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Hi All 

I hope that you are staying safe and sane again this week. I hope that the children enjoyed Earth day on Wednesday. 

We have had some lovely photos sent in showing some outstanding work. I also hope that some children enjoyed 

the short Lyfta lessons that I posted onto the VLE and Facebook. These are lessons that don’t need help from an 

adult so maybe useful if you’re are really busy. There will be 2 more next week.  

If your child isn’t able to access the VLE for whatever reason please call/ email the school office and we will 

endeavour to provide paper based work for your child. This takes us a few days to co-ordinate. 

I posted a video on Facebook yesterday about coping with home schooling. Please watch it if you have time.  

We are trying hard to improve the VLE to make it feel less overwhelming so please don’t worry if you and your child 

is finding it difficult to get all the work done.  

I am liaising with the other Headteacher’s regarding transition so more news will follow soon about that.  

Key worker students are still coming in each week and are an absolute pleasure to have in school. 

STAY STRONG. 

Love Mrs Frost x 

 

 
 

 
Pupils produced this sign after completing a maths challenge. 

 
 

DON’T WAIT FOR THE OPPORTUNITY 
                         CREATE IT 
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Dear parents of Year 5 and 6 pupils, 
 
Over the next few weeks, we will be asking students in KS2 to complete an online maths and reading assessment. 
This is in line with what would normally be happening in school at this point. These are the PiRa (Reading) and PUMA 
(Maths) assessments that many students took in first school. These assessments will help us to understand how our 
students are getting on and help us to plan which topics to cover on the VLE. These online assessments will help us 
to track the standard your child is working at; however, we will also be using our professional judgement along with 
work submitted through the VLE to complete assessments. 
 
On Monday the 27th, we will upload the information for Year 6 to take their online assessments. They will be able to 
attempt the assessments at any point during the following 7 days. I would recommend attempting the reading and 
maths on different days, as they do not need to complete both assessments in one sitting. Year 5 assessments will be 
made available on Monday the 4th May. 
 
On the VLE, in the Maths and English sections, there will be a link to the assessment site and a code for pupils to 
enter onto the site. Once pupils enter the code they will be asked to enter their date of birth to verify their identity. 
After this, all the instructions for the assessment will then be on screen. These assessments will be best completed 
on a PC/laptop if this is possible. 
 
As always with assessments, we encourage our students to do their best, and not to worry about the assessments. 
They are carried out so we can support their learning in the future. Information on assessments for KS3 can all be 
found on the VLE. 
 
There will be a further post on Monday with more detailed information. 

 
Mr Meredith 
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Short and Scary: The missing bottle! 

I shouldn’t have done it. I really shouldn’t but it’s too late to be apologising now. 

School was closed because a deadly virus was spreading all over the universe, but I had left my water bottle there and 

I desperately needed it for my morning workout with Joe so I popped in on that fateful afternoon: this was the day 

that it happened. 

As I pushed open the boarded-up door, a never-ending corridor loomed ahead of me. The water coolers stood to 

attention as if they were solders and I was their master. Saluting as I went past, a sudden creak startled me. Turning 

around, eyes closed, I crept forward with my hands out. My fingers brushed against the peeling wallpaper signalling 

that I could open my eyes. My eyes were drawn to a small hole sitting behind the radiator. As I looked closer, I noticed 

a pair of red eyes staring directly into my pupil. I felt like I wanted to scream but the words just didn’t come. 

From the end of the corridor, behind a rusty door the school boiler hummed its own tune no-one danced to. Outside, 

however, the wind whistled its own horrifying tune. I knew I had to make a run to get my bottle before it was too late 

but it was already too late. 

The eyes moved towards me… 

By Joshua Ian Wood (5LK) 

 

BooksForTopics 
Books for Earth day 

  

 

Earth Day - an annual day celebrated by millions worldwide to demonstrate an appreciation of our planet 

and support for environmental protection. 🌎🌍🌏 

  

Earth Day seems the perfect time to re-share our community booklist about environmental sustainability, 

with books recommended by teachers, authors, TAs, bloggers & librarians. 

