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Another busy week drawers to a close and with and with added bonus of a few days of sunshine it has 

been a lovely week. 

This week we are dedicating L’Hebdo to the class changes for the next academic year and the start of next 

week’s ‘Festival of Hope’. In this edition you will find information from Mr Cole regarding the class changes 

for the coming year as well as some key information for this.  

The ‘Festival of Hope’ will be PMS’s chance to bring pupils back into school for a great experience of seeing 

friends and staff and re-establishing the idea that school is a safe place in amongst all the fear and 

uncertainty that COVID 19 has brought with it. 

It will be an exciting chance also for those who are due to start at the school in September to come in and 

meet some of the key staff who they will get to know much better when they begin their journey with us. 

Following this will be some clear guidance on how the events will run starting next week and will 

complement the video that will be placed on the schools Facebook page (link will be on the website). 

Due to the latest government announcements regarding schools in September we feel it is right that Mrs 

Frost takes a well-earned break from PMS so that she can enjoy some time with her family and look ahead 

to planning for what may be to come. The leadership team are fully equipped to take the reins and start 

the festivals of as we welcome pupils back. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and we are thoroughly looking 

forward to seeing those who will be coming in next week and continue to support those still working at 

home. 

Thanks 

Mr Grocutt 
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Internal Transition September 2020/21 

Hello years 5, 6 and 7, I hope you’re keeping well and enjoying the fine weather as well as working through the VLE. 

Under normal circumstances you would find out the identity of your new classes in the coming weeks and I am 

delighted to reveal below Class Teachers for the 20/21 academic year. Your families will receive a text message next 

week containing the details of your new class, class teacher and a link to a short welcome video. Please take time to 

watch the video posted by your new Class Teacher and complete the short summer activity they have set for you in 

preparation for September.  

Y4 we are excited to welcome you onto the school site on Monday and look forward to working with you and your 

families. In light of the current situation we are working to put together a transition video to help you and your 

families prepare for September. To support us with this task we would like you to send in any questions you have 

relating to transition. We will use your responses to answers those frequently asked questions in the transition 

video. 

Question to be considered for our ‘frequently asked section’ should be emailed to r.cole@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk 

before Wednesday 1st July 2020.  

2020-21 Class Teachers 

Year 5 Team: Mrs Walker, Ms Evans, Ms Baker and Miss D Garrington-Miller 

Year 6 Team: Ms Powers, Mrs Ashleford, Mrs Grosvenor, Mrs Kay and Mrs Gutteridge 

Year 7 Team: Mrs Wilson, Mrs Tyler & Mr Pedley, Mrs Wright and Mrs Matthews 

Year 8 Team: Mr Sutton, Mrs Harwood, Mr Corbett, Ms Walker and Mrs A Cameron 

 

For now, enjoy a lovely weekend with your families and further details will follow. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Cole 
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Arrangements for the Festival of Hope 

Hopefully for everyone attending the Festival of Hope, the anticipation is building for the first days next week. We 

are all really excited to see so many of you. Below are some final details about the running of each session and an 

idea of what to expect.  

For all festival days you should come dressed appropriate for the weather and for being at school, be that something 

that will help you to keep cool in the sunshine or warm on a windy day. Try to make sure that what you wear is 

practical for being outdoors and you don’t mind sitting on the grass in it. We will be outside for the duration so sun 

protection is advised. 

Monday 29th Year 4 Festival of Hope 1:00 – 2:30: 

We would like our newest arrivals to come to the school, accompanied by a parent or guardian for 1pm. There is 

very limited parking so if you can walk to school or park nearby and make your way into school on foot that would 

really helpful.  

Upon your arrival, all entrants will have their temperature checked, told which “band” they are in and will be guided 

to their section in front of the stage by one of our festival stewards, where bands will be sat 2 metres apart. Once 

everyone is in the festival, you will meet some of the key staff at Penkridge Middle School and we will introduce 

some of the key aspects of the school, like our communication strategy, our curriculum and our Ready Respectful 

Safe school approach. You should bring a picnic to enjoy on the day, we will set aside some time for everyone to 

meet some of their new school mates too. We will also do some collective story telling where everyone can get 

involved. 

At 2:30 we will invite one band at a time to leave the festival, ensuring that we do so in a safe and orderly manner. 

Wednesday 1st, Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd Festival of Hope 1:00 – 3:00 

Years 5, 7, 8 will be joining us next week from 1pm until 3pm. Again, there is very limited parking so if you can walk 

to school or park nearby and make your way into school on foot that would really helpful.  

Upon your arrival, all entrants will have their temperature checked, told which “band” they are in and will be guided 

to their section in front of the stage by one of our festival stewards, where bands will be sat 2 metres apart. Once 

everyone is in the festival, we will be doing lots of different activities like a Joe Wicks style work out, singing, vocab 

ninja, communication games and many more. 

