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Please remind children of the importance of road safety when walking or biking to and from school. 

Thank-you to all of the parents who attended the SEN coffee morning. It was a great success and we were able 

to speak to many parents about their children. However, due to the high numbers I wasn't able to speak with 

you all individually.  To address this, I would like to invite you to some SEN drop in sessions. Please contact me 

on Class dojo, by email or the school office to request a time and date and I will confirm those with you. Each 

appointment will be 20 minutes. 

The dates and times are: 
1.30-2.30pm - Thursday 5th December  
10.30 - 11.30pm - Monday 9th December  
3.30 -4.30pm Thursday 12th December 
 
Thank-you 
Mrs Swift 

    

If your child has SEN Support in school, an annual support plan has been emailed to you. If you have not 

received it then your email may not be registered with school and the plan will be posted and should be with 

you very soon.  

The plan will be reviewed by the class teacher at the end of each term.  
Mrs Swift                               
 

Could you please communicate anything medical in a letter or note or by phone to the main office, please do not 

use Dojo for medical issues as checks on these messages may not be made in time. 

 

INSIDE OF EVERY PROBLEM 
LIES AN OPPORTUNITY 
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Please find the link for parents/carers to look at the draft updated version of the Anti-Bullying Policy, if you have any 

comments or suggestions then please get in touch.  

To follow on from Anti-Bullying week, we have discovered that there are still some unpleasant messages being sent 

and received over social media. Please could I ask that during the run up to Christmas you check your child’s phone 

and social media so that you are confident that there is nothing that would cause you any worry.  

To support this www.safetonet.com/oddsocksday are offering a free 60 day trial to parents using code ‘ABA2019’ to 

their app which helps the fight against safeguarding pupils online. It is a great offer and will help you in monitoring 

what your child is doing when online and keeping them safe. 

Can I also remind parents/carers about the age restrictions for social media applications as majority of pupils are not 

old enough to access these apps (for good reason) so please be mindful of the risk you are placing on your child if 

you allow them to use it.  

If you ever are worried about anything online, then please use the Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) 

website where you can report any incidents of harmful behaviour on line. 

If you have any questions about social media or safeguarding online, then please get in touch. 

 

 

http://penkridge.staffs.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Penkridge-Middle-School-Anti-Bullying-Policy-DRAFT.pdf
http://www.safetonet.com/oddsocksday
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Reading Café  

Friday 29th November 5RK – Friday 6th December 7JWD 

                                                                                                

Well done to the Year 6 Netball Team – Mollie Cox (GK), Ellie Brown (WD), Eleanor Cowing (GD), 

Harriet Ball (C), Jennifer Marshall (WA), Bobbie Lyons (GA), Emily Pugh (GS), Laura Birks (sub came 

on second half for WA) who all played really well with strong passes and good shots.  Even though we 

lost 1-0 we all played very well against our Year 7 opponents and higher netball nets. 

The Y8 Netball team have come on top once again against St. Dominic’s Brewood winning an 

incredible 13-1.  The players consisted of: Rhianna Shackleton (captain), Millie Lewis (vice-captain), 

Maple Norman, Imogen Griffiths, Abi Phillips, Alex Macey, Charley Wood and Jessi Bradford. 

Throughout the game, Imogen and Rhianna were the shooters and did not miss any goals, even when 

they were far away from the post and managed to increase the score in a matter of minutes.  Alex our 

goal keeper was tightly marking her player and intercepted every pass.  Charley and Abi were putting 

their players under a lot of pressure, forcing them to make multiple dodges which tired them out 

quickly. 

Jessi and Millie both played wing attack on each half and were able to swiftly get away from their 

players so that they could carefully feed the ball into the shooting semi-circle.  Maple was playing 

centre and was great in both the attacking and defending end of the court. 

When the final whistle blew the Penkridge girls were delighted to say that they had not lost a single 

match yet at all this year. 

 

The PE department are always in need of spare kit, trainers and football boots. If you have any of these items that 

your child may have outgrown, then we kindly ask if you would like to donate them to our PE department? If you 

would, then please send it in with your child or drop it off at the school office in a carrier bag labelled ‘spare PE kit’. 

Thank you to those parents who have already donated. 

