Week 2

Mistakes are proof that you are trying.
6th July 2018

Dates for your diary
11th July
12th July
13th July
17th July
20th July

Year 7 visit to Stafford Bowling.
Year 8 Induction Day at WHS.
Year 8 visit to Alton Towers.
Year 8 Leavers’ Evening.
End of term. Finish at 1.00pm.

Star Student of the Week
Week Beginning 25th June 2018
Year 5
Lauren Millner
Millie Jones
James Archer
George Aldridge

5JB
5LM
5CWK
5SJ

Year 7
Erin Skidmore
Morgan Evans-Stanley
Kayla Harris
Heather Richardson

7LW
7EN
7JW
7KM

Year 6
Ava Howard
Phoebe Harriman
Harry Boulton
Millie Lewis
Charlie Preece
Year 8
Madison Kendall
Kiera Manning
Samuel Fox-Dean
Jessica Fox-Dean

6SB
6AP
6LK
6CA
6PM
8SH
8SS
8RC
8BH

Staffing changes for next September
We are very sad to be saying good bye to Mrs Bennett, our Head of English and Mr Mobberley, 6PM
teacher. We wish them both well for their future educational journeys and thank them for their
dedication and commitment to our students over their time here. Mrs Whitehouse, from our School
office is also leaving due to a promotion so we also wish her well at her new school.
Mrs Gutteridge will be joining us in September as our new Head of English and Y6 Class Teacher and, as
previously mentioned, Mrs Grosvenor will be also joining us as a Primary Adviser and Y5 Class Teacher.
Mr Meredith will no longer have a Y5 class next year as he formally takes on his role as Assistant Head
Teacher.

Student achievements
Congratulations and well done to Andrew and Stephen Hill and all their friends from 15th Stafford
Scouts, who took part in the recent Lord Stafford Cup District Camping Competition. For this
competition they had to set up and manage their camp site, cook their own meals over an open fire,
make camp gadgets and compete in a target shooting competition. They all made a great effort and did
magnificently well. Their 2 patrols are all new Scouts and that Andrew Hill's patrol were third out of
eleven. Andrew Fellows, Ethan McCormack and some other students from Penkridge Middle School also
took part.

Reading/Careers Café
We are thrilled how successful the Reading/Careers Café has been. Thank you to parents/relatives that
have taken the time to come in with their child’s class. To ease traffic congestion on the car park when
we finish the café, we are letting the children in the café leave at approximately 3.20pm with their adult
if they wish to take them. We will of course keep the other students until 3.30pm. You will receive a
letter the week prior to your child’s Reading/Careers Café.
Reading/Careers Café Rota
5LM 13th July

Superstar Writers
Y5 & Y6
To reward and motivate the children, we now have weekly ‘SUPERSTAR WRITERS’ in Year 5 & 6. Each
week, the English teachers will select a writer that has particularly shone and really tried hard to follow
the success criteria, and therefore writes effectively for their audience and purpose. Their work will be
displayed in the main corridor and the children get to choose either a free slushie or an early lunch pass
for themselves and a friend.
Y5

Y6:

Mrs Baker: Finlay Howell

Mrs Baker: Ellie Shore

Mrs Walker: Harriet McDonald

Mr Mobberley: Jessica Boulton

Mrs Evans: Charlie James

Mrs Evans: Farleigh Spencer

Ms Powers: Ella Holmes

Mrs Bennett: Andrew fellows

Mrs Bennett: : Letia Rose

Ms Powers: Kori Smallman
Mrs Ashelford: Aaran Heath

Year 6 Meets Commando Joe
Year 6 will have a special visit from Commando Joe on Monday 9th July. Students will work in classes and
have an introductory assembly as a year and then complete a fun mission. The rest of the day they will
involve cross curricular activities linked to the mission. The students can wear sensible non-uniform on
the day. They will be doing practical tasks so sports wear/ trousers/shorts and trainers are encouraged.
There is a voluntary contribution of £2 to cover the cost, which is payable on Parent Pay by end June
please. Students currently receiving FSM do not have to pay.
Next year we will be introducing the Commando Joe missions into our KS2 Curriculum and may use some
missions across the whole school or during #sorted. It is a fun, cross-curricular set of ‘Missions’ that also
builds on students’ ‘Character’ education. More details to follow next term.

