This week it was lovely to have our new Deputy Head, Mr Grocutt joining us for a transition visit. He will also be
in next Monday ready to start straight after Easter. However, it is very hard to believe that after all these years
Mr West will be retiring in just a couple of weeks. He will be hugely missed by the whole school community,
especially by the Leadership Team.
Mr West’s classes will be covered by Mrs Jones. Mrs Kemble will be returning from maternity leave and pick up
the classes that have been taught by Mrs Evans and Mrs Evans in turn will pick up some of the classes from Mrs
Jones. At this time of year, we often swop some teachers around to allow for extra intervention for Y6 prior to
SATS and Y8 prior to their transfer tests. We will ensure as much as possible that the children know key
changes that we are making prior to breaking up for Easter.

All year groups will have assessments in the Summer term:
Y6 will have their KS2 SATS during the week beginning 13th May. Straight after this they will be completing
their writing evidence over a number of weeks which forms another important component of their SATS
grades. Please ensure that they avoid missing any school now as much as possible.
Y5 & Y7 will have GL tests for Maths and English during the week beginning 7th May and/or week beginning
20th May.
Y8 will have their GL tests for Maths, English and Science in the week beginning 3rd June and possible the week
after.

Many thanks to all parents and carers for returning the Dietary and Medical Information sheets for Condover
Hall so promptly. Please can we remind you that the payment deadline of the 1st April is looming. Due to the
terms of booking with Condover, we must make all payments by this date to ensure that the trip can go ahead
as planned – late payments could jeopardise the visit for all students. Thank you in advance for your
understanding and co-operation in this matter.
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On the 3rd April 2019 Year 7 students at Penkridge Middle School will work with expert trainers from the
education charity Talk The Talk.
Talk The Talk’s mission is to improve students’ communication skills to enable positive interaction in all life
situations.
Talk The Talk has trained over 15,000 students in the past twelve months in England and Wales and nearly
75,000 since we first started - using a programme developed over the past six years.
Talk About Communication is an exciting and engaging master-class in essential speaking and listening skills
within a creative classroom environment teaches students how to use persuasive language techniques to get
‘their message’ across. The day highlights and nurtures employability skills, interview techniques and key
presentation skills. Via numerous speaking opportunities, students are coached and supported throughout the
day to deliver a structured two-minute presentation, on a topic for which they have a genuine passion, to their
peers.
We will have 5 trainers in for the day, one working with each class for the full day. Therefore, we ask for a
contribution of £10 per student, payable on parent pay to help us cover the cost of this exciting opportunity.
Half of the cost is being paid for by charity and we feel that it is a great opportunity for our Y7 students. School
are also contributing to the day and will cover the cost for students in receipt of Free School Meals.
“There is no doubt that grades open the door to opportunity for our students. But when they walk through that
door – it is a completely different set of skills. We are striving to ensure that all young people are suitably equipped
with the essential tools and skills to communicate confidently in a variety of situations – both within school and in
their lives beyond.
Young people are reluctant to stand up and speak out. They are reticent in voicing their thoughts and opinions due
to the fear of being wrong or being ridiculed by their peers. One of the keys to the success of the Talk The Talk
programme is breaking down these barriers by creating an environment of mutual respect with a supportive ethos
within the classroom. When students stand up and voice their opinions, share their thoughts and present their
ideas – they are applauded by their peers and congratulated by their workshop leader and school staff alike. We
demonstrate that speaking out is not a ‘life or death’ experience – but one that we CAN do – and one that is no way
near as daunting as we might think.”
Richard Hull – Director – Talk The Talk
“The evidence points very persuasively to a highly successful intervention, in particular for shy and reticent
students, helping to increase their skills and confidence.”
Professor John MacBeath - Cambridge University
There is overwhelming support for the effectiveness of the Talk The Talk project…
NET – National Education Trust

L’hebdo 29/03/19
Page 2 of 17

We will be selling clean, used jumpers etc at the end of the day on Thursday 4th April. We charge £1 per item.
They shouldn’t be named but if parents want to come and look through other lost property that may be an
opportunity also.