Mr Sutton 
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for week 11th-15th November 

LOCHLANN GUTTERIDGE 5CWK JENNIFER MARSHALL 6AG                      LILIA DOCKERY 7JWD MAPLE NORMAN 8DH 

ALFIE HAYNES 5JB TILLY DAVEIS 6AP ARCHIE RUSSELL 7KM ANDREW FELLOWS 8HE 

 CONNIE RICHARDS 5LK JAMES CLAY 6CA FREDERIC MELBOURN 7RCT AVA HOWARD 8JW 

POPPY BRIGGS 5RK IMOGEN GRICE 6TG  FRASER HODGES 7LW JAMES PLATT 8SH 

LILIA BARRETT 5SE 

  

ALFIE WARD 8SS 

Sophie Shipman (6AP)  Ethan Turley (6AP) 

 

 

Ava Barnes (5CWK)  Daniel Brevitt (7JWD)  Jack Brown (6AG) 

Naglis Cepulis (6CA)  Emily Chisnall (7JWD)  Kayla Clayton (7KM) 

George Custer (5CWK)  Lilia Dockery (7JWD)  Todd Frost (7RCT) 

Archie Hassall (7KM)  Ava Howard (8JW)  Libby Jefferis (5CWK) 

William Jones (7RCT)  Charlie Milner (6CA)  Joe Milner (8SS) 

Isabelle Munnelly (7LW)  James Murphy (7JWD)  Aiden Murray (6AP) 

Evie Phillips (7KM)  Calum Preston (6CA)  Kieran Sanders-Cook (7JWD) 

Holly Scott (5JB)   Benjamin Simpson (5CWK) Jayden Watson (7LW) 

Delilah Wicks (7KM)  Amelia Williams (7LW) 
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Year 8 in finished in the TOP 10! 

A massive well-done to all students for 

their super participation in the world’s 

leading word building competition, but a special mention to 

Year 8 who finished 9th out of 50 in the GLOBAL FINALS!  

 

A brilliant effort by all involved. Please do still keep accessing and using the Wordmania resources and 

Literacy Planet spelling support to help improve your English skills.  

We can’t wait to compete again next year!  
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Year 5 Curriculum 
Autumn Half term 2 

English— Conclude reading Friend or Foe by writing a new scene for the novel, paying 
attention to the features of dialogue. Next, we will explore the Big Question: Which animal 
makes the toughest migration? We will use the skills of skimming and scanning to find answers 
to write a chronological report about a specific animal migration. We will also study Mark 
Twain as part of our performing arts focus and conclude the term with the Ultimate Rap.  

Computing—Students will be 
programming their own 
educational game in 
Scratch. They will design 
their own graphics in a game 
that will test their times 
table knowledge as they aim 
for a high score. 

Music -Classroom Jazz 1.  In 
this topic students  will 
focuses on: improvisation 
skills, structure, notation.  
They will develop their 
theoretical and practical 
understanding of jazz music. 

History- Students will 
complete their Ancient 
Egyptian study and then 
study the Ancient Greeks; 
including Greek life, 
achievements and their 
influence on the western 
world.  

Design and Technology—
Students are designing and 
making their own phone or 
pencil case using hessian, 
stitching techniques and    
applique. 

French—Students will be 
learning the French 
alphabet and using it to 
spell out their own, and 
other people’s names. They 
will be food tasting and 
giving their opinions on food 
and drink.   

Art—Students will be 
exploring the visual elements 
in art. Producing a series of 
experimental pieces in their 
sketchbook and then 
developing this into a 3D 
paper sculpture of the visual 
elements they have 
explored. 

Maths—Students will be developing their understanding of multiples, factors, prime numbers, 
square and cube numbers. They will then explore strategies to calculate the area and 

perimeter of rectangles and squares.  

Science—Students will be 
studying “Staying Alive”. This 
will include a general 
overview of the human body 
and its systems. The 
circulatory system will be 
looked at in more detail.  

P.E.—Boys will learn skills for 
playing competitive football, 
applying basic principles 
suitable for attacking and 
defending. Girls will learn to 
develop flexibility, strength, 
technique, control and 
balance in gymnastics. 

Homework—Most weeks students will have MyMaths, 1 sheet of Maths homework, reading dialy, with at 
least 3 times per week to an adult (including comprehension), SPAG.com. Students may also choose to 
complete takeaway homework in any subject area:  

Create a research info pack, write a newspaper article, Write a word list for topic vocabulary 

PSHE - ‘Celebrating 
difference’ - Cultural 
differences and how they can 
cause conflict.  
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English—We will conclude reading Eye of the Wolf . Next, we will  go on an imaginary mission 
back in time to warn the people of Pompeii about the volcanic eruption, with a focus on 
locating key information in the text . We will also study Mark Twain’s ‘The Prince and the 
Pauper’ as part of our performing arts focus. We will enjoy debate in a conclusion to the 
term.   

