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Hi Everyone, 

 I hope that you are well? 

It has been very strange to have so few students in school this week but we hope that everyone else is getting used 

to the new routine of home school. Students should be working through their packs, working on the VLE, enjoying 

time outside and getting into a routine which suits your household. See more information from Mr Meredith below: 

Our new routine in school has been as follows: 

8.30am Play Outside 

8.55am Joe Wickes exercises on Youtube.  

9.40 Work from pack/VLE or activity with teacher 

11.15 Break outside  

11.30 Commando Joe/ outside activity 

12.30 Lunch and play 

1.30 Singing/ craft activity 

2.00-3.30 Learning by questions/ VLE work   with lots of handwashing going on too! 

Students are doing less academic study than normal but we feel that this balance is right in the current situation.  

Please read the attached Fridge Guidance to help you as a parent at this incredibly difficult time.  

The students in school have been great fun this week, working and playing hard. So far we have done some baking, 

STEM challenges, table tennis, bowling as well as the above. More details and some photos are on our Penkridge 

Middle School Facebook. Well done to those of you working hard at home too. 

Well done also goes to all of our key worker parents; you are amazing! 

I hope that we can all get back to normal soon as I am missing you all. However, for now try to embrace the new 

normal. 

Stay safe & keep smiling 

Love Mrs Frost x 

LIVE LIFE AS IT IS, NOT AS YOU THINK IT SHOULD BE 
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Dear parents/carers, please us the following links to support your young people whilst at home with 

being safe online and also some support with remote learning. 

Unlimited free online safety guides for your teachers and parents via our 

website:www.nationalonlinesafety.com/guides 

Free guides on supporting remote learning safely for Pupils 
(https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/10-top-tips-remote-learning-for-children),  and Parents 
(https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/10-top-tips-remote-learning-for-parents) 

Stay safe 

Mr Grocutt 

The health and wellbeing of the children at our school is of the highest importance.  We are currently 
endeavouring to find a whole school initiative to help them to think and learn about different ways to 
keep themselves healthy- both emotionally and mentally. 
 
Additionally, we provide support for parents and carers that they can use in the home. Therefore, 
parents and carers may find the free resource entitled ‘We are at home right now’ useful.  Please click 
on the link below to access information that can help younger children understand the need for the 
situation with regard to home learning and how they can be proactive about the change.  
 

 
 

 
https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/We-are-at-home-right-now.pdf 

Other free resources for emotional wellbeing are available from the site. 

 

https://nationaleducationgroup.cmail20.com/t/t-l-nkrhhuy-ajlirjdjt-y/
https://nationaleducationgroup.cmail20.com/t/t-l-nkrhhuy-ajlirjdjt-u/
https://nationaleducationgroup.cmail20.com/t/t-l-nkrhhuy-ajlirjdjt-b/
https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/We-are-at-home-right-now.pdf
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Firstly, I'd like to thank all of you for your hard work and support as we do our best to make the most of the situation 
we are currently in. Remote learning has presented a few hurdles, but together we are overcoming these. It has 
been really rewarding to be thanked by both parents and students for the work that has gone into the VLE; it is great 
to see it being used to help learning in these unusual times. 
 
We have received some feedback inquiring about the expectation of workload from the VLE. Our general rule is that 
a student should aim to spend the same amount of time on a subject area on the VLE as they would at school. We 
are trying to regulate the amount of work available on the VLC, but please do be flexible with this. It is perfectly 
acceptable that a student might put down work on a subject for a day and go back the next day to complete it. 
 
The VLE is designed to be the hub for students learning and each day there are new tasks being set and we have live 
help chats going on for all subjects. The timetable for when these chats will be taking place will be posted on Class 
Dojo, the schools Facebook page and the ICT subject page of the VLE. The live chats will show up as a link within the 
specified subject during the time slot. To join students just follow the link. Students will also be seeing assignments 
being set, which will allow them to send in work so their teachers can give them feedback 
 
Learning by Questions has proved a popular task with students and they will find two codes per day on the VLE. One 
in the Maths section and one in the English section. There they will also find guidance as to which tasks their year 
group or key stage should attempt. 
 
