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Staffing Changes for September 2020 

Dearest Mr and Mrs Hodson will be retiring at the end of the term. They have been valued members of staff for 

many years and we hope that you can join us in wishing them well as they move onto a more family centred part of 

their life. Their efforts and support of pupils which stems back through many generations of families has been 

invaluable and they will be sorely missed. 

Also leaving, Miss Edwards and Miss Ward will be moving on; we wish them well and thank them for their 

commitment to the PMS family. Mrs Taggart who has been a dinner lady and a member of the pastoral/office team 

will also be leaving us. She is a dear friend to the school and again we wish her well.  

Mrs Hallchurch, who has been a member of the learning support team for more years that I can remember has also 

been working from home and has decided that actually it is time to slow down and retire. Again we wish her well 

and thank her for everything that she has done for pupils and staff past and present. 

We have also been going through a bit of a restructure during lockdown: Mrs Wright is now going to become Head 

of Science. She is very excited about this and she has two new amazing scientists joining her new team. Miss 

Garrington-Miller and Mrs Cameron who we are thrilled to have joining the team. 

Mr Cole has also been appointed to Acting Assistant Headteacher as we will no longer be having Key Stage Leaders. 

He will be our day to day manager dealing with pastoral and transition matters.  

The Leadership team now consists of myself (Headteacher), Mr Grocutt (Deputy Headteacher & Designated 

Safeguarding Lead), Mr Meredith (Assistant Headteacher in charge of Curriculum and VLE), Mrs Blakeway (Office 

Manager) 

In addition to that we also have an extended leadership group – Mrs Gutteridge (Head of English), Mrs Walker (Head 

of KS3 maths) and Mrs Grosvernor (Head of KS2 and Primary Adviser).  

In my opinion however, all of my staff and children are leaders. One of the most inspirational books I have read is 

‘Turn the ship around’ and there is a brilliant you tube video to match. Please watch it with your child to understand 

my school vision.  

As we are such a tight family here at PMS some of the staff that are leaving have said they would like to return as 

readers and or volunteers in the future. That is great as they have all got so much to offer. We really can learn from 

each other as we are all different and talented in our own ways.  

I am so happy to have Mr West back on the team temporarily and I have been in contact with many ex teachers 

throughout Lockdown such as Mrs Files, Mr Singer and Mrs Brotherhood. Together we are creating history – let’s 

make it as beautiful as possible for the children.  

 

TRY SOMETHING NEW 03/07/20 Don’t be afraid of life’s challenges
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I hope to be back in school very soon. I am currently working from home planning for the rest of the term and next 

academic year. Like many of you I am finding it very hard to work from home and want to be back in school with the 

kids and my amazing team.  

I am looking forward to being back, hopefully next week so some of the key worker children and I can go to town on 

making the festival as beautiful and memorable as possible. I sincerely hope that many of you enjoyed Glastonbury. 

The Frost family certainly did.  

That’s all from me. It is lovely to see many of you around the village – you are all family to me.  

Take care, stay safe 

Have a great weekend 

Love Mrs Frost xx 

 

School Updates 

Next Thursday (9th July) there will be an induction evening for new starters in Year 5 and those joining the other year 

groups in school from September. This will consist of the necessary information about joining the school and what to 

expect moving forwards so look out for the link to this. There will be a mock-up of the new school Blazer for (Year 7 

and 8 pupils only) that you will be able to see. 

A reminder that POD school for Year 6 will end on Friday 10th July. This will allow for the school to be prepared for 

the re-opening in September where we hope to welcome all pupils in all years back into school as per the 

government guidance. Key worker PODs will still be open during that final week of term. 

All pupils should now be aware of their teacher for next year, if not then please contact school so that we can get 

that information to you. 

The ‘festivals of hope’ will continue as planned next week but we are hoping for a little better weather to support 

this. Can you make sure that if your child is likely to attend that they are appropriately dressed for the weather and 

keep an eye on the schools Facebook page for updates. 

During festivals and before the end of term we hope to issue your child with a brown envelope which contains a 

blank details document. This needs to be completed as a matter of urgency so that we hold the correct details for 

you and your child for September including contact and medical details. 

Information for September that supports yesterday’s government guidelines will go out as soon as we have had 

chance to digest them and decide as a school and working closely with Penk Valley Trust how to best implement 

them. Please can we ask that you are patient for this information as we will get this too you as soon as we possibly 

can. 