Computing—Scratch 
programming, game design. 
Students learn about sprite 
movement using co-ordinates 
before creating AI controlled 
sprites, graphics, collision 
detection and a score 
variable for their game. 

Music—Classroom Jazz 2 by 
Ian Gray. This topic focuses 
on: Development of 
improvisation skills, 
understanding of notation, 
note values.  

Geography-Students will 

study  Brazil, Identifying the 

location and characteristics of 

a range of Brazil’s human and 

physical features. They will 

also contrast their knowledge 

of South America with North 

America. 

Design and Technology—
Students are developing 
their hand and machine 
tool skills to finish their 
message pad holder 

French— Continued focus on 
using real French in the 
classroom to communicate 
with others. Students will 
also learn how to say dates  
(birthdays, festivals etc) and 
practise these in surveys.  

Art—Students will be exploring 
African art/crafts. Looking at 
Ramuald Hazoume’s African 
masks which are made from 
plastic containers and represent 
modern day slavery. Student 
will be creating their own 
African masks made from 
recycled plastic bottles. 

Maths—Students will develop their understanding of fractions by comparing, adding and 
subtracting fractions.  They will also work on multiplying and dividing fractions.  Students will 

then explore coordinates and solve problems involving shapes on a coordinate grid. 

Science - Electricity topic 
includes making and 
drawing different types of 
circuits.  

Light topic will include how 
light travels including 
diagrams, reflecting and 
shadows . 

P.E.—Boys will develop skills 
for playing competitive 
football, applying principles 
suitable for attacking and 
defending. Girls will continue 
to develop flexibility, 
strength, technique, control 
and balance in gymnastics. 

Homework—Most weeks students will have MyMaths, 1 sheet of Maths homework, reading 3 times 
per week (including comprehension), SPAG.com. Students may also choose to complete takeaway 
homework in any subject area:  

Create a research info pack, write a newspaper article, Write a word list for topic vocabulary 

PSHE—’Celebrating difference’. 
Perceptions of normality, 
disability, understanding 
bullying, inclusion/exclusion, 
differences as 
conflict/celebration. Empathy. 

Year 6 Curriculum 
Autumn Half term 2 
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English—We will read Private Peaceful, studying the structure of this contemporary text and 
analysing how Morpurgo creates a strong sense of character and narrative voice. This prose 
study will allow us to begin developing the skills required to analyze structure, content, 
language and form and learn how to refer to the writer's craft and  the readers' responses in 
our answers. We will also study the stage performance of this text as well as film excerpts.  

Computing— Python 
Programming. Students 
learn about the basics of a 
high-level programming 
language, including using 
variables, lists and the print 
command to build their own 
Python programs. 

Music—Blues Music. This 
topic focuses on:  How the 
Blues Music was founded 
(Slave Trade) Characteristics 
of the genre, 12 Bar Blues 
Chord Pattern, development 
of Chords and using notes 
from the Blues scale in C.  

RE- Students consider the 
beliefs and traditions held by 
world religions. Geography– 
Students study China and 
India, exploring economic 
activity and urbanisation. 
History— Students study the 
Norman conquest and the 
church, state and society in 
Medieval Britain  

Design and Technology 

Textiles—Students are 
designing and making either a 
wall hanging or fabric roll 
wrap, using new techniques 
and equipment  

Resistant Materials—Students 
are designing and making a 
plastic pod, using new 
techniques and equipment.   

French— Describing your 

family in detail. 

Physical and character 

descriptions of the people 

and pets in your family.  

Applying grammar rules. 

Building complex sentences. 

Art—Students will be developing 
their observational and creative 
skills, learning how to draw a 
portrait at the same time as 
learning about the civil rights 
movement in America and 
discovering important British 
and American Black figures in 
history and today. 

Maths—Students will be developing their understanding of: Fraction—looking at equivalent fractions; 
comparing and ordering using symbols; convert between mixed numbers and improper fraction; add 
and subtracting fractions and fractions of an amount. Statistics– collecting and interpret data, 
drawing charts and calculating the averages. 

Science—Particles. This 
includes states of matter, 
changing state and gas 
pressure. 

Forces. This will include what 
forces are, types of force and 
the interaction of forces. 

  

P.E.— Continue to master skills 
and use a range of tactics and 
strategies to overcome 
opponents in direct competition 
through football. Girls develop 
their technique and improve 
their performance in 
gymnastics. 