'
To support the Year 8 pupil safeguarding aspects we have booked a highly recommended drama production
called 'Chelsea's Choice' to show Year 8 pupils on Thursday 4th April. This has been shown in previous years to
Year 8 pupils and is highly regarded by various agencies who deal with safeguarding issues.
This production addresses the issues relating to sexual exploitation, reaching young people to give them some
skills and knowledge to be able to protect themselves from this form of abuse. The production shows how
young people, boys and girls, are groomed by adults’ exploitation using various methods, ensnaring them and
eventually taking complete control and dominating their whole lives.
Through the drama production, pupils will gain a better understanding of the devastating impact that sexual
exploitation has on a young person's life. This is a very useful and innovative way of raising awareness of the
issues relating to sexual exploitation and reaching young people, giving them some skills and knowledge to be
able to protect themselves from this form of abuse.
Thank you for supporting our pupils in this important safeguarding matter.
If you have any questions regarding this drama, please contact the School Office.
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Please read the information below to see the activities that your child/children will be learning this half term
(Monday 1st April – Friday 7th June 2019) and the kit that they are required to bring to the lesson.
It is important to note that the activity changes part way through this term; to athletics, due to a very short
summer term 1, where we would be unable to complete the athletics module. Thank you.
Boys
Lesson 1
Lesson 2

5TG/5SJ
Swimming (5SJ)
Athletics
Athletics

5CWK/5JB
Athletics

Y6
Y7
Athletics Athletics

Y8
Athletics

Athletics

Athletics Athletics

Athletics

All boys’ PE lessons (except swimming) will require their PE top, black shorts, black PMS zip top, PE socks
(these can be the black socks with red band from our suppliers or white PE sports socks) and trainers.
Girls
Lesson 1
Lesson 2

5TG/5SJ
Swimming
(5SJ)
Athletics
Athletics

5CWK/5JB
Athletics

Y6
Athletics

Y7
Athletics

Y8
Athletics

Athletics

Athletics

Athletics

Athletics

All girls’ lessons (except for swimming) will require their PE top and black shorts (PE socks (these can be the
black socks with red band from our suppliers or white PE sports socks) and trainers.


Students can wear their PE fleece (boys) or black sweater or PE fleece (girls) if the temperature drops
during the term.
________________________________________________________________________
Useful things to know: Please note that some of the information below refers to students who have our
previous kit and not the new PE kit.











Your child will be able to participate fully in a lesson if they have all the kit required for the activity. We
have had lots of students in the first Autumn term who have been quite disorganised and some bringing
their own version of the PE kit. Please support us in ensuring our kit rules are applied. Thank you.
Please ensure all kit and uniform are named. In the event of loss of an item of kit or uniform, then
anything found is put in the ‘lost property’ boxes at the end of the PE corridor. Please encourage your
child to look in these boxes if they have misplaced/lost something.
In the event of your child abstaining from PE; then a separate note must be provided and signed by the
parent/carer. They must also change into their kit and take an alternative role in the lesson. We
understand that this won’t always be possible.
A towel is required when the lesson is football. Pupils are encouraged to demonstrate good hygiene,
washing their arms and legs, as time does not permit a full shower.
Black tracksuit bottoms are an option during the colder months if the teacher deems it necessary to
wear them. Please bear in mind that your child still needs shorts when the weather keeps us indoors.
It is important that your child wears the appropriate top for the weather (i.e. red top/black
sweater/black PE fleece - cold days, white top –warm days)
Students with long hair must have it tied back. For safety reasons, ear studs, watches and
charity/friendship bands are to be removed at the beginning of PE lessons and when participating in
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any other physical activity. In some cases, we allow ‘fitness’ style watches to be worn. However, we do
ask them to be covered up with a wrist sweatband.
If your child wants to have his/her ear pierced, then can we suggest the start of the summer holidays so
that it can be removed for PE lessons when they start back in September?
If you choose to have the ear/s pierced at any other time, then the parent of the child should supply
him/her with something to cover them during the lesson. Please note that your child will be unable to
participate in activities where the piercing poses a risk even if it is covered up.
Please encourage your child to keep their nails short, especially in games like basketball/netball.
Aerosols/deodorant aerosols are not allowed in PE/School.
Please encourage your child to be hygienic and not to wear their kit under their uniform before or after
the lesson.
Appropriate sports footwear should be worn for the lesson; that has adequate grip and support for the
activity being taught. School shoes are not appropriate.
If you have any questions/issues about kit or the above points, then please contact the PE department
on 01785 413400.

1.

Students must wear their full PE kit for all clubs including shin pads and boots for football. The
exception is dance club.

2.

Students must wait for their teacher before starting their activity.

3.

Students should eat their lunch directly after the activity and change back into uniform before the end
of lunch, unless they have PE or a fixture in the afternoon, of course.

4.

Get involved and enjoy!

