February  (am) Dance rehearsal at WHS for students in Mrs Woolletts dance club 

11th February  (1800-1930) Dance performance at Wolgarston High School 

12th February  Y5 Parents Evening 

13th February Y7 Talk the Talk, Y8 Careers day, Y5 & 6 Global Goals day. 

14th February  School closed for inset day 

27th February  Y6 Parents Evening 

5th March  World Book Day 

12th March  Y8 Parents Evening 

16-17th March  Y5 Bikeability  

18th March  Y7 visit to Wolseley Centre  - 7LW and 7RCT 

19th March  Y7 visit to Wolseley Centre  - 7JWD and 7KM 

27th March PTFA Family Quiz Night 

2nd April PTFA KS2/3 Disco 

3rd April  School closes for Easter Break 

20th April  School opens for Summer Term 

27th April – 1st May Y8 France Trip  

8th May  Bank Holiday 

It’s week 4 of What’s in a Word! There have been some amazing entries this 

week. Well done!!CONGRATULATIONS goes to Abbe T in Year 5 for her 

brilliant list of ‘scope’ words! She will be entered into our prize draw at 

Easter. This week’s root word is.. pedes (meaning foot) 

Have a look at this ‘Wagoll’ to get you started…. 

Equi- comes from the Latin meaning even/level/same. 

equate, equal…….. ……..(just remember that the words you come up with have to have a connection with the root. 

The word equine, for example, is not suitable as this word refers back to the Latin word for horse. 

Entries need to be handed in by Tuesday afternoon. There will be a box in the office where you can post your entry or 

e-mail entries to Whats-in-a-word@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk please! 

(Do remember to include the name and class of the child who is attending school.) 

Name and class:…………………………………………………………………. 

Root: pede  from the Latin meaning 

…………………………………………...………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

mailto:Whats-in-a-word@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk
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On 13th February Year 7 will be working with Talk the Talk, we would kindly ask that parents 

make a £10 voluntary donation via Parentpay toward the cost of this very valuable workshop, 

due to the timescale we would ask that payment be made by 3rd April.   

Thank you. 
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Sportshall athletics (Year 7 & 8) 

On Monday 27th January, year 7 and year 8 athletes participated in the annual Sportshall athletics district 

competition. Penkridge Middle went with a strong team and were hopeful in achieving a good result. For 

those of you unfamiliar with Sportshall athletics, athletes participate in a range of short and medium 

distance runs; some of which include obstacles such as hurdles, ladders and speed bounce mats. The 

other part of this competition is based on jumping and putting (pushing a heavy ball as far as the athlete 

can). From this, students were selected for the events they showed success in in their PE lessons previous. 

Of course, we have an excellent pool of athletes to choose from and Mrs Harwood and myself always find it 

difficult to choose a team. 

We arrived at the event and we were one of 5 schools in the competition. We set up our base and the boys 

started to check their events and started to get themselves physically and mentally prepared. Although 

some said they were nervous, it was natural for any competitive event to feel this way. The events got 

under way and the support from each school was tremendous, cheering and praising fellow peers and 

other school athletes along the way. Our athletes quickly realised that competition was fierce and that we 

needed to step up a gear. The results were coming in quickly. Strengths in a lot of the jumps and shot putt 

was always going to be a good start to gaining points. The races positions were mixed and because 2 

heats were being run, fastest finish was a difficult one to judge.  

One thing was for sure, whatever the result, the KS3 boys and girls did us proud, once again and they 

deserve congratulations for their efforts and their determination in this competition. Well done to all! 

 Mr Sutton 

Year 7 Girls     Year 7 Boys  

1 Codsall 141    1 Codsall 147 

2 Penkridge 140    2 Perton 126 

3 Brewood 117    3 Penkridge 115 (1 x first place)  

4 Perton 112    4 Brewood 115 

5 Bilbrook 87    5 Bilbrook 90  

Year 8 Girls     Year 8 Boys  

1 Perton 131     1Perton 130  

2 Brewood 127    2 Penkridge 127 ( 3 x First places )  

3 Penkridge 126   3 Brewood 127 ( 1x first place )  

4 Codsall 120     4 Codsall 118 

5 Bilbrook 88     5 Bilbrook 94  
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County Cross Country Championships 

It was on Saturday morning on the first day of February that Rhianna Shackleton and Farleigh Spencer 

travelled up to Cheshire to attend the annual County cross country race at Betley Court Farm, Betley. 

