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Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope that you have all had a good week? It has been lovely to welcome back some more children into ‘PMS Pod 

School’ this week. I have enjoyed seeing more students and teachers back in school, socially distancing of course. 

Well done, to all of our other students, who are busy beavering away on their work at home too – I miss you all. Pod 

School has started really smoothly and I would like to thank everyone for their on-going support. Can I politely 

request however, that if children that are coming into school then they must bring a coat with them if it is due to be 

cold/ wet. Thank you.  

On Monday next week, it is National Ocean Day - so we will be putting some work on the VLE and teaching about it 

in school; linking nicely to Global Goal 14 – Life below Water. We are following guidance about a ‘Recovery 

Curriculum’ from some of the top educational experts who suggest a more creative curriculum with a focus on 

student wellbeing is the most suitable curriculum for now. The work we will cover over this half term fits in 

beautifully with our new school Vision and Curriculum Intent, which I plan to share with both staff and parents/ 

carers next week. Mrs Swift will be running some wellbeing lessons via video to both children in school but also 

available to children at home via the VLE starting from next week.  

Moving on – transition & uniform matters 

We are aiming to have a virtual Y4 Information Evening on Thursday 9th July and we will be having a Y8 Leavers 

Evening through Flipgrid.  More information will follow.  

We will also aim to plan a virtual uniform event where parents can get information about our school uniform and 

also our PE uniform. As we have a new build for September, I thought it would be nice to make a few other changes 

to mark a new chapter of PMS. The Local Governing Body have agreed that from September KS3 students (Y7 and 

Y8) will be required to wear a black blazer instead of (or as well as) their red jumper. This is to show a clear 

transition into their KS3, which is an exciting step forward in their educational journey. We will ensure that blazers 

will be able to be purchased from a number of shops – again more details to follow. September will be an exciting 

new chapter but keeping our school motto: Through effort and encouragement to excellence.  

We are also very busy sorting out staffing and new classes (registration groups) for next year. We will be sending this 

information out in early July.  

Have a lovely weekend 

Stay safe & sane 

Love Mrs Frost x 

 

 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS! 05/06/20 YOU’RE NEVER FULLY DRESSED WITHOUT A SMILE 

- ANNIE 
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Evie Phillips – for beautiful letter writing and an act of kindness 

Hudson Fennell – an amazing movie about his hobby 

Rhianna Shackleton-  for outstanding effort in all subjects 

Lilly Pearson – a super animal poster which she designed for me. 

Elise Y4 – for beautiful letter writing.  

 for Ethan Hodgkiss in year 5 for his Greek Myth work from Mrs Powers 

 

 for Ella Taylor in year 5 for her Museum of Fun work from Mrs Powers 

 

 for Henry Partington in year 8 for his work in school from Mrs Watts 

 

for Emily Wellsbury in year 5 for her excellent science project from Mrs Wright 

Well done to everyone who had a go at the Maths Challenge I set you. I have been really impressed with the amount 
of people who took part and the scores achieved.  
 
The following pupils have achieved the highest school over the 3 quizzes set (the maximum score was 30) 

1st Evie Phillips with a score of 30 
Joint 2nd Millie Williams and Olivia Jones with a score of 28.75 
3rd Ruby Baker with a score of 26.25 

1st William Wright with a score 30 
2nd Jack Harris with a score of 28.13 
Joint 3rd Ethan Rowley and Andrew Hill with a score of 26.25 
 
Well done everyone.    Miss Walker 

Parents of PMS pupils have the opportunity to undertake the following free courses that will take place in the 
coming weeks (dates to be confirmed). They will be webinar based with some follow up work once completed. 
  
The courses are: 

         Understanding Anger, Defiance, Anxiety and Low Self Esteem in Children and Young People (This can be 
split into 2 workshops one around Anger/Defiance and the other around Anxiety/Self Esteem) 

         3 -week Parent Wellbeing programme(Parents) 

         3- week Family Wellbeing Programme (Parents and Children 8-16) 
  
If you are interested, please contact the school so that Mr Grocutt can be informed who will be in contact with 
more specific details. 
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Year 7 Book Club 
We have been reading a beautiful book over the last half term, advertised as ‘a 
seaswept fairytale adventure’. This book is one of my personal favourites so far. 
It has all the elements for a gripping tale- Lampie is a young girl whose father 
makes her light the lamp at the top of the lighthouse every night. One night she 
forgets, with disastrous consequences for her and her father. And so starts her 
thrilling adventure, beginning with a mysterious creature at the top of the tower. 
I devoured this book in two days- it really would have been a book I would have 
loved to read as a child and I’d fully recommend it. 
 