                     
 

You can see lots of books and recommendations at  www.booksfortopics.com 

 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.booksfortopics.com%2Fso%2FcfN6XDX2w%2Fc%3Fw%3Di7jIFHhSj-JS5PyET03ehoMca2fKbACTWsVYnuZiQDo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ib29rc2ZvcnRvcGljcy5jb20vZW52aXJvbm1lbnQiLCJyIjoiMGIwNjA1ODEtMzM2Yi00N2FmLWE1ZmEtMjdlN2ZlYzA4YjFlIiwibSI6Im1haWwiLCJjIjoiYTAxNDE3MDEtZWE5ZS00MDUyLTliYjAtNDI4ZDYxMGU5ZGM4In0&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1ad87af3767e49ae61aa08d7e6a3b4b7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637231463091123025&sdata=jlg2%2FmH5tyNFjVsP14fTHgz7UcoI5TD19N8OePZpZmo%3D&reserved=0
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Produced by Alex Macey 8SH 

Monday 23rd March 2020  
LI: What caused the English Civil War in 1642? 
 

Things King Charles did which annoyed 
Parliament: 

Things Parliament did which annoyed King 
Charles: 

 Charles sent Parliament home and ruled 
without it for 11 years. 

 

 King Charles married a Catholic. 
 

 He introduced unpopular taxes. 
 

 Charles tried to make the Church more 
Catholic. 
 

 He did not give fair trials and imprisoned 
two MPs. 

 Parliament refused to give Charles 
money. 

 

 Parliament demands more powers. 
 

 Parliament takes control of the British 
Army. 
 

 They introduced ‘The Nineteen 
Propositions’. 
 

 Reversed all the changes made by 
Charles to the Catholic Church. 

 
Friday 27rd March 2020  
LI: What caused the English Civil War in 1642? 
 
Source 1 is a written paragraph explaining that “an executioner cut off Mr Burton’s ears,” and, “Mr Prynne’s cheeks 
were seared with an iron, after the executioner cut off one of his ears and a piece of his cheek then hacking the 
other ear almost off.” This suggests that it was written by a supporter of Charles’ religious policies because it gives 
the reader all the facts. However, the source also uses the phrase, “in a cruel manner.” This might imply that the 
author of the source is an opponent of King Charles because it uses a negative opinion. 
 
Source 2 is a drawing of, ‘Charles and his advisors defending the tree of religion.’ I think that this was drawn by a 
supporter of Charles because it portrays nothing negative regarding the King or his religious views and policies. 
Additionally, it shows Charles in a positive light. For example: the drawing was made with King Charles bravely 
holding a sword. 
 
Finally, Source 3 is also a drawing. It is of, ‘the Archbishop Laud eating Puritan’s ears for dinner.’ I believe that this is 
drawn by an opponent of King Charles I because he was a strong Protestant and the Archbishop is a large part of the 
Catholic religion. Another clue to suggest it isn’t drawn by a supporter of Charles is that the Archbishop was eating 
Puritan’s ears. Puritans were 16th and 17th century Protestants, who believed that the English Reformation was left 
incomplete. 
 
Monday 30th March 2020  
LI: What caused the English Civil War in 1642? 
 
1) Parliament made their demands in November 1640. They said that Charles I should hold regular meetings of 

Parliament and to punish his minister for the way they have behaved. King Charles was also ordered to reverse 
the changes that he and the Archbishop made to the Church and put an end to his special courts (where he 
imprisoned opponents without a trial).  
 
Charles gave in by the summer of 1641: Parliament is to meet every three years and cannot be ended without 
MP’s agreement; and, ‘The Court of the Star Chamber’ – one of Charles’ special courts – has been abolished. The 
church reforms were not reversed but the Archbishop was imprisoned and the King’s most hated minister was 
tried by MPs and executed. 
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2) By the summer of 1641, Parliament had most of what they demanded except: Charles did not agree to let some 
of his ministers attend Parliament and he did not compromise on not raising any more taxes without 
Parliament’s agreement. 

 
3) I agree with the statement, “these demands show Parliament was merely trying to get Charles to govern more 

sensibly.” Because, despite a Civil War eventually breaking out, no one was said to have seen it coming. 
Therefore, Parliament could not have been planning to overthrow Charles. 

 
Friday 3rd April 2020  
LI: What caused the English Civil War in 1642? 
 
I think Charles was most to blame for the bad relationship between himself and Parliament because he did 
everything that Parliament warned against. For example: “Charles did not give fair trials and imprisoned two MPs.” 
This would have obviously angered Parliament as well as Charles sending Parliament home a ruled without them 11 
years. However, I think that Parliament was most to blame for the final slide into war because they introduced, ‘The 
Nineteen Propositions.’ These demands include, “all affairs of state, including foreign policy, religion and finance, 
must be agreed with Parliament; laws against Catholics must be enforced; and the Church must be reformed as 
Parliament wants.” Many MPs believed the ‘Nineteen Propositions went too far as well as King Charles. He said that 
they would make him “a mere phantom of a king.” 
 