These two talented runners qualified for this event back in October/November when running in the district 

final at Stafford Grammar School. They achieved a top ten finish there and were obvious contenders to run 

against the other top 10 runners across the County. 

The competition was over 3km and involved a course that was going to be challenging. These two girls did 

a fantastic job and Rhianna passed the finish line in 24th and closely behaving her was Farleigh in 35th. 

What a great achievement and on a Saturday! Well done girls! 

for week 27th –31st January 2020 

LACEY KEATS 5CWK WILLIAM CORBETT 6AG                      LIBBY CLARKE 7JWD JACK HARRIS 8DH 

ALEX POPHAM 5JB EMILY PUGH  6AP MASIE BRACKNALL 7KM  GRACE CAPEWELL 8HE 

CONNIE/STELLA 
RICHARDS 5LK 

CALUM PRESTON 6CA RUBY LEWIS 7RCT  ROBERT BURTON 8JW 

JAMIE RODDIE 5RK ZOE WEATHERER 6TG ZAK DEVEY 7LW  NEVE SKIDMORE 8SH 

ISLA WILDIG 5SE   ALFIE WARD 8SS 

 

 

Laura Birks (6AP)  Tobias Caley (6AP)  Che Cecil-Khechara (6AP) 
Eleanor Cowing (6AP)  Daniel Jones (6AP)  Noah Ralph (6AP) 

 Sophie Shipman (6AP)  Evan Smith (6AP)  
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George Aldridge (7JWD) Denis Angelov (6CA)  Oliver Bastable (6CA) 

George Bendall (6TG)  Laura Birks (6AP)  Ellie Brown (6CA) 

Naglis Cepulis (6CA)  James Clay (6CA)   Macey Collins (6CA)  

Mollie Cox (6CA)  Leah Craddock - Frost (6CA) Theo Dockery (7RCT) 

Tyron Drakulic (5LK)  Ella Evans (6CA)  Sophie Flint (8DH) 

Corey Gelder (6CA)  Owen Gilbert (6TG)  Daisy Gilmartin (6TG) 

Cameron Gough (7LW) Alex Guy (6CA)   Lola Hancox (6CA) 

Chloe Heathcote (8HE) Andrew Hill (8SH)   Charlie Hill (7RCT) 

Ruby Hindmarsh (5SE) Maisie Horan (6TG)  James Hunt (6TG) 

Tobias Hussey (6CA)  Scarlett Jenkins (6CA)  William King (6CA) 

Darcie Lloyd (5JB)  Sian Matthews (6CA)  Roman Maxfield (7LW) 

Charlie Milner (6CA)  Janie Morris (6AG)  Kian Murray (7LW) 

Mikey Norman (6CA)  Isaac Payton (7LW)  William Platt (6AG) 

Alexander Popham (5JB) Caitlin Preston (5RK)  Calum Preston (6CA)  

Sean Price (8HE)   George Proffitt (5SE)   Nathan Proud (8DH) 

James Roddie (5RK)   Neve Skidmore (8SH)  Teddy Szewczyk (6CA) 

Ella Taylor (5CWK)  Josh Thornsby (6CA)   Gabrielle Thornton (6CA)  

Alfie Ward (8SS)   Cara Ward (6CA)   Bonnie Williams (6CA) 

Katie Williams (8JW)  Olivia Wynn-Jones (6TG) 

 

 to Hudson Fenell-Owen 5RK who came 2nd in a National Ice skating competition in Oxford this week. 

Congratulations on this achievement Hudson! 

Grace Hamplett has achieve her red grade in Keysi Spanish Fighting Method. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



L’hebdo  07/02/2020 

Abbe Trumper  5CWK has been selected as one of 8 finalists to become Rockstar Equine’s Sponsored Rider 

for 2020. Photos of the 8 finalists are on Rockstar’s Facebook page and the one with the most likes by 14th 

February wins a year of coaching from Kay, the owner of Rockstar, which is just the other side of Pillaton. 

It’s such an amazing opportunity for Abbe and her pony lollipop who spent the first year of her life severely 

neglected and living on a driveway.  

If you like Abbe’s picture go to Rockstar’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/rockstarec/ find the 

picture and click like on the picture.  

 

 
Well done to Harriet Ball and Ella Evans who came 3rd in the WMSGA in the Acrobatics 

Gymnastics Championships. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/rockstarec/
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Congratulations to Ben and Walker Ward on their swimming achievements. 
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English— Students will host a debate linked to a current global topic. Following this, children will recap on 
poetry, this time focussing on free verse and the opportunities this style offers—penning a free verse poem as a 
letter linked to their global cause. Finally, reading will allow children to explore and compare style in different 
genres. They will compare authors of many different texts and conclude by writing their own text for a 
younger reader.  