Thanks again for your continued support 

Mr Grocutt 
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Y6 POD School 

Next week in POD school, the topic section of the students’ day (1 hour) is based on PE and PSHE. For PE, 

please could parents/carers make sure that their child/ren are suitably dressed for PE and fitness activities. 

The forecast looks good next week, so sun block and a cap are advised as the students will be outside a 

little longer than they have been. Children with asthma should have their inhalers in school as normal and 

stored in the office until the PE topic session. Thank you and have a great weekend! 

Mr Sutton 

 
Health and Wellbeing: 
As we are now entering a new way of life, with some restrictions easing and others still in place, it could be an ideal 
time to reflect on emotions during lockdown.  The following resource titled ‘Emotions during Lockdown’ is intended 
for use in school, but it may also be useful to open discussions about any worries and concerns before September or 
even if your child is attending any events at school beforehand.     

The explanation is as follows: ‘It is important for children to reflect and think about their time in lock down. Looking 
at positive and negative emotions. 
Children might have felt a whole range 
of emotions and writing about them 
before perhaps talking about them can 
really help them process the 
experience. 

They might have felt the following 
emotions during lock down: 

Happy because they are with their 
family 

 
Sad because they are missing their 
friends 

 
Angry because they were arguing more 
with siblings 

 
Scared because they might think 
everyone is getting coronavirus 

 
Anxious because of hygiene and 
handwashing 
 

This would give you a good overview of 
their emotional experience during lock 
down.’ 

This and other wellbeing resources can 
be found at ‘elsa support’.  
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Tolerance Wellbeing Workout 

Use this Wellbeing Workout to encourage children to understand the importance of tolerance in terms of 
colour, gender, sexuality or disability – and how they can demonstrate it in their daily lives.  Bringing the 
conversation into schools (or via screens right now) is such an important part of the many changes we still 
need to make in the world. 
Please access the link below to read about amazing people: 

https://fs.sprint-
campus.co.uk/storage/N1svRSpmHqgOJmU5eWdLjQ/emails/wellbeing_workout_tolerance.pdf 
 

 

UKMT Challenge Year 7 and 8 

The UKMT challenge has been completed at PMS for many years.  This year we thought we may not be able to 

complete the challenge.  However, the UKMT team managed to program the challenge to be completed at home.  

The challenge is very hard when sat in school but to be motivated enough to agree to have ago home is brilliant. 

The following students took the challenge on Tuesday 29th June: 

Year 7      Year 8 

Isabelle Hodges    Andrew Hill 

Fraser Hodges    Imogen Kendall 

Sophie Rostron    Hannah Baker  

Todd Frost    Cooper Marsh 

Evie Phillips    Leah McEvoy 

Dylan Mason    Lucy Wright 

Isaac Payton    Alex Macey 

Isaac Morris    Imogen Griffiths 

George Aldridge   Rhianna Shackleton 

Ella Holmes    James Hodgkiss 

Millie Williams    Jack Harris 

Katie-Rose Sturgess   Oliver Scriven 

Olivia Jones    William Wight 

Elliot Baker    Alex Balance 

     Lydia Ham 

Well done for taking part. 

Miss Walker    
 
 

 

 

https://fs.sprint-campus.co.uk/storage/N1svRSpmHqgOJmU5eWdLjQ/emails/wellbeing_workout_tolerance.pdf
https://fs.sprint-campus.co.uk/storage/N1svRSpmHqgOJmU5eWdLjQ/emails/wellbeing_workout_tolerance.pdf
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July 2020 - The Great Outdoors booklist for 
children and young people 

 
 

 
The Great Outdoors booklist  

https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/4476/?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency&utm_campaign=6dd63a5626-

CBX_Email_03_October_2017_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-

82319413&ct=t(Chatterbooks_Newsletter_dan9_15_2016_COPY_01)&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-

82319413&mc_cid=6dd63a5626&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577 

 

 

 