 At 3:00 we will invite one band at a time to leave the festival, ensuring that we do so in a safe and orderly manner. If 

students can either walk home or arrange to meet parents/guardians outside of school this would be appreciated. 
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Health and Wellbeing: 
This week in school, we have been working on incredible DT and art projects as part of our ‘Topic’ session.  We have 
also been including wellbeing exercises in our daily practice.  With that in mind, parents and carers may find the 
resource ‘Mindfulness Finger Labyrinth’ useful.   

The explanation is as follows: ‘A labyrinth is different to a maze. In a maze you might come to dead ends so have to 
try and find a different route whereas a labyrinth only has one path which leads you to the centre or to the other 
end. 

These can be used for relaxation and mindfulness practice. You can use your finger to trace through the labyrinth 
slowly and calmly, focusing all your thoughts and concentration on tracing that path. Use your non dominant hand to 
make it a bit more tricky and which will help you concentrate more. 

Use your labyrinth if you are feeling a bit worried, stressed or angry. It will help you to cope and calm down. 
Remember to do your slow breathing as you do this.’ 

 
 

This and other wellbeing resources can be found at: 
https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/category/free-resources/ 

https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/category/free-resources/
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www.lovereading4kids.co.uk 

 

Midsummer Madness with Competitions, Blogs and Book Reviews! 
Mrs Gutteridge 
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Mrs Swift has awarded a   to Charlie Richardson for an excellent letter to the Education Secretary. 

 
Mrs Swift has awarded a   to Todd Paton for completing lots of the Art/DT tasks at home. I loved the 

greeting cards he created using his dog as part of the design. 
 

This week félicitations from Mme Wilson go to the following Year 5 students for their amazing plans or maps and 
descriptions of their imaginary towns, some of which were recorded on videos. Bravo, messieurs-dames!! 
 
Abigail McDonald 5CWK (for her Easter project)  Emily Wellsbury 5JB 
Matthew Smith 5JB     Lucy Tams 5LK 
Todd Paton 5LK      Jake Wildman 5LK 
Ben Richards 5RK     Alex Walker 5SE 
Jonathan Wood 5SE 

Writing Competition 

 

 This is your opportunity to write about your experience. Until midnight on Friday the 17th of July, you can submit a 
piece of writing about what life has been like in lockdown and during the coronavirus. 
This could be a personal experience, a poem, or a creative story. All of you will have had a unique experience that is 
only yours, and only you can capture in words. Follow the link to read about the competition and begin writing. 
Good luck!  
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/ 
 

Generation Lockdown Write – Creative Writing Competition 

GENERATION LOCKDOWN TO WRITE SCROLL TO FIND OUT MORE PUBLISHED BY RAISING FUNDS FOR 

Writing Competition. Life in Lockdown for Young People. This is your opportunity to write about your 

experience. Until midnight on Friday the 17th of July, you can submit a piece of writing about what life has 

been like in lockdown and during the coronavirus. 

generationlockdown.co.uk 

 

 

https://generationlockdown.co.uk/
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/
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 J.K. Rowling has created a whole new story, The Ickabog, which will 

be published for free online, in instalments, over the next seven weeks, a chapter (or two, or three) at a 

time.  

On top of access to this free book, every day, Rowling be making suggestions for what you might like to 

draw. You can enter the official competition being run by the publishers for the chance to have your 

artwork included in a printed version of the book due out later this year. Rowling will be giving suggestions 

as to what to draw as we go along, but you should let your imagination run wild!  

To read the book, click here : https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story/ 

To find out about the competition, click here : https://www.theickabog.com/competition/ 

Have fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story/
https://www.theickabog.com/competition/
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The Summer Reading Challenge is back with Silly Squad! 

                        

We’d like all students to participate in the national summer reading challenge. Just head down to the 

library and join up for free and get reading. You must read 6 books over the summer holidays and if you do, 

not only do get rewards from the library, you also earn 5 merits to begin the new academic year with! 

WOW!  

 

The challenge is all 

based around the ‘Silly 

Squad’: all about funny 

books, happiness and 

having a laugh! 

This year, the 

Challenge features 

extra special 

characters designed by 

the award-winning 

author and illustrator 

Laura Ellen Anderson, 

who you’ll know from 

amazing reads 

like Amelia 

Fang and Evil Emperor 

Penguin! 

 

Silly Squad officially begins on Friday 5 June 2020  Keep an eye on the website for more news.  

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/chat/messages 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/21273099
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/21273099
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/12205051
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/12205051
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A great effort from all our cooks again this week.  As I write it is far too hot for cooking, so a big well done to those 

continuing to prepare dishes in this weather.  Tonight we’re having our second barbeque of the week, I guess many of 

you might have had a go too.  Send us your photos, it would be great to get some inspiration from you, as well as 

seeing what you have been doing.   

 

Mrs McVittie, Mrs Wheat and I have been pleased to offer Pod school some Art and DT tasks this week, some of which 

have been put on the VLE for you to have a go at too.  We hope you have been enjoying the tasks we have been setting 

you as something a little different, it has been great to see your efforts at being practical as well as creative.  Well done 

to all those who have submitted work. 