Thank you.
PE department
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Year 7 Football (Knockout Cup)
On Thursday 21st March, our year 7 football team kicked off their knockout cup campaign with a fantastic
display of teamwork, great goals and a couple of brave saves from our goalkeeper, Ben; on his debut. It was a
convincing 4-1 win over Blessed William Howard High School with a hat trick from Joe Milner (Captain) and a
4th goal executed cleanly by Rafe Whitehouse. Well done to all the squad in their first game. Weston Road High
lost to Sir Graham Balfour (SGB), so our year 7 team are currently training to host SGB in the semi-final at
Penkridge in the coming weeks.

Team: Joe Milner ©, Rafe Whitehouse, Spencer Kirk, Ben Yerbury (GK), Harrison Mason-Smith, Alfie Ward,
Harry Churchill, Ethan Rowley, Cameron Tarplee, Chase Owen, James Millard, Cooper Marsh
Year 8 Football (Knockout Cup)
The year 7 team weren’t the only successful team, with our year 8 squad starting their knockout cup campaign.
After winning this cup convincingly with a 5-0 win against Weston Road in the final last year, the pressure is
there to repeat the excellent display of results they achieved. They did not disappoint on Thursday evening,
playing against Walton High School, beating them 5-0. The first goal was an unfortunate own goal, but we had
three different scorers. James Barnett sent a ball in from the ‘corner flag’ (in play) and it dipped beautifully over
the keeper into the top right corner of the net. Two greatly executed goals from Braden; and Alfie smoothly
applying a powerful shot at goal. Jamie was pleased with keeping a clean sheet in our goal. This was a game of
great team work and good footwork, especially from Doug Hughes (Captain), Noah and Alfie and a solid
defensive back four. Well done to all the squad and we look forward to welcoming back Fin and Dan back to
strengthen our squad even more.

Year 7 Netball Tournament

Year 8 Netball Tournament
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Team: Mason Goddard, Archie Russell, Will Jarvis,
Leo Lloyd, Alfie Hughes, Doug Hughes ©, Noah
Paton, James Barnett, Braden Webb, Callum Duff,
Edward Matthew, Max Wyllie, Jamie Roberts (GK)

We now await their next opponent in the next few weeks.
Year 5 and Year 6 Cross Country Primary Schools Competition
It was 4 weeks ago when the Primary District Cross Country Competition got underway. Over 4 weeks there
were to be four races. The first meeting being at Rowley Park. It was here the journey began for a selected
group of boys and girls from y5 and y6 working as a team to run the cross country courses set for them. Each
runner was to complete the course and the first four runners from boys and first four from the girls counted
towards the final score for that particular race. Positions were counted up and obviously, the lower the score,
the better your result! Our runners were a little nervous going into their first race but they didn’t need to be;
they were all selected because they are great runners.
The first race came back with a fantastic result for Penkridge boys, scoring 29 points, placing them in 1st place
amongst 15 schools and the girls 11th with 172.
The second race was going to be a tough one, because the weather was unpredictable. It was unfortunate that
on the day the weather had deemed the course unsafe, so it was cancelled. This prompted the organisers to
take the 3rd race meeting to be at Rowley Park again.
The 3rd race did the runners a favour because the course was known to them, but again our boys and girls came
through, achieving great results. Penkridge boys scored 38 points putting them in first place again; a convincing
win. The girls continued to try hard and finished in 11th position.
The fourth and final race was at 9 Gates, Cannock Chase. It was the decider, where all points would be added
together and a winner announced. It was a lovely bright evening albeit a little cool. All our runners were in
good spirits and the boys did feel a bit of pressure as they had been holding 1st position for a few weeks and to
let it slip would have been a personal disappointment for each of them. This was especially true for Jude
Rushby and Niyal Barton who both came 1st and 3rd respectively in their last two races and Corrine Haynes; 7th
in her last race.
What a final race! It was the first time that Jude, Niyal and Corrine had a close finish where other strong
runners were surrounding them, putting them under quite a lot of pressure to achieve their personal best. We
are pleased to say that they did, achieving 1st, 4th and 6th in their respective races. Congratulations!
The praise was equally deserved for all for an inspiring run and personal bests in the course of the three
meetings. Well done to all runners and we look forward to see what they achieve over the coming years in their
running competitions.
It was the boys who were full of cheer as the overall results had come in. They maintained their pole position,
achieving 1st place overall. What an achievement! A special congratulations goes out to Jude Rushby who was
also overall male winner. It is the first time in any competition that I have been to where one runner from this
school has won all three races! Well done!
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Team: Theo Dockery, Finn Gamston, Jude
Rushby, Ted Cooper, William Barnett,
Niyal Barton, Todd Frost, Toby Hussey,
Corrine Haynes, Amerah Haynes, Libby
Lever, Isobel Saunders, Elena Cowing,
Evie Forman
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Dear Parent / Carer,
Penkridge Middle School – Y5/Y6 Dance club
There will be a new dance teacher joining us on Tuesdays after school. This will be in addition to Mrs Woollett’s
club on Thursday. Miss Locke is an experienced dance teacher who has set up her own dance business in
Penkridge. She will be providing a club on Tuesdays (3:40-4:40pm) at Penkridge Middle School, in the school
hall. This club will be aimed at Y5 and Y6 students ONLY.
The style of dance will be freestyle and acro and is open to all abilities. The first club session will be FREE and
takes place on Tuesday 2nd April at 3:40pm. If your child wants to continue attending the club, then a fee will
be charged. This is to be confirmed very soon and we will notify you of this.
For the club, students need to wear comfortable clothing that will enable them to move freely and safely.
Students can wear their PE kit if they so wish. They should also bring with them a water bottle to keep
hydrated.
If you are happy for your child to take part in the club, please complete the attached consent form and return it
to Mr Sutton. Places are limited, so please return your slip by Monday 1st April 2019.
If you have any further queries regarding this club, please do not hesitate to contact me, either on
office@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk or by telephone on 01785 413252.
Yours sincerely,
Mr S Sutton
Head of PE
Penkridge Middle School