                           
 

https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/4476/?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency&utm_campaign=6dd63a5626-CBX_Email_03_October_2017_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&ct=t(Chatterbooks_Newsletter_dan9_15_2016_COPY_01)&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&mc_cid=6dd63a5626&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577
https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/4476/?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency&utm_campaign=6dd63a5626-CBX_Email_03_October_2017_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&ct=t(Chatterbooks_Newsletter_dan9_15_2016_COPY_01)&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&mc_cid=6dd63a5626&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577
https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/4476/?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency&utm_campaign=6dd63a5626-CBX_Email_03_October_2017_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&ct=t(Chatterbooks_Newsletter_dan9_15_2016_COPY_01)&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&mc_cid=6dd63a5626&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577
https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/4476/?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency&utm_campaign=6dd63a5626-CBX_Email_03_October_2017_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&ct=t(Chatterbooks_Newsletter_dan9_15_2016_COPY_01)&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&mc_cid=6dd63a5626&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577
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500 Words is the world’s largest story-writing competition for kids. Over a million stories have been 
submitted since 2011, in response to everything from technology to climate change. Now, we want 
to bring children’s voices onto the themes and issues emerging from the Black Lives Matter 
movement. We want children to lead on the process of writing their story. 

From 6:30am on Monday 29th June until Friday 3rd July at 11.59pm 2020, we invite children aged 
between 5 and 13 to respond in whatever way they wish in no more than 500 words, in the form of 
a story. 

The narratives we write and share matter. We ask children to draw on their own experiences and 
feelings to create a story that can be as imaginative and visionary as they want. Storytelling is a 
must! 

For that reason, we’ve brought together many high-profile personalities, school teachers and 
librarians alongside the continuing support and academic expertise of Oxford University Press to 
create 500 Words: Black Lives Matter. 
Just tune into Virgin Radio Breakfast Show from today to keep up with the competition. 

Or follow the link  
https://500words.me/?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency&utm_campaign=6dd63a5626-
CBX_Email_03_October_2017_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-
82319413&ct=t(Chatterbooks_Newsletter_dan9_15_2016_COPY_01)&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-
82319413&mc_cid=6dd63a5626&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577 
 

Writing Competition 

 

 This is your opportunity to write about your experience. Until midnight on Friday the 17th of July, you can submit a 
piece of writing about what life has been like in lockdown and during the coronavirus. 
This could be a personal experience, a poem, or a creative story. All of you will have had a unique experience that is 
only yours, and only you can capture in words. Follow the link to read about the competition and begin writing. 
Good luck!  
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/ 
 

Generation Lockdown Write – Creative Writing Competition 

GENERATION LOCKDOWN TO WRITE SCROLL TO FIND OUT MORE PUBLISHED BY RAISING FUNDS FOR 

Writing Competition. Life in Lockdown for Young People. This is your opportunity to write about your 

experience. Until midnight on Friday the 17th of July, you can submit a piece of writing about what life has 

been like in lockdown and during the coronavirus. 

generationlockdown.co.uk 

https://500words.me/?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency&utm_campaign=6dd63a5626-CBX_Email_03_October_2017_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&ct=t(Chatterbooks_Newsletter_dan9_15_2016_COPY_01)&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&mc_cid=6dd63a5626&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577
https://500words.me/?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency&utm_campaign=6dd63a5626-CBX_Email_03_October_2017_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&ct=t(Chatterbooks_Newsletter_dan9_15_2016_COPY_01)&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&mc_cid=6dd63a5626&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577
https://500words.me/?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency&utm_campaign=6dd63a5626-CBX_Email_03_October_2017_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&ct=t(Chatterbooks_Newsletter_dan9_15_2016_COPY_01)&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&mc_cid=6dd63a5626&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577
https://500words.me/?utm_source=The+Reading+Agency&utm_campaign=6dd63a5626-CBX_Email_03_October_2017_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&ct=t(Chatterbooks_Newsletter_dan9_15_2016_COPY_01)&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-6dd63a5626-82319413&mc_cid=6dd63a5626&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/
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 J.K. Rowling has created a whole new story, The Ickabog, which will 

be published for free online, in instalments, over the next seven weeks, a chapter (or two, or three) at a 

time.  

On top of access to this free book, every day, Rowling be making suggestions for what you might like to 

draw. You can enter the official competition being run by the publishers for the chance to have your 

artwork included in a printed version of the book due out later this year. Rowling will be giving suggestions 

as to what to draw as we go along, but you should let your imagination run wild!  

