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The building works have now started and coming along well.   As you can appreciate this makes the 

entrance to school a busy place, if you are able to avoid bringing vehicles to the top of the drive it 

would be appreciated.   

The footings have been dug and the first bricks are being laid 

next week. 

 

Please remember that nuts cannot be brought into school as we have children who suffer with nut 

allergies.   Fizzy drinks cannot be brought into school. 

é 7TH February 8SS  

 

 

ALL THINGS ARE DIFFICULT 
BEFORE THEY ARE EASY 
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…

5th February  Y7 Parents Evening 

11th February  (am) Dance rehearsal at WHS for students in Mrs Woolletts dance club 

11th February  (1800-1930) Dance performance at Wolgarston High School 

12th February  Y5 Parents Evening 

13th February Y7 Talk the Talk, Y8 Careers day, Y5 & 6 Global Goals day. 

14th February  School closed for inset day 

27th February  Y6 Parents Evening 

6th March  World Book Day 

12th March  Y8 Parents Evening 

16-17th March  Y5 Bikeability  

18th March  Y7 visit to Wolseley Centre  - 7LW and 7RCT 

19th March  Y7 visit to Wolseley Centre  - 7JWD and 7KM 

3rd April  School closes for Easter Break 

20th April  School opens for Summer Term 

27th April – 1st May Y8 France Trip  

8th May  Bank Holiday 

It’s week 3 of What’s in a Word! A huge 

thank you to everybody who entered last 

week. CONGRATULATIONS go to George and 

William J in 5CWK for their amazing joint entry. 

They will be entered into our prize draw at 

Easter. CONGRATULATIONS again, however, to 

Lilia in Year 5 for another super entry! 

This week’s root word is.. scope (meaning to look at) 

Have a look at this ‘Wagoll’ to get you started…. 

Equi- comes from the Latin meaning even/level/same. 

equate, equal…….. ……..(just remember that the words you come up with have to have a 

connection with the root. The word equine, for example, is not suitable as this word refers back 

to the Latin word for horse. 

Entries need to be handed in by Tuesday afternoon. There will be a box in the office where you 

can post your entry or e-mail entries to Whats-in-a-word@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk please! 

(Do remember to include the name and class of the child who is attending school.) 

Name and class:…………………………………………………………………. 

Root: scope  from the Latin meaning …………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

mailto:Whats-in-a-word@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk
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for week 20th –25th January 2020 

EVIE HASSALL 5CWK  EVIE FORMAN 6AG                      JAMES MURPHY 7JWD ALEX GRIFFIN 8DH 

CAMERON POPE 5JB MAX DODD 6AP CODY RICHARDSON 7KM  HANNAH BAKER 8HE 

ALEX REED 5LK JOSH THORNBY 6CA THEO DOCKERY 7RCT  JAMES MURPHY 8JW 

FINN SANDERS 5RK TAMSIN FLANNERY 6TG EMILY DILLON 7LW  BEN WALMSLEY 8SH 

JACK FOLEY 5SE    JAKE WHITE 8SS 

 

  

 

Samuel Aldridge (5JB)  Hannah Baker (8HE)  Ava Barnes (5CWK) 

Lilia Barrett (5SE)  Oliver Bastable (6CA)  Caitlin Best (5JB) 

Macey Collins (6CA)  Martha Felton (8SH)  Millie Felton (8SH) 

Ellie Glover (8SS)  Alex Griffin (8DH)  Lochlann Gutteridge (5CWK) 

Alfie Haynes (5JB)  Jessica Heap (7JWD)  Beatrice Heath (7LW) 

Chloe Heathcote (8HE)   John Heywood (8SH)  Ciaran Hinks (7JWD) 

Isabelle Hodges (7RCT)  Finlay Howell (7LW)  Amelia Jones (5JB) 

Daniel Lemm (5LK)  Darcie Lloyd (5JB)  Harriet McDonald (7RCT) 

Arthur McMullan (5LK)  Joe Milner (8SS)   Eva Minton (5SE) 

Isabelle Munnelly (7LW) Elizabeth Owen (6TG)  Ethan Parr (6AG) 

Isaac Payton (7LW)  James Platt (8SH)  Kaylie Poon (5LK) 

Alex Reed (5LK)   Isabelle Reed (7RCT)  Archie Richards (8SH) 