If you’d like to follow our reviews on the Carnegie website, some of our pupils 
have their work published on there and can be found on the following link: 
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/books/lampie-and-the-children-of-the-
sea/#reviews 

 
Happy reading and see you soon! 
Mrs Evans 

 

Year 7 book club are now beginning their next shadowing book ‘Lark’ by Anthony McGowan, which has 

been described as a ‘moving and powerful book’. We’ll let you know how we’re getting on in a future copy 

of L’Hebdo! 

Fancy reading this book? 
Come and see me in Room 52 
when we are back at school! 
Mrs Evans 

This book is translated from Dutch to English. The book is 
separated into 6 different parts with multiple mini chapters, 
this is done to make it exciting and engage the reader, 
though it did not engage me. There are a lot of characters in 
this story, such as Lampie, who is the daughter of a 
lighthouse keeper. She has a dysfunctional relationship with 
her dad after her mother is not with them anymore. Emilia is 
Lampie's real name and is now called Lampie after her 
mother left because they had the same name. For a child she 
is given a lot of responsibility and is punished when she fails 
to light the lamp. The only positive relationship she seems to 
have is with the imaginary voice of her dead mother that 
appears when Lampie is stressed. Augustus is the lighthouse 
keeper.  
He seems like an aggressive, angry man, who feels 
abandoned by his wife and isolated and his job doesn't help. I 
do not know why he would give a child an important job to 
do and then blame her when she fails. What is he up to? Why 
is he not doing his job? Annet tries to create relatable 
characters who are complex, but I don't find them relatable 
because of how absurd the situation is, it kind of distracts 
from the authors message of hope and adventure. All in all, I 
did not find the characters relatable and the book was not my 
cup of tea. 
Harriet McDonald 7RCT 

I didn't enjoy this book as much as I would have hoped. I would 
definitely choose ‘Nowhere on Earth over this’. The story starts in 
a little seaside town, with a light house and some shops. The 
lighthouse is owned by a one legged man named Augustus. He 
has a daughter named Emilia (but he calls her Lampie because it 
reminds him of his late wife, who was also called Emilia). Every 
night, Lampie has to go to the shop across the road from her 
home, the lighthouse, to buy matches for the light. But one day, 
she forgets to buy matches, and that is all I am going to tell you. 
If you want to know more, then read the book.  
For me, the setting is a really important part of the story, 
because of the sea and the wind and everything else I would 
associate with the seaside actually play a huge part of the story. 
I'm not exactly sure what year the story is set but I’m guessing a 
long time ago because they try to hang Augustus, which 
(thankfully) they don’t do anymore. I was kind of disappointed 
with the ending- i really wanted to find out what happened to 
Edward and the admiral. Usually with books like this one 
something horrible happens to the baddie and you get to see 
them die. I feel like there should be at least a chapter at the end 
of the book explaining what happened and how/if they die. 
Overall, I think I would give this book maybe four stars. I thought 
it was okay, but I still like ‘Nowhere on Earth’ better. 
Finlay Howell 7LW 

I think that LAMPIE is a brilliant fairy tale for all ages! So far I have just finished part two and as soon as I started reading it 

I couldn’t put it down. I love Lampie’s personality and the gripping storyline is just fantastic. Not to give away any spoilers, 

but my favourite part so far has been where Martha has been waiting to feed the “monster” after Joseph has been “killed” 

by it and she gets bitten. There is so much mystery in the story; that is what makes it so beautiful. Overall I think this book 

is amazing and I would recommend it to anyone as it is a fantastic read. 5/5 stars! Evie Phillips 7KM 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/books/lampie-and-the-children-of-the-sea/#reviews
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/books/lampie-and-the-children-of-the-sea/#reviews
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Health and Wellbeing: 

The health and wellbeing of the children at our school is of the highest importance.   

 

 

We aim to provide resources for parents and carers that they can use in the home.  You may find the 

free resource entitled ’Wellbeing Calendar’ useful for creative and wellbeing ideas during the next 

few weeks.  