Year 5 only
RE: David Walliams’ Awful Auntie at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre.

As part of our commitment to promoting English outside of the classroom, our annual
theatre trip has been booked. This year we have selected David Walliams’ Awful Auntie
at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre on Thursday 27th September. This is an excellent
opportunity for our pupils to experience a live performance at the theatre and then study
the text in class.
The cost of this visit, including transport to and from the venue, insurance and the ticket
price, is £18.50. On the day, we will leave school at approximately 12:00pm and will return
to school at approximately 4:30pm. This will mean that children will need alternative
arrangements with regards to being picked up from school.
As this performance is so early in our school year, our payment deadline, Wednesday 12th
September, will be strictly adhered to. Should we have any spaces left by this date, we will
offer the trip to the other year groups on a first-come first-served basis.
Please note: the children are encouraged to bring a drink and snack with them for the
interval and all children are required to bring a packed lunch, as we will be eating our lunch
before we go. Children who are entitled to a free lunch will have a packed lunch made for
them, should this be required.
We would kindly ask that this trip is paid for on Parent Pay. This is currently available for
our current Year 5 pupils, and will be available from the start of September for current
Year 4 pupils.

We thank you for your continued support once again.
Kind regards,
Mrs S. Bennett
Head of English

David Walliams’ Awful Auntie at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 27th September.

I/ we give permission for our son/ daughter to attend the above theatre trip and
understand that arrangements need to be made for our child(ren) to be collected at
4:30pm from Penkridge Middle School.

Name of child:__________________________________________________
Year group (from September 2018): __________________________________
Name of parent/carer: ____________________________________________
Signed by parent/ carer:___________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name: __________________________________________
Emergency Contact No.: ____________________________________________

Any medical conditions that need to be known for this trip:
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Arrangements for collection at 4:30pm from Penkridge Middle School:
My child:
Can walk home as normal at the later time:
Will be collected from Penkridge Middle School by a parent/ carer
Will be collected from Penkridge Middle School by another agreed adult
(Please provided etails:___________________________________________)

Year 8 only
Leavers’ Evening Tuesday 17th July
To celebrate the four years our Year 8 students have spent at Penkridge Middle School, we are holding a
Presentation Evening on Tuesday 17h July at 7.00 p.m. Tea, coffee and squash will be served from 6.30p.m.
This is a very special evening. There are a large number of certificates to award in recognition of the
contributions made to the school by our students. These will include recognition for outstanding effort
and/or achievement in subjects. We do expect all Year 8 pupils to attend this evening unless there is a
valid reason not to.
We would be delighted if you could come along and share in this super evening with us. Seats will be
allocated two per family in the first instance (not including your Year 8 child of course).
We look forward to seeing you.

MNA STEM Challenge
On Thursday 5 July our team of six Year 8’s, ‘Plan B’, visited Dudley College of Technology to
compete in the finals of the MNA STEM Challenge against 20 other schools. The object of the
challenge was to develop a working prototype using their knowledge and skills from the worlds of
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths, that would benefit disadvantaged people.
Their concept was developed, tested and designed entirely by themselves alongside support from
mentors here at the school and also from Stafford College. The students were required to pitch their
ideas to three separate panels of judges, Dragon’s Den-style, and not only did they hold their own,
they were absolutely fantastic, showing passion, knowledge and professionalism.
Their idea was brilliantly unique: a pH Adaption Kit for Soil – allowing people to grow vegetables no
matter what type of soil they had in their garden, giving people with little money the opportunity to
eat more healthily.
Unfortunately it was not our day and we didn’t pick up one of the four category awards. However,
we were singled out at the end by one of the lead judges and told that we were highly commended
and only just missed out on a gong.
This Saturday there will be a full write-up on the Express & Star website. Keep an eye out for it.
Overall, it was a brilliant experience that all six of them should be very proud of. Well done!