please cut off reply slip and return

Parental Consent – after school club
I give permission for my child: ________________________ in Form: ______ to participate in the dance club on Tuesday
2nd April 2019. I have read and understood the details on the letter.
I will make provisions for my child to be picked up from Penkridge Middle School at 4:40pm.
OR

(please tick one box only).

My child can walk/cycle home from School.

Signed_______________________Parent/Carer

PRINT NAME_________________________

Date:__________

Emergency telephone number____________________________ Any medical conditions____________________________
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This Easter from Tuesday 23 – Friday 26 our playleaders Charlotte and Kelly are running the #SORTED holiday
club from Wolgarston.
The club for kids aged 8-13 runs 8am – 5pm and costs £22.50 per person. Take a look at the flyer below to see
what activities are planned – something for everyone!
So, if you need to work over Easter, or perhaps you just think your kids would really enjoy the activities on
offer, hurry and book your places today. Text or phone the #sorted hotline on 07591 383 296.
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Class
5CWK
5SJ
5JB
5TG
6CA
6LK
6AP
6AG
7LS
7LW
7JW
7KM
7CM
8SH
8SS
8RC
8JM

Star Student
Martha Andrews
Janie Morris
Sian Matthews
Olivia Wynn-Jones
Chad Foster
Evie Phillips
Lacey Keenan-James
Cody Richardson
Chase Owen
Tristan Taylor
Grace Ellam
Maple Norman
Will Wright
Emily Spillard
Tyler Draper
Harrison Horan
Maddie Ross

This week, these students were ‘what a good one looks like’:






Olivia Whittle
Callum Brassington
Grace Fletcher
Frances Lyons
Emily Pugh







Mya-Tya Haynes
Faith Clay
Ethan Parr
Lily Pace
Kaitlyn Prince







Alfie Kite
Eva Abley
Grace Ellam
Amelia Rogers
Ryan Palmer

Our amazing writers this week are:






Sian Matthews
Olivia Jones
Joel Hemming
Roman Maxfield
Marci Turner
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Reading Café Rota 2019
Date
05 April 2019
10 May 2019
17 May 2019
24 May 2019

Wednesday 3rd April
Thursday 11th April
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Class
6CA
6AG
6AP
6SE

Date
07 June 2019
14 June 2019
21 June 2019
28 June 2019

Class
5CWK
5SJ
5TG
5JB

Talk the Talk (Year 7 Only)
Writing Café for all of Y6 students at 3.45pm
– details to follow.

We are a FA Charter Standard Club and have been running teams in Penkridge for over 30 years, playing
competitive football in the local leagues, all teams train on the 3G pitch at Penkridge Leisure Centre.
We are looking for players to join our teams for next season 2019/2020 if you are interested or would like
more information please contact Paul Mallaband 01785 715352 or paulmallaband@yahoo.co.uk
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