 

I’d also like to say well done to the Year 7 Carnegie shadowing group for their reviews so far on the Carnegie 
shadowing website. Lily Hay in y7 gets a WAGOLL for being the first to have a review published on the national 
website, which can be found here: 
  
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/reading-group/penkridge-og/ 
  
Next week, we’ll be reviewing our first shadowing book, Nowhere on Earth, in full. 
  
Thank you, 
Mrs Evans 
 

 

Hi Year 5. For those of you who have already completed the No More Marking unit of work, well done. 
Don't worry everyone else, you've got until Friday 1st May to upload your work.  
 
Here's a step by step guide to uploading your writing : https://www.notion.so/The-Mobile-Upload-process-
for-pupils-50067daa23fe44d0b84a9e2cfbf1d4c4 
 
 
Thanks,  
Mrs Gutteridge  

 

 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/reading-group/penkridge-og/
https://www.notion.so/The-Mobile-Upload-process-for-pupils-50067daa23fe44d0b84a9e2cfbf1d4c4
https://www.notion.so/The-Mobile-Upload-process-for-pupils-50067daa23fe44d0b84a9e2cfbf1d4c4
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Well done to Luca Sturgess-Richards for his news page all based on 
the Coronavirus outbreak.   
 
Another budding journalist, Isabelle Hodges, has also received a WAGOLL 
and  
extra merits for her super newspaper which included a range of news  
articles, adverts and interviews from across Britain.  

Congratulations to Izzy and Finn Sanders, who 

submitted work to the Dear Earth competition 

through the Reading Agency. Their work is now 

being commented on by the author of the book: 

Isabel Otter. 

They’ve both been very busy this week completing 

work based on World Earth Day. 
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WAGOLLS for Isabelle Birks and Ryan Hay (5SE)(Science), Roman Maxfield Y7 for his perseverance with LBQ, Lucy 

Tams and Alex Reed (5LK) for their excellent effort with spag.com, Hudson Fennell-Owen (5RK) for his work on PHSE 

and Ruby Hindmarsh (5SE) for her humanities work.

Ruby Hindmarsh    Lily Hay 
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Izzy and Finn Sanders have been working extremely hard this week on the topic of World Earth Day. They read the 

book ‘Dear Earth’ to appreciate the damage humans are causing to our planet. They then watched videos and 

calculated their carbon footprint to understand their impact on earth and how they could take action. The result 

from their carbon footprint led to a family discussion about how they could make changes at home to reduce their 

impact. They followed this up with writing and artwork to record their thoughts and feelings, whilst also taking the 

time to tweet the author of ‘Dear Earth’. They were delighted to receive a very complimentary reply from Isobel 

Otter (the author of ‘Dear Earth’). Izzy and Finn have shown bundles of determination and mindfulness this week - 

they are WAGOLL. Well done and thank you for sharing. Mr Cole 

’  
Tobias Caley  

              Joe Wilcox 6AP has been making lovely flapjacks, 
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Penkridge Star Cook 
Year 8 

This week we have had entries from some brilliant Year 8s.  Olivia Proffitt who made 

brownies and muffins, and James Hodgkiss who made Quiche and Chocolate Krispie cakes. 

Penkridge Star Cook Year 8 

Jake White made a delicious looking Quorn and vegetable 

Paella. 

  

 

 

 

Year 7  

Zak Devey made a delicious looking sponge cake, Harriet MacDonald has been baking with her 

family, Isabelle Hodges batch cooked 3 apple sponge cakes, Fraser Hodges made chocolate 

chip cookies, and Ruby Lewis made and decorated a beautiful birthday cake for her dad.   

Lily Hay deserves special mention as she baked a delicious looking Pineapple meringue for an 

elderly neighbour who is on a special diet.   

Penkridge Star Cook for Year 7  

Charlie James made a mouth-watering Victoria Sponge cake, 

well done Charlie! 

  

 

 

Year 6  

Jennifer Marshall had baked orange and cinnamon cookies, 

which sound delicious.  Sophie Shipman made and decorated a 

very tasty looking birthday cake for her Dad’s 40th Birthday.  