Stella Richards (5LK)  Sophie Rostron (7RCT)  Kieran Sanders-Cook (7JWD) 

Holly Scott (5JB)  Oliver Scriven (8SH)  Neve Skidmore (8SH) 

Katie-Rose Sturgess (7LW) Cameron Tarplee (8SH)  Marci Turner (7JWD) 

Ben Walmsley (8SH)  Alfie Ward (8SS)  Cara Ward (6CA) 

Emily Wellsbury (5JB)  Jonathan Wood (5SE) 
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Book Review: 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid Wrecking Ball 

By Connie and Stella Richards, 5LK 

 

Jeff Kinney comes back with a brand new addition to the Wimpy Kid family: “Wrecking Ball”! 

This story comes with action, humour and mega plot twists all in one book!  

The latest book in this series follows the story of Greg Hefley, your average middle school boy, 

with an embarrassing mom, an annoying older brother, a strict dad and an “innocent” younger 

brother. The book is still on the market in the kid’s section of your local bookstore. Now, thanks 

to the hardworking staff at Wimpy.Co, this book is now available on audible and read by Dan 

Russel.  

Jeff Kinney has written an astounding twenty-one books and we guarantee this will be one of 

your all-time favourites!  

 

Reviews 

“OMG! Jeff Kinney is the best author ever!” says Timmy Hogheg. 

“This book had me laughing my head off!” replied The SUN  

“If the Queen saw this book her hat would fly off!” Says Jackie Piper 

“ The best book I’ve ever read since Hamlet!” exclaimed Julia Kale. 

“ These books are terrifically amazing!” Shouted Freddy James! 

 

Facts about Jeff Kinney 

Jeff Kinney was born on the 19th of February 1971 so he is now 48 years old. 

He started drawing at an early age - 3 to be exact! 

He has a wife called Julia Kinney 

He published Wrecking Ball on the 5th November 2019 

 

 

 

 

 



L’hebdo  31/01/2020 

 

 

 
Year 5 and 6 Sportshall Athletics 

By Harriet Ball, 6AG 

 

On Monday 20th January 2020, Years 5 and 6 participated in the Sportshall Athletics Schools’ 
Competition. There were ten boys and ten girls that participated that day! The ten schools joining 
in were split into two groups, there was a morning group and an afternoon group. Penkridge 
Middle School were put in the afternoon group with: Codsall Middle, Brewood Middle, Westfield 
and Moathouse!   
 
The way the competition worked was that throughout out the day points would be gained and at 
the end the team with the most points would win overall or in their round.  
In our heat we played extremely well, in fact we came 1st out of the five schools we competed 
against in our round with a whopping 208 points! However, overall we came 4th out of the 10 
schools. 
 
Mr. Pedley, PMS PE teacher, said the following about the day: “I thought it was another well run 
event!  The track and field events were a true highlight.  I would like to pass on all of my 
congratulations to everyone who took part! 
 
Ruby Crawford-Jones in 6AG said “I did a vertical jump which was easy, along with the javelin 
Which was hard.  I also did an obstacle course!  In the obstacle course I had to do a forward roll, 
jump across a ladder, climb through a tunnel, jump over hurdles and turn before running back to 
clap a fellow teammate’s hand.  After this, I would re-join the back of the line.” 
 
Finally, William Corbett also in 6AG said, “My favourite event was the over and under event.  I had 
to run, go under tunnels, forward roll and jump over hurdles.  I really enjoyed it and would loved to 
be picked again.” 
 
This was a successful event and one to be proud of (apart the boys singing on the coach - they 
sang the same song all the way there and back)! 
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You can download this and other resources from www.elsa-support.co.uk 
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Year 7 Netball 

Penkridge Y7 played Weston Road High School on Thursday 24th January.  Weston Road had 

the home team advantage but we had a brilliant start.  They had the first centre pass but it 

wasn’t long before we had possession.  By half time we were leading 5-1. Isla Sheldon-Ward 

(C) and Lucy Axcell did a really good job in centre court getting the ball down to the 

shooters, while Olivia Cochraine and Corrine Haynes intercepted other passes into the semi 

circle.  The final score was 9-2.  A great win with Lauren Milner scoring 7 and Katie Sturgess 

scoring 2.  Well done team. 
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English— Students will host a debate linked to a current global topic. Following this, children will recap on 
poetry, this time focussing on free verse and the opportunities this style offers—penning a free verse poem as a 
letter linked to their global cause. Finally, reading will allow children to explore and compare style in different 
genres. They will compare authors of many different texts and conclude by writing their own text for a 
younger reader.  