Year 5 

Cameron Pope used some of his learning from Food lessons in school when he prepared his vegetable rice dish to 

accompany his Mum’s Chicken and Mushroom curry.  He added peas and sweetcorn to the rice to make it extra tasty 

and healthy.  Ethan Hodgkiss cooked up a rich looking Bolognese for his family this week, I was intrigued to find out 

which pasta he served with it, as there are so many different types, it doesn’t just have to be spaghetti.  Lilly-May 

Crawford-Giles created beautiful dairy-free unicorn biscuits and decorated them with multicoloured bean manes as 

well.  Father’s Day cooking features in our Year 5 efforts this week, with Amia Heighway baking a moreish banana loaf 

cake for her dad and our winner preparing an appetising dish for her dad too. 

Year 5 Star Cook 

Evie Banks presented her dad with this mouth-watering salted caramel and  

chocolate tart on Father’s Day.  Doesn’t it look amazing? Well done Evie and what  

a lucky dad! 

Year 6 Star Cook 

Edward Thompson has followed a recipe and made a chickpea curry with chilli 

flatbreads, which takes a lot of skill and care.  Well done Edward for a delicious  

looking dish. 

Year 8  

James Hodgkiss has proved himself to be a proper Masterchef this week, creating these 

absolutely gorgeous looking Sticky toffee puddings.  I was so impressed when I opened the 

photo, I wish I had been able to taste them, what a lucky family! However, James was just 

pipped at the post by our winner. 

Year 8 Star Cook 

Cameron Tarplee has really shown us this week what an amazing cook he is by 

presenting us, with not one, but two dishes.  First up he made his family a cooked 

breakfast with, egg, bacon and sausage and secondly a roast dinner.  The 

breakfast was made healthier by grilling the bacon and sausages and getting the 

timing right on a roast dinner is a real skill, so well done, Cameron, Mrs McVittie and I were 

really impressed.   
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Our Vision for the PMS Family 

Our vision for the PMS Family is that there is a strong culture of learning for all, in which we are all engaged in the 

local, national and global landscape, each making our contribution through thoughtful, small steps on a daily basis.  

Everyone is confident and articulate, both orally and through writing. Everyone has an appreciation of the 

importance of reading and mathematics, which feeds into our love of learning; additionally, we all show character, 

tolerance and an understanding of others in the PMS family, as well as all other citizens around us – both near and 

far.  

We are aware and active regarding how we can contribute to the global goals as well as demonstrate the British 

Values. As lifelong learners, we are aware of how to stay healthy- both physically and mentally. We are resilient to 

cope with the challenges of the ever changing world that we live in, and in preparation for the world of work. 

Diversity and inclusion are both promoted and 

celebrated by everyone here, alongside a strong 

ethos of safeguarding, not only for the children but 

also for the whole school community. 

Our learning approach is shaped by the philosophy 

of John Hatties’ Visible Learning and our approach 

to dealing with behaviour aims to be consistent 

and restorative, based on the work of Paul Dix. Our 

‘Curriculum Intent’ encapsulates what we aim to 

achieve through a clear curriculum map, well 

sequenced lessons, assemblies, extra- curricular 

clubs and activities. 

Our vision is that both children and staff are happy 

and enthused about learning here at PMS, and 

consequently great learning takes place.  
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Penkridge Middle School Curriculum Intent 

At Penkridge Middle School we aim to prepare our students to become global citizens who are curious and 

passionate about the world around them, on a local, national and global scale. Through engaging with the United 

Nations Global Goals and British Values, our broad curriculum presents big ideas and has high aspirations for all. Our 

curriculum is designed to provide challenge and purpose in all subject areas, with wider skills, such as interpersonal 

skills, confidence, socialisation, language development, resilience, a healthy lifestyle (both physical and mental) and 

relevant knowledge and skills for careers built into learning.  Through our curriculum we will offer cultural capital to 

our students, giving them an understanding of the world around them. 

As a member of the Penk Valley Academy Trust we support Visible Learning, an evidence based pedagogical 

approach to teaching and learning. We are a Level 2 Visible Learning accredited school, celebrating our commitment 

to the pedagogy since 2016. The approach involves teachers seeing learning through the eyes of students; and 

students seeing themselves as their own teachers. All students, in all lessons, at Penkridge Middle School will be 

supported and driven by the Visible Learning approach to create resilient, lifelong learners, who are capable of self-

led learning and are prepared for the next stage of their education. 

We see reading, maths and oracy skills as essential life skills. We are building a curriculum that promotes skilled 

reading and a love of reading as these are core to the intent of the school. We are targeting the use rich texts across 

the curriculum and for reading skills to be developed in all lessons.  Our goal is that students are supported to 

become proficient learners and encouraged to read for pleasure, including during our Drop Everything and Read 

sessions, where the whole school (adults included) stop and read a book of their choice. We aim to encourage a high 

standard of mathematical understanding, making links across the curriculum, as well as to the wider community. 

Oracy is developed through workshops with Talk the Talk, classroom discussion, intelligent questioning and planned 

presentations. Through this our students are able to discuss and articulate confidently both in the classroom and 

beyond, develop problem solving and teamwork skills and can convey their thoughts and reasoning to others 

effectively, not only verbally, but also in writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