Penkridge Star Cook for Year 6 

Laura Birks cooked a very tempting Maltesers Chocolate cake 
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Year 5  

This week we’ve been inundated with lots of brilliant entries from Year 5s.  

In 5CWK Abigail MacDonald has been busy cooking bread, cakes, egg dishes, pasta dishes, 

Katsu curry and spicy chicken with roasted vegetables, what a busy chef! Ben Simpson has 

made sweet scones, and Ava Barnes has made tasty cookies.  In 5JB Jack Roche has made a 

delicious looking Victoria sponge, Sam Aldridge has cooked ginger snap biscuits and a banana 

bread, and Alfie Haynes prepared a sweet rice pudding using the slow cooker.  In 5LK Ethan 

Hodgkiss has made a quiche and Chocolate Krispie cakes and Yarna Pitt made chocolatey Easter 

cakes with mini eggs on the top.  In 5RK Matthew McNeil made tasty chocolate brownies with 

smarties on top, Joseph Rowley prepared pizza from scratch including the base and the tomato 

sauce, and Evie Banks made rainbow coloured cupcakes to celebrate the work of the NHS.  In 

5SE Isabelle Devey worked with her brother to make a tempting Victoria sponge cake, Kai 

Rushby has created a yummy looking Chocolate Easter cake, Alex Walker used his learning 

from food lessons to make croque monsieur, and George Proffitt made Chocolate brownies and 

apple muffins working with his sister.   

Penkridge Star Cook for Year 5 

Alfie Haynes has cooked a delicious looking rice pudding is the slow cooker, well done Alfie 
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Fraser Hodges 7LW chose 

life below the water. He did 

his topic about whales. He 

researched a page of 

information and made a 

papier mache whale and 

filled it with plastics. He 

then researched how a 

plastic bottle thrown into the 

River Penk could end up in 

the sea and into a whale's 

stomach. 
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Isabelle Hodges  7RCR chose 

life below water as her global 

goal. She has thought carefully 

about this topic and decided to 

do it about sea turtles. She has 

done research about this sea 

creature and has done a page 

full of information with a colour 

code. She has found out that sea 

turtles are attracted to the smell 

of the net due to the scent of 

food attaching to it. She made it 

out of papier Mache and 

wrapped net around it 
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Alfie Kite made a rollercoaster 

made during lockdown. It has 

working chains and motor 

during lockdown. It has working 

chains and motor.
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James Heywood, Sam Aldridge, Sophie Shipman, John Spiers, Mikey Norman, Darcie Lloyd, Ben Ward, Elfra Frost, 

Walker Ward, Holly Scott, Sam Hewitson, Amy Rudge, John Glover-Smith, Jake Thornsby, Matthew McNeill, Grace 

Hamplett, Isabelle Reed and Poppy Carrington.  

With a special Early Bird reading regularly award to Harriet Ball and George Aldridge for their continued work on 

Learning by questions every morning at 7.30am!!! (do you guys not sleep?)  

Having only 

launched it last 

week, we’ve 

already heard 

some fantastic 

things about 

myON reading. 

 

 

 

Some of you may have finished reading all your current stock of books and magazines, or you may be struggling to 

find a book that you’re interested in. Well, have no fear we’ve got you sorted. 

Please use the following link to access a range over 7,000 enhanced digital books through our new myON platform 

as well as 5 safe, daily news articles from myON News.  

To access this resource please click this link - https://readon.myon.co.uk/. 

 

Enjoy!  

Mrs Gutteridge  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://readon.myon.co.uk/
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Ruby Lewis 7rct planted some allium bulbs 2 weeks ago which have started to grow.  

Then ruby planted some mustard and cress seeds.  
 

Cress heads are easy to grow and you don’t even need a garden. 
 

1. Decorate an empty yoghurt pot or egg shell, you could paint a funny face so that when the cress grows it 
looks like green hair.  Or you can just use a plain pot. 

2. Wet some kitchen roll and put it in the bottom and then wet some cotton wool and place on top of the 
kitchen roll, leave a 3cm gap between the cotton wool and the top of the pot. 

3. Sprinkle a teaspoon of cress seeds (there are lots of supermarkets selling cress seeds) onto the wet cotton 
wool and press them down with your finger. 

4. Place the cress heads in a warm place like a windowsill, water every day and in about 10 days you will be 
able to eat your cress. 

 
 

                                                                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