If your child has not yet ventured onto the VLE, fear not. To access the platform, simply open an internet browser 
(Google Chrome, Internet Explorer, Safari) and type the following address into the address bar: 
 
vle.penkvalley.co.uk 
 
This will then load the log in page for the virtual learning environment (VLE). To log in students should use the same 
details as they do to log into a computer at school, eg A pupil called Sam Jones in Year 5 have the log in s-jones23 
and would know their own password. Should you have any problems logging in, please message Mr Meredith on 
Class Dojo who will be able to assist or failing that email/phone the school office who will forward this to Mr 
Meredith. 
 
Once students have logged in they will be able to scroll down the page and see a list of different subjects. When a 
student first clicks onto a subject area they will be asked to self-enrol by simply clicking on the enrol button. Within 
each subject area there will be lessons and resources for each year group, that will be regularly updated.  
 
Finally, from me I'd like to say thank you to the staff at PMS who are adapting quickly to the new way of teaching 
and are working hard to support our students. 
 
Mr Meredith 
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The VLE content is about to change slightly. Over the course of the next few days the English department will be 

moving much of the current tasks into folders in order to begin provision of curriculum specific tutorials. These 

tutorials will be provided as ppts which can be viewed online or downloaded. Each set of tutorials will provide 

students with a curriculum through which they can work and develop their English skills. There will be ample 

opportunity for students to practise their reading and writing through short tasks which they will also be able to self-

assess or peer assess with family members. These tasks can be completed on the computer or in a jotter and should 

be collated together and brought back into school upon our return, ready for class discussion and lots of merits!  At 

the end of each unit will be an assignment which all students are expected to complete and upload onto the VLE for 

marking.  

Please do not worry if, for example week 2 carries over into week 3, we just want all students to have access to a 

curriculum which is as near to what they would receive in school.  

Many thanks 

Mrs A. Gutteridge  

 

                        

Produced by Finn Sanders ( 5RK) 
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Top Timetabling Tips! 
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The reading agency has lots of exciting competitions and events running throughout March and April.  
Here are just a couple which may keep students busy over the next few weeks:  
 
https://www.readingagency.org.uk/resources/4328/ 
Home › Resources › Dear Earth - letter writing activity  

Dear Earth - letter writing activity 

 
Little Tiger Press are highlighting the fragility and wonder of our world with their brilliant Dear Earth campaign, 
which offers a fantastic way to link together picture book aged readers and this year’s Earth Day on 22 April. They 
would love for you to get involved this spring and are encouraging young readers to compose their own ‘Dear Earth’ 
letter or picture for library displays or to take home. 
Download the blank ‘Dear Earth’ letter template. 
We would love to see the letter on social media using #DearEarthBook and tagging readingagency and 
LittleTigerUK 

https://www.readingagency.org.uk/resources/4248/?mc_cid=fe7542f7e5&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d&goal=0_

ef82b5d6fa-dd2fd3ae4b-82319413&mc_cid=dd2fd3ae4b&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577 

March 2020 Children's and young people booklist - 
STREAM (British Science Week) 

 

British Science Week takes place between 6-15 March 2020 – and to celebrate this we have created a themed 
booklist based on STREAM (Science, Technology, Reading, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) topics.  
To help children learn more about STREAM topics, our list has a fun mix of picture books, suggestions for children in 
Key Stage 2 and books for young people (13+).  
You can join in with the conversation online using #STREAMBooklist and tagging us using @readingagency on Twitter 
and @SummerReadingChallengeUK on Facebook. 