Computing— Codes and 
Messages.  Students investigate 
methods of sending messages  
using codes and ciphers, such as 
Morse code and Caesar Ciphers. 
Students then make links to 
binary code used in computing. 

Music—All the learning is focused 
around one song: The Fresh Prince 
Of Bel Air. The material presents 
an integrated approach to music 
where games, the interrelated 
dimensions of music (pulse, 
rhythm, pitch etc.), singing and 
playing instruments are all linked.  

 Design and Technology—
Pupils are creating a small 
circuit using electronics and 
manufacturing a house to 
hide it.  The circuit will include 
an LED which will make the 
house light up.  They will be 
using a soldering iron to make 
metal joins. 

French— students will be 
revisiting colours they learnt 
in first school.  They will then 
apply gender rules for 
adjectives to describe 
clothes, using colour and size.  

Focus on good French 
pronunciation. 

Art—Year 6 Will be continuing Art 
for this half term and then will 
rotate with DT. For their final half 
term in art students will finish 
making their African inspired 
masks using their recycled plastic 
bottles. Painting and decorating 
the faces and also developing 
their skills in tone. 

Maths— Students explore how to multiply decimals up to two decimal places by a single 
digit, as well as converting decimals to a percentage. Students will use simple formulae in 

algebra, as well as finding a  rule and expressing it algebraically. 

Science - Evolution, students 
identify adaptations to 
environment and how they 
were created and passed on 
through inheritance. Students 
study evolution and the 
evidence that supports the 
theory, such as fossils. 

P.E.— Boys gymnastics—create 
more longer, complex sequences, 
including changes of levels, speed 
and direction. Show clarity, fluency 
and accuracy in their actions. Girls 
hockey—developing hockey skills 
and rules and applying them to 
challenges/games. 

Homework—Most weeks students will have MyMaths, 1 sheet of Maths homework, reading 3 times 
per week (including comprehension), SPAG.com. Students may also choose to complete takeaway 
homework in any subject area:  

Create a research info pack, write a newspaper article, Write a word list for topic vocabulary 

PSHE—Dreams and goals— 
Students learn about how 
important it is to: work hard, 
work with others and have a 
positive attitude towards 
achieving their goals. 

Year 6 Curriculum 

Spring Half term 1 

History— 
Students will study the Industrial 
revolution and visit Quarry Bank 
Mill. This will allow then to 
consider the significant changes to 
society during the Victorian 
period and the consequences of 
this for the modern day. 
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Computing— Data 
representation, Students will 
learn how binary is used to 
store information in 
computers. Students will 
learn how to convert binary 
code into to decimal 
numbers and convert ASCII 
binary into letters. 

Music—This topic introduces 
students to the lines and spaces 
of the Treble Clef in terms of 
staff notation, students to learn 
the correct pitch note names. 
Revising the names of black 
keys on a piano/keyboard and 
the symbols for sharps and flats.  

History— The Norman Conquest. 

Students study the causes and 

consequences of the Norman 

Invasion. 

RE—Sacred Writings & Parables. 

Students consider different 

possible interpretations for a 

range of sacred writings and 

religious teachings. 

Design and Technology— 

Resistant materials —Students are 
designing and making a clock 
from plastic.  They are studying 
the Memphis design group and 
will base their clock on this theme.   

Textiles —Students are designing 
and making either a wall 
hanging, using new techniques 
and equipment based on the 
theme of 4R’s and sustainability. 

French— finishing physical and 

character descriptions of the 

people and pets in your family.  

Sports, hobbies and pastimes. 

Describing what you do, 

frequency etc. 

Telling the time in French. 

Present tense of verbs. 

Art— Students will be learning 
how to draw their portrait in 
following the proportion rules. 
Students will later develop their 
drawing skills further to produce 
a final portrait. We will also be 
learning about gender equality. 
Looking at important woman in 
history and today. 

Maths— Students will work with negative numbers, including the four operations and the order of 
operations. Students will substitute values into formulae and expressions as part of algebra, as well as 
finding the nth term. As part of geometry, students will learn about the properties angles in polygons, 
including measuring with a protractor. 

Science—  Atoms, elements 
and compounds, students 
study the structure of elements 
including creating chemical 
formulae and equations. 
Students will also learn about 
burning and thermal 
decomposition, conservation of 
mass and exo/endothermic 
reactions. 