The link is shown below for printing.  

https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Wellbeing-calendar-for-June.pdf 

Other free resources for emotional wellbeing are available from the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Wellbeing-calendar-for-June.pdf
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Penkridge Star Cooks 

A great turnout from all years this week, which makes it even more enjoyable opening images from the VLE 

or Class Dojo, but means that judging is more difficult for Mrs McVittie and I.  I am lucky that my own children 

are big enough to cook completely by themselves and have been treated to Sweet & Sour chicken and Toad 

in the hole created by my daughter and my son’s go to recipe is breaded chicken or fish goujons (Bit too 

fiddly for me!) They’re pretty good cooks, nothing to do with me though!  It’s great to see so many of you 

having a go at cooking for your families, especially savoury dishes and meals, as I’m sure your parents are 

grateful and it’s important for you to be developing your independence too.   

 

Year 5  

Sweet treats on offer from Year 5 include: Alfie Haynes’s Star and circle shaped shortbread; Ethan Hodgkiss’s 

tasty looking banana loaf; Ben Simpson’s amazing looking Victoria Sponge following a recipe from the 

Queens pastry chef; Amia Heighway made crepes, as challenged by the French staff, and white chocolate 

Rocky road with biscoff biscuits (which apparently Amia doesn’t like!!)  Sam Aldridge has finally managed to 

get hold of some flour and baked cupcakes for his family, decorating them with buttercream.   

Year 5 Star Cook 

Abigail McDonald prepared quesadillas for her family on one day 

and then a bento box, which included carrot, ginger and garlic 

couscous balls, roasted peppers and a mint mayonnaise on the 

next day, a very busy young lady, well done Abigail. 

   

 

Year 6  

This week’s entries were: Chloe Glover-Smith cooked cupcakes and decorated them with chocolate 

buttercream and sprinkles.   Jennifer Marshall baked chocolate cookies, which looked very appetising, just 

great with a cup of hot chocolate.     

Year 6 Star Cook  

Freya McDonald-Love made doughnuts and covered them in icing and sprinkles and then a slightly healthier 

burrito, with chopped onion, tomatoes, grated cheese and sweetcorn and presented them very attractively.  

    

Year 7 

2 previous winners of star cooks created tempting 

dishes this week:  Josh Grube created a banquet at a barbeque for his family, just before the weather 

changed.  He flattened chicken breast, handmade burgers, marinated chicken and prawns for kebabs and 

then barbequed them all, layering them up in bread rolls with sliced salad.  A veritable feast Josh, well done.  

Evie Phillips had a pizza masterclass at her house, 2 savoury pizzas, 1 with Ham and pineapple, 1 with tuna 

and sweetcorn, and 1 sweet pizza, yes sweet pizza (Think iced bun, but flat) The sweet pizza was topped with 

chocolate spread, marshmallows and strawberries! Delicious I’m sure.   

 

Year 7 Star Cook 

Harrison McDonald-Love adapted his Chicken Arrabiatta recipe adding bacon instead of pancetta to his 

chicken and pasta dish. 
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Year 8    

James Hodgkiss baked a mouth-watering carrot cake, covering it in icing and adding walnuts on the top for 

decoration, very professional looking, hope it tasted as good as it looked.  John Glover-Smith made a light 

and fluffy Victoria sponge and created his own version of Oreo cookies, two chocolate cookies, with 

buttercream sandwiched between them.  His family won’t be buying the real ones again in a hurry now he 

can make his own crunchy version.   

Year 8 Star Cook 

Pizza was also on offer at Amy Rudge’s house, this time the dough was placed 

in a frying pan on the heat, toppings were added and then in was placed 

under the grill to finish cooking from the top.  A great recipe idea Amy, and 

from the photos you sent, it looked like you enjoyed cooking it. 
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The Summer Reading Challenge is back with Silly Squad! 

                        

 

We’d like all students to participate in the national summer reading challenge. 

Just head down to the library and join up for free and get reading. You must read 

6 books over the summer holidays and if you do, not only do get rewards from 

the library, you also earn 5 merits to begin the new academic year with! WOW!  

 

The challenge is all based around the ‘Silly Squad’: all about funny books, 

happiness and having a laugh! 

 

This year, the Challenge features extra special characters designed by the award-

winning author and illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson, who you’ll know from 

amazing reads like Amelia Fang and Evil Emperor Penguin! 

 

Silly Squad officially begins on Friday 5 June 2020 – TODAY!  

Keep an eye on the website for more news, but why not check out today’s 

fantastically fun launch party! 

 
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/chat/messages 

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/21273099
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/12205051
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/chat/messages