To read the book, click here : https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story/ 

To find out about the competition, click here : https://www.theickabog.com/competition/ 

Have fun!  

The Summer Reading Challenge is back with Silly Squad! 

                        

We’d like all students to participate in the national summer reading challenge. Just head down to the 

library and join up for free and get reading. You must read 6 books over the summer holidays and if you do, 

not only do get rewards from the library, you also earn 5 merits to begin the new academic year with! 

WOW!  

 

The challenge is all based around the ‘Silly Squad’: all about funny books, happiness and having a laugh! 

This year, the Challenge features extra special characters designed by the award-winning author and 

illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson, who you’ll know from amazing reads like Amelia Fang and Evil Emperor 

Penguin! 

 

Silly Squad officially begins on Friday 5 June 2020  Keep an eye on the website for more news.  

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/chat/messages 

https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story/
https://www.theickabog.com/competition/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/21273099
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/12205051
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/12205051
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/chat/messages
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Star Cooks 

Still plenty of enticing entries this week, with only a couple of weeks left to go before the end of term.  Now’s the 

time to get your cooking brain into gear, if you haven’t done so yet and send us in your entries.  Well done to all 

those who have kept cooking over the time we have been shut down for keeping your skills up and your families fed! 

 

Year 5 

In the last of our Father’s day entries Sam Hewitson baked a Chocolate cake for Dad which looked very soft and 

crumbly, what a lucky Dad.  A beautiful Rainbow cake was created by Poppy Guest for her family with several different 

coloured layers of sponge and decorated with sprinkles and chocolate buttons.  Kai Rushby made mouth-watering 

Chocolate Brownies for his family and they looked crumbly and gooey all at the same time.  Chocolate and Double 

chocolate chip cookies were on offer at Ethan Hodgkiss’s house this week, he must have been busy.  Amia Heighway 

prepared two tempting dishes for her family this week, Oreo Brownies and cheese and ham pizza, both of which looked 

very moreish.  Pizza was also on the menu at Jonathan Wood’s house only this time the topping was pepperoni, as 

well as cheese.  The cheese was all melted and golden too.  Our last dish this week is an interesting take on a sweet 

dish, by turning it savoury and adding tasty vegetables.  Olivia Kelly made a Summer vegetable crumble, with a tasty 

crunchy topping, what a different way to add more vegetables to your meals, a unique dish Olivia well done. 

 

Year 5 Star Cook 

Lasange is quite a difficult dish to produce, but Isabelle Birks had a good try and the final dish looked very tasty and 

also golden on the top too, well done Isabelle.   

 

Year 6 

Chocolate and fudge appeared to have been popular with the year 6s this week, 

Jennifer Marshall made Chocolate fudge brownies, which looked gooey and Leah 

Craddock-Frost created a Chocolate fudge cake which was decorated with a lavish 
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chocolate cream topping.  Chloe Glover Smith created a Chocolate meltdown cake with chocolate buttons as 

decorations.  Slightly less chocolate but still as sweet Scones with jam and cream as well as Sponge cake decorated 

with 100s & 1000s were prepared by Betty Ross for her family, and according to her family they were very tasty too.  

Moving away from the sweet dishes Poppy McKnight came up with Cheese and Ham Munchies which were mouth 

sized dough balls, filled with cheese and ham and topped with cheese for a mouth-watering finish. An interesting dish 

Poppy well done.  Turning a virtual burger into an actual burger was Edward Thompson’s aim for this week and he did 

a pretty good job.  If you have been on the VLE recently you may have found the virtual Burger builder web link and 

Edward used the recipe he created and printed out from the site to make his own actual Chilli Hamburger, which looks 

pretty tasty.  Well done Edward.   

 

 

Year 6 Star Cook 

Evan Smith created a two-course meal for his family this week 

starting with Cheesy garlic mash with pigs in blankets and beans, 

followed by Eton Mess for dessert using forest fruits, ice cream, 

meringue and clotted cream, how luxurious and what a lucky family.   

  

Year 7 

Josh Grube prepared another barbeque banquet for his family, this 

time he created a tasty, spicy rub for the meat, which included sausages, ribs, chicken quarters and pork steaks which 

he served up with chips.   

 

Year 7 Star Cook 

Harrison MacDonald-Love created some appetising looking pastries, baking them until they 

were golden brown and then dusting them with icing sugar.  Well done Harrison. 