P.E.— Boys orienteering /team 
building—apply techniques and 
skills with consistency and quality 
in familiar environments. Plan 
activities and accept challenges 
presented and  understand how 
to improve performance. Girls 
dance— perform and develop 
dance ideas and motifs and 
create longer and more complex 
dance routines. 

Homework 
Students should expect homework from a range of topics up to 4 hours a week, including weekly 
homework from Maths and English. They may also be offered additional tasks that will be useful to 
for them to prepare for upcoming lessons. 

PSHE— Dreams and goals— 
Students will learn about short 
and medium term goals, being 
realistic and identifying the steps 
to success. 

Year 7 Curriculum 

Spring Half term 1 

English—Students will conclude their study of Morpurgo’s Private Peaceful after which they will 
read texts from the GCSE poetry anthology ‘Clashes and Collisions’. They will explore the many 
ways in which poets present conflict and will practise the skills of answering questions in a more 
analytical manner. Through use of comparative essay structures, students will develop and deepen 
their reading skills and craft more mature and language-specific responses to texts.  
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English—Students will conclude their study of A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens and will move on to reading 
works from the GCSE Poetry anthology ‘Relationships’. Understanding the structure of poems in the collection 
and writing about their differences and similarities, as well as developing a deeper understanding of the 
contextual factors for poets will form the basis of this unit of work. Again students will hone in on specific 
language used by the poets and attempt to ’explode the quote’ to assist in deepening their analytical skills.   
Understanding how to vary sentence functions in my writing 

Computing-  Data 
representation, Students will 
learn how digital images are 
stored and translated from 
binary to the picture we see 
on screen. This will include 
the creation and coding of 
their own bitmap images. 

Music– Reggae music.  After 
exploring the origins of reggae 
music as one of a number of 
different styles of Caribbean 
music, students learn about the 
importance of bass lines in 
reggae music and how offbeat 
chords are a key feature the 
genre.   

Geography —Tectonics. Students 
develop an understanding of the 
key processes and events relating 
to tectonics. 
RE—Students analyse and 
compare the evidence and 
arguments used when engaging 
with questions about the nature 
and existence of God  
  
 
— 

Design and Technology— Food - 
Students are learning new skills, 
creating dishes and products such 
as bread, goujons and will have a 
Masterchef competition 

Graphics—Students will learn new 
techniques, new drawing systems  
Metal—Students will make a 
photoframe from Aluminium, 
including cutting a hole from the 
centre. 

French— finishing Masterchef 
topic: making our salads 
and presenting the process 
in the past tense. 

Histoires de Vie 
Using poem “Déjeuner du Matin” 
and other texts to introduce 
perfect tense of irregular verbs. 
   

Art— Students are learning about 
the Pop Art movement. Exploring 
artists like Andy Warhol, Roy 
Lichtenstein and Claes Oldenburg. 
Students will then create a final 
clay sculpture inspired by Claes 
Oldenburg’s iconic food sculptures. 
Later students will also get an 
opportunity to look at Urban 
art/Graffiti looking at how artists 
express their views on politics and 
the world. 

Maths—Students will learn about co-ordinates across 4 quadrants to create, calculate and interpret 
gradients on a graph. As part of geometry students will use scale factors for diagrams and maps and 
draw and measure line segments and angles of geometric figures. Students will develop their 
statistical understanding, working with the mean, median and mode. 

Science— Energy, students 
learn about energy stores 
(including kinetic, elastic 
potential, electrical and 
magnetic energy) and the 
conservation of energy. 
Students will investigate 
energy transfer (heat transfer) 
and how this can be 
encouraged or prevented 

P.E.— Boys orienteering 
/leadership—Use more specific 
techniques and strategies and plan 
and organise themselves quickly and 
communicate their plans to others; be 
clear about the nature of the task set 
and show some initiative in 
responding to it.  Girls hockey—use a 
range of skills and techniques fluently 
and accurately; devise and carry out 
a range of different tactics and 
practices; work cooperatively in their 
groups, taking on a variety of roles 
within the group and the games 
played; 

Homework 
Students should expect homework from a range of topics up to 4 hours a week, including weekly 
homework from Maths and English. They may also be offered additional tasks that will be useful to 
for them to prepare for upcoming lessons. 

PSHE—Dreams and goals— 
Students will learn about short 
and medium term goals, being 
realistic and identifying the 
steps to success. Developing 
tenacity and resilience. Careers 
café—careers. 

Year 8 Curriculum 

Spring Half term 1 
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