Computing— Codes and 
Messages.  Students investigate 
methods of sending messages  
using codes and ciphers, such as 
Morse code and Caesar Ciphers. 
Students then make links to 
binary code used in computing. 

Music—All the learning is focused 
around one song: The Fresh Prince 
Of Bel Air. The material presents 
an integrated approach to music 
where games, the interrelated 
dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, 
pitch etc.), singing and playing 
instruments are all linked.  

 Design and Technology—
Pupils are creating a small 
circuit using electronics and 
manufacturing a house to 
hide it.  The circuit will include 
an LED which will make the 
house light up.  They will be 
using a soldering iron to make 
metal joins. 

French— students will be 
revisiting colours they learnt 
in first school.  They will then 
apply gender rules for 
adjectives to describe clothes, 
using colour and size.  

Focus on good French 
pronunciation. 

Art—Year 6 Will be continuing Art 
for this half term and then will 
rotate with DT. For their final half 
term in art students will finish 
making their African inspired 
masks using their recycled plastic 
bottles. Painting and decorating 
the faces and also developing 
their skills in tone. 

Maths— Students explore how to multiply decimals up to two decimal places by a single 
digit, as well as converting decimals to a percentage. Students will use simple formulae in 

algebra, as well as finding a  rule and expressing it algebraically. 

Science - Evolution, students 
identify adaptations to 
environment and how they 
were created and passed on 
through inheritance. Students 
study evolution and the 
evidence that supports the 
theory, such as fossils. 

P.E.— Boys gymnastics—create 
more longer, complex sequences, 
including changes of levels, speed 
and direction. Show clarity, fluency 
and accuracy in their actions. Girls 
hockey—developing hockey skills 
and rules and applying them to 
challenges/games. 

Homework—Most weeks students will have MyMaths, 1 sheet of Maths homework, reading 3 times 
per week (including comprehension), SPAG.com. Students may also choose to complete takeaway 
homework in any subject area:  

Create a research info pack, write a newspaper article, Write a word list for topic vocabulary 

PSHE—Dreams and goals— 
Students learn about  how 
important it is to: work hard, 
work with others and have a 
positive attitude towards 
achieving their goals. 

Year 6 Curriculum 

Spring Half term 1 

History— 
Students will study the Industrial 
revolution and visit Quarry Bank 
Mill. This will allow then to 
consider the significant changes to 
society during the Victorian 
period and the consequences of 
this for the modern day. 
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Computing— Data 
representation, Students will 
learn how binary is used to 
store information in 
computers. Students will 
learn how to convert binary 
code into to decimal 
numbers and convert ASCII 
binary into letters. 

Music—This topic introduces 
students to the lines and spaces 
of the Treble Clef in terms of 
staff notation, students to learn 
the correct pitch note names. 
Revising the names of black 
keys on a piano/keyboard and 
the symbols for sharps and flats.  

History— The Norman Conquest. 

Students study the causes and 

consequences of the Norman 

Invasion. 

RE—Sacred Writings & Parables. 

Students consider different 

possible interpretations for a 

range of sacred writings and 

religious teachings. 

Design and Technology— 

Resistant materials —Students are 
designing and making a clock 
from plastic.  They are studying 
the Memphis design group and 
will base their clock on this theme.   

Textiles —Students are designing 
and making either a wall 
hanging, using new techniques 
and equipment based on the 
theme of 4R’s and sustainability. 

French— finishing physical and 

character descriptions of the 

people and pets in your family.  

Sports, hobbies and pastimes. 

Describing what you do, 

frequency etc. 

Telling the time in French. 

Present tense of verbs. 

Art— Students will be learning 
how to draw their portrait in 
following the proportion rules. 
Students will later develop their 
drawing skills further to produce 
a final portrait. We will also be 
learning about gender equality. 
Looking at important woman in 
history and today. 

Maths— Students will work with negative numbers, including the four operations and the order of 
operations. Students will substitute values into formulae and expressions as part of algebra, as well as 
finding the nth term. As part of geometry, students will learn about the properties angles in polygons, 
including measuring with a protractor. 