All Students

Musical Madness

The Musical Madness cast have been practising hard over the last few weeks in preparation for Musical
Madness which will take place in the School Hall on Wednesday 11th July starting at 6.30pm lasting
approximately 1 hour in duration. I am extremely proud of all of our students and especially Maddie
Brassington in Year 8 who has written the show, which includes sections from several musicals.
This show is a lovely way in which to round off an exciting academic calendar and a fantastic opportunity
for our very talented students to demonstrate their passion for performing arts and music.
Tickets are £1.50 each and the ticket order form (below) and money will need to be returned to myself
or the School Office as soon as possible.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all of your support leading up to the showcase and I
am very much looking forward to seeing you at the performance.
Mr Mason
Head of Music
Penkridge Middle School

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Musical Madness

Number of tickets required: _____ X £1.50 per ticket = £____________
please include money with this returned slip as soon as possible. Tickets will be distributed on a
first-come first-served basis.

Year 5 & 6 Sporting events
Year 5 and 6 took part in what may be their final sports fixtures of the school year this week.
On Monday the football team travelled to Moorhill Primary School in Cannock. The first half saw
Penkridge in complete control with goals from Rafe (2), Ethan, Jude and Matthew contributing to a 5-0
lead. The second half was much more even with Moorhill scoring 2 goals along with two more for
Penkridge from Spencer and Fraser making the final score 7-2.
On Thursday 14 children went to West Hill School in Hednesford to play football and Kwik Cricket. The
football match was evenly contested on a small pitch with Penkridge taking the lead through Ethan, this
remained the score until half time. A second half brace from Rafe made the match more comfortable
before West Hill hit back but Spencer made the final score 4-1.
Meanwhile the cricket team, who were the same children who had played a few weeks ago at Brewood,
began their game by batting. A good flurry of 4’s and 6’s saw Penkridge finish on 275. West Hill tried
their best to equal this but some excellent bowling and fielding, including one stunning catch from Ethan
T on the boundary, saw them finish on 250.
If these are to be the final games it has been a pleasure to be involved in the KS2 sports teams this year.
Everyone who has played not just this week but at any time all year has been terrific and a credit to
Penkridge Middle School.

Lunchtime Supervisor

Location

Penkridge Middle School

Employer

The Penk Valley Federation

Contract

1 hour 10 minutes per day

Start date

September 2018

Salary

Grade 2 Pro Rata (Term Time)

The school is part of the Penk Valley Federation along with 4 other schools: St John’s First School,
Marshbrook First School, Princefield First School and Wolgarston High School. The vision of the
Federation is to take collective responsibility for ensuring that every child and young person in our
federation receives an excellent education, achieves high outcomes and realises their potential.

About the Role:

We are seeking to appoint a reliable, flexible lunchtime supervisor to look after children during
lunchtimes and make sure that they are safe. Duties include supervising children in the dining hall,
playground and school premises, clearing tables, disposing of waste food and drink and
sweeping/mopping the floor. They should have a real passion for working with children, relate well to
staff, act responsibly and be able to keep calm and respond quickly to situations. You will also be
responsible for administering first aid.

Full training will be given.

For further information, please visit our website www.penkridge.staffs.sch.uk. Completed application
forms to be returned by email to j-whitehouse@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk or by post for the attention of
Jenny Whitehouse at the school’s address.

Penkridge Middle School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening appropriate to the post, including
checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring Service. Penkridge Middle School is an equal
opportunities employer.

"This Authority/school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young
people/vulnerable adults and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment"

This position is subject to an Enhanced Disclosure check under the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974.
Further details regarding this check are available from schools or by visiting www.crb.gov.uk

Brewood Chess Circle
Any age

Any ability

At The Boat Inn pub for one (k)night only
Tuesday 17th July from 7:30pm-9:00pm.

Enjoy a taster session of chess, for free
Andrew Davies (secretary)

David Blower (chairman)

brewood.chess@btopenworld.com

blowerd@hotmail.co.uk

01902 845303

01902 791663

To find out more visit: www.brewoodchess.webs.com
@brewoodchess

Brewood Chess Circle