https://www.readingagency.org.uk/resources/4328/
https://www.readingagency.org.uk/
https://www.readingagency.org.uk/resources/
https://www.readingagency.org.uk/resources/4248/?mc_cid=fe7542f7e5&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-dd2fd3ae4b-82319413&mc_cid=dd2fd3ae4b&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577
https://www.readingagency.org.uk/resources/4248/?mc_cid=fe7542f7e5&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d&goal=0_ef82b5d6fa-dd2fd3ae4b-82319413&mc_cid=dd2fd3ae4b&mc_eid=c4e8ff2577
https://twitter.com/readingagency
https://www.facebook.com/SummerReadingChallengeUK/?ref=bookmarks
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There are so many students showing extra effort in the English studies so well done everybody who has 
attempted the Learning by Questions for English. The first set of WAGOLLs go to :  
 
Harriett Ball, Jennifer Marshall, John Spiers, Matthew Tuck, Evie-May Pitt, Poppy Carrington, Andrew Hill, 
Ethan Mall, Jai Mall, Emily Chisnall, James Murphy, Poppy Guest, Beatrice Heath, Kaylie Poon, Amelia Giles, 
Grace Giles, George Aldridge, James Hodgkiss, Elliot Baker 
 

 

Likewise in Maths there are lots of students putting in great efforts, especially in LBQ. The first set of 
WAGOLLs go to:  
Erin Price, Alexander Popham, Eleanor Cowing, Cameron Pope, Ruby Flannery, Letia Rose, Lucy Axcell,  
Cara Ward, George Aldridge, Lochlann Gutteridge, Kaylie Poon, Alex Walker, Hariet Ball, Jack Foley,  
Amy Rudge Naglis Cepulis , Holly Scott, Amelia Williams, Jake Wildman, Joshua Wood, Matthew Smith 
 
Mr Meredith will be putting a facility onto Facebook to enable you to upload any photos of great work that 
your child has done. Please follow us on Facebook if you can… 
The link is: 

Today’s edition of L’hebdo features our first ever Penkridge Star cook.  
 

Many congratulations go to Poppy Carrington (Year 5) who is the first ever 

of Penkridge Star Cook.  Well done to Poppy, who made toasties at home this 

week, after learning how to do this in Year 5 food lessons.   

 

 

 

 

Second Penkridge Star Cook goes to Ellie Slade (Year 5) who made a very delicious looking Banana 

bread trying to use up some ripe bananas rather than wasting them.  Excellent work on the Global goal 

of Responsible consumption and production too Ellie and family.   

 

Please send Mrs De-Loyde or Mrs McVittie your images of your Star Cooks, whatever recipe or dish 

you produce.  Please use dojo to send us your images, but please ensure your parent gives permission 

for your photo to be used if you are in the photo (you don’t have to be in the photo if you don’t want 

to!).  We are looking forward to seeing the amazing dishes you have made from whatever ingredients 

you can get hold of!!  It’s just a shame we won’t get to taste them!!  Enjoy having a go at new recipes 

and dishes.  
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Last week Year 7 visited the Wolseley Centre to support their understanding of fieldwork. Students were tasked with 

deciding if and where the centre should build a new children’s play area. During the visit students had to use map 

skills, collect data and draw conclusions to successfully complete the investigation. All of Year 7 excelled themselves 

with everyone showing bundles of enthusiasm, teamwork and perseverance to master each skill and draw many well 

supported conclusions. The centre was highly complementary of Year 7 and we look forward to running similar visits 

in the future. 

Well done to Year 7 you were a credit to everyone associated with PMS from start to finish. 

Mr Cole 

 

You may recall that we have been working on our verbal communication (oracy) here at PMS. We came up with a 

communication strategy earlier this academic year. Mr Smith has now made it into a fantastic poster that we will be 

displaying around school, on our website and social media. Staff WAGOLL to Mr Smith! I challenge you to try to 

follow this at home too! 

                                                                             

 

VL Communication Strategy for the PMS family (staff, students and parents/carers) 

 Manners Matter. 

 Be a great listener; hear what is being said then question or comment. 

 Only ever one voice at a time, adult or young person. 

 Use kind words; disagree in an agreeable way! 

 All opinions must be backed by evidence. 

 Aim to use the correct terminology and the best vocabulary that you can. 

 Communicate with clarity, using full sentences. 

 Be prepared to change your viewpoint. 

#lifetime-learner   #visible learner    #cultural-capital  
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