  

Science—  Atoms, elements 
and compounds, students 
study the structure of elements 
including creating chemical 
formulae and equations. 
Students will also learn about 
burning and thermal 
decomposition, conservation of 
mass and exo/endothermic 
reactions. 

P.E.— Boys orienteering /team 
building—apply techniques and 
skills with consistency and quality 
in familiar environments. Plan 
activities and accept challenges 
presented and  understand how 
to improve performance. Girls 
dance— perform and develop 
dance ideas and motifs and 
create longer and more complex 
dance routines. 

Homework 
Students should expect homework from a range of topics up to 4 hours a week, including weekly 
homework from Maths and English. They may also be offered additional tasks that will be useful to 
for them to prepare for upcoming lessons. 

PSHE— Dreams and goals— 
Students will learn about short 
and medium term goals, being 
realistic and identifying the steps 
to success. 

Year 7 Curriculum 

Spring Half term 1 
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English—Students will conclude their study of A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens and will move on to reading 
works from the GCSE Poetry anthology ‘Relationships’. Understanding the structure of poems in the collection 
and writing about their differences and similarities, as well as developing a deeper understanding of the 
contextual factors for poets will form the basis of this unit of work. Again students will hone in on specific 
language used by the poets and attempt to ’explode the quote’ to assist in deepening their analytical skills.   
Understanding how to vary sentence functions in my writing 

Computing-  Data 
representation, Students will 
learn how digital images are 
stored and translated from 
binary to the picture we see 
on screen. This will include 
the creation and coding of 
their own bitmap images. 

Music– Reggae music.  After 
exploring the origins of reggae 
music as one of a number of 
different styles of Caribbean 
music, students learn about the 
importance of bass lines in 
reggae music and how offbeat 
chords are a key feature the 
genre.   

Geography —Tectonics. Students 
develop an understanding of the 
key processes and events relating 
to tectonics. 
RE—Students analyse and 
compare the evidence and 
arguments used when engaging 
with questions about the nature 
and existence of God  
  
 
— 

Design and Technology— Food - 
Students are learning new skills, 
creating dishes and products such 
as bread, goujons and will have a 
Masterchef competition 

Graphics—Students will learn new 
techniques, new drawing systems  
Metal—Students will make a 
photoframe from Aluminium, 
including cutting a hole from the 
centre. 

French— finishing Masterchef 
topic: making our salads 
and presenting the process 
in the past tense. 

Histoires de Vie 
Using poem “Déjeuner du Matin” 
and other texts to introduce 
perfect tense of irregular verbs. 
   

Art— Students are learning about 
the Pop Art movement. Exploring 
artists like Andy Warhol, Roy 
Lichtenstein and Claes Oldenburg. 
Students will then create a final 
clay sculpture inspired by Claes 
Oldenburg’s iconic food sculptures. 
Later students will also get an 
opportunity to look at Urban 
art/Graffiti looking at how artists 
express their views on politics and 
the world. 

Maths—Students will learn about co-ordinates across 4 quadrants to create, calculate and interpret 
gradients on a graph. As part of geometry students will use scale factors for diagrams and maps and 
draw and measure line segments and angles of geometric figures. Students will develop their 
statistical understanding, working with the mean, median and mode. 

Science— Energy, students 
learn about energy stores 
(including kinetic, elastic 
potential, electrical and 
magnetic energy) and the 
conservation of energy. 
Students will investigate 
energy transfer (heat transfer) 
and how this can be 
encouraged or prevented 

P.E.— Boys orienteering 
/leadership—Use more specific 
techniques and strategies and plan 
and organise themselves quickly and 
communicate their plans to others; be 
clear about the nature of the task set 
and show some initiative in 
responding to it.  Girls hockey—use a 
range of skills and techniques fluently 
and accurately; devise and carry out 
a range of different tactics and 
practices; work cooperatively in their 
groups, taking on a variety of roles 
within the group and the games 
played; 

Homework 
Students should expect homework from a range of topics up to 4 hours a week, including weekly 
homework from Maths and English. They may also be offered additional tasks that will be useful to 
for them to prepare for upcoming lessons. 

PSHE—Dreams and goals— 
Students will learn about short 
and medium term goals, being 
realistic and identifying the 
steps to success. Developing 
tenacity and resilience. Careers 
café—careers. 

Year 8 Curriculum 

Spring Half term 1 
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