Homework 
Students should expect homework from a range of topics up to 4 hours a week, including weekly 
homework from Maths and English. They may also be offered additional tasks that will be useful to 
for them to prepare for upcoming lessons. 

PSHE— ‘Celebrating difference’. 
Assertiveness, accepting 
differences, challenging 
stereotypes, prejudice, 
discrimination, and bullying 
behaviours 

Year 7 Curriculum 

Autumn Half term 2 
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English—Reading  Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol. This unit is a 19th century fiction study in order 
to respond to a question on GCSE Literature paper 1 section B.  We will analyze structure, content, 
language and form and learn how to refer to the writer's craft and  the readers' responses in our 
answers. 

Computing-  Python 
programming. Students 
learn about custom functions 
before designing and 
building their own program 
that uses a custom function. 
Students will then quality 
test their programs. 

Music- Music for Media. This 
topic focuses on the Impact 
music has on a film/TV 
adverts. Compositional skills 
using elements and devices 
of music to show 
representation of a 
character/thing.  

RE- Students make 
connections between 
religious beliefs, actions and 
teachings. studies. History-
Power and Politics in the 
16th century during Tudor 
and Stuart rule 
Geography—The key 
processes relating to 
Tectonics  

Design and Technology 
Food - Students are learning 
new skills, creating dishes and 
products such as bread, goujons 
and will have a Masterchef 
competition 

Graphics—Students will learn 
new techniques, new drawing 
systems such as oblique, 
isometric and perspective 

French—Masterchef 

Mealtimes, studying 

authentic recipes. Planning 

and presentation of a 

recipe & an account of the 

process of making the dish. 

Formation of the perfect 

(past) tense, accurate use 

of different determiners. 

Art—Students will learn 
about the Pop Art 
movement. Creating 
observational drawings of 
food and producing a 3D 
sculpture of their chosen 
food item inspired by the 
oversized sculptures by Claes 
Oldenburg. 

Maths Students will developing their understanding of: Statistics—construct and analyse stem and 
leaf diagrams.  Calculate the averages for non grouped data. Geometry—calculating the volume 
and surface area of cuboids.  Construct plans and elevations of 3-D shapes.  Calculate the area and 
circumference of a circle. 

Science—Health and Life 
Style. This includes work on 
nutrition, testing foods and 
the digestive system. We will 
also study unhealthy choices 
in life style, including drugs, 
alcohol and smoking. 

P.E.— Revisit and  develop 
skills and use a range of 
tactics and strategies to 
overcome opponents in 
direct competition through 
hockey. Girls develop their 
technique and improve their 
performance in gymnastics. 

Homework 
Students should expect homework from a range of topics up to 4 hours a week, including weekly 
homework from Maths and English. They may also be offered additional tasks that will be useful to 
for them to prepare for upcoming lessons. 

PSHE—’Celebrating 
difference’. Similarities and 
differences, social injustice 
and inequality, persuasion, 
positive contributions, self-
efficacy. 

Year 8 Curriculum 

Autumn Half term 2 
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19th November 2019 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I would firstly like to introduce myself as the new Music teacher at Penkridge Middle School.  I am really  
enjoying getting to know all of the students and reviewing the music curriculum. 
 
I am currently organising a Christmas Concert which will be on the evening of Tuesday 17th December.  
The PTFA will be selling refreshments at the event and drawing their Christmas raffle. I would very much  
like all Y5 and Y6 students to be part of the concert. We will be rehearsing the songs during their music  
lessons from now up until Christmas, irrespective of whether they will be involved in the concert or not. 
 
A vision of mine and Mrs Frost’s, is for singing to be very much part of the culture of Penkridge Middle  
School.  The Christmas Concert is a fantastic opportunity for this culture to begin. 
 
I would very much appreciate it if you could reply using the reply slip below to indicate whether your  
child wishes to take part or not. 
 
Any Y7 or Y8 students who wish to take part are very welcome to and can access this by attending my  
lunchtime rehearsals (which KS2 can also attend), where they will be learning different songs. 
 
Thank you for your time and cooperation. Once we have an idea of numbers we will send out information  
regarding tickets for the event. If demand is very high, we may have to look to split the event and run it  
more than once. Please can your child return the slip to myself by Tuesday 26th November. If your child  
is in KS3 there is no need to return the slip, just ensure that they are regularly attending at lunchtimes.  
 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
 
 
Mr Corbett 
Teacher of Music 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Christmas Concert 

 

I would/ would not like my child _________________________ to be involved in the Christmas Concert on 

Tuesday 17th December.  

 

 

Signed …………………………………………………………… Date ……………………………… 
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