 

Year 8 

James Hodgkiss has continued to demonstrate his amazing baking skills this week presenting 

a deep and mouth-watering looking Victoria Sponge filled with strawberry jam and fresh cream.  Jake White baked 

some delicious looking chocolate cookies, they were gigantic, I hoped he didn’t eat them all at once.  John Glover-

Smith created a tasty and cheesy pasta tray bake, full of green vegetables and tomatoes, what a healthy dish for his 

family.  I had to apologise this week as I had received an entry by email and had completely forgotten to add it to our 

entries, it was back from when Year 8 were doing their French trip at home and I was sent some great photos. (See 

below) 

 

Year 8 Star Cook 

Leah McEvoy finished of her French week of activities with a French meal prepared for her family. She started with 

snails, then French onion soup with a heart shaped bread crouton, then ratatouille, then ice cream and a cheese board, 

très magnifique I think and I’m sure her family did too. 
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Our Vision for the PMS Family 

Our vision for the PMS Family is that there is a strong culture of learning for all, in which we are all engaged in the 

local, national and global landscape, each making our contribution through thoughtful, small steps on a daily basis.  

Everyone is confident and articulate, both orally and through writing. Everyone has an appreciation of the 

importance of reading and mathematics, which feeds into our love of learning; additionally, we all show character, 

tolerance and an understanding of others in the PMS family, as well as all other citizens around us – both near and 

far.  

We are aware and active regarding how we can contribute to the global goals as well as demonstrate the British 

Values. As lifelong learners, we are aware of how to stay healthy- both physically and mentally. We are resilient to 

cope with the challenges of the ever changing world that we live in, and in preparation for the world of work. 

Diversity and inclusion are both promoted and celebrated by everyone here, alongside a strong ethos of 

safeguarding, not only for the children but also for the whole school community. 

Our learning approach is shaped by the philosophy of John Hatties’ Visible Learning and our approach to dealing with 

behaviour aims to be consistent and restorative, based on the work of Paul Dix. Our ‘Curriculum Intent’ encapsulates 

what we aim to achieve through a clear curriculum map, well sequenced lessons, assemblies, extra- curricular clubs 

and activities. 

Our vision is that both children and staff are happy and enthused about learning here at PMS, and consequently 

great learning takes place.  
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Penkridge Middle School Curriculum Intent 

At Penkridge Middle School we aim to prepare our students to become global citizens who are curious and 

passionate about the world around them, on a local, national and global scale. Through engaging with the United 

Nations Global Goals and British Values, our broad curriculum presents big ideas and has high aspirations for all. Our 

curriculum is designed to provide challenge and purpose in all subject areas, with wider skills, such as interpersonal 

skills, confidence, socialisation, language development, resilience, a healthy lifestyle (both physical and mental) and 

relevant knowledge and skills for careers built into learning.  Through our curriculum we will offer cultural capital to 

our students, giving them an understanding of the world around them. 

As a member of the Penk Valley Academy Trust we support Visible Learning, an evidence based pedagogical 

approach to teaching and learning. We are a Level 2 Visible Learning accredited school, celebrating our commitment 

to the pedagogy since 2016. The approach involves teachers seeing learning through the eyes of students; and 

students seeing themselves as their own teachers. All students, in all lessons, at Penkridge Middle School will be 

supported and driven by the Visible Learning approach to create resilient, lifelong learners, who are capable of self-

led learning and are prepared for the next stage of their education. 

We see reading, maths and oracy skills as essential life skills. We are building a curriculum that promotes skilled 

reading and a love of reading as these are core to the intent of the school. We are targeting the use rich texts across 

the curriculum and for reading skills to be developed in all lessons.  Our goal is that students are supported to 

become proficient learners and encouraged to read for pleasure, including during our Drop Everything and Read 

sessions, where the whole school (adults included) stop and read a book of their choice. We aim to encourage a high 

standard of mathematical understanding, making links across the curriculum, as well as to the wider community. 

Oracy is developed through workshops with Talk the Talk, classroom discussion, intelligent questioning and planned 

presentations. Through this our students are able to discuss and articulate confidently both in the classroom and 

beyond, develop problem solving and teamwork skills and can convey their thoughts and reasoning to others 

effectively, not only verbally, but also in writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


