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Last week, I had the privilege to visit Edinburgh, 

Scotland and present at the Visible Learning World 

Conference. This was an event that gave me an 

opportunity to showcase our school’s Visible 

Learning journey. The conference took place across 

two days at the Edinburgh International Convention 

Centre and in the words of the event organisers 

(Osiris) brought together “50 of the greatest 

speakers” – no pressure!  

The opportunity had arisen in the summer (2018) 

when I submitted a paper detailing our journey to 

adopt Visible Learning at Penkridge. I was delighted 

to find out in September that I had been selected to 

present on the world stage and eagerly began to 

prepare a 30minute presentation – hard work fitting 

two years of change into 30 minutes! This would be 

shared with an audience of educational enthusiasts 

from around the world (USA, Netherlands, Spain, 

Scandinavia to name a few) and including key figures 

such as Vivian Robinson, Michael Fullan, Peter De 

Witt, Shirley Clarke and the founder of Visible 

Learning, John Hattie. The presentation was very well 

received and many positive comments followed, this 

naturally filled me with immense pride to literally put 

Penkridge Middle School on the map amongst some 

of the self-proclaimed ‘giants’ of education. The 

conference provided an opportunity to listen to other 

speakers, which further whetted my appetite to 

continue to drive Visible Learning at PMS and ensure 

we continue to be the very best. 
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The week was concluded with a visit on Friday afternoon by Laura Kearney. Laura works for Osiris and had the privilege 

to see our school and speak with our students as part of our Visible Learning accreditation. Laura officially presented the 

school with our Visible Learning level 2 award. This officially recognises PMS as a Visible Learning Partner School.  This 

award represents formal recognition of the 

commitment the school has made to implement the 

principles of Visible Learning. The success was based 

on a case study that demonstrated the progress made 

by students and teachers since first adopting Visible 

Learning in September 2016. The award is a real 

achievement for all connected with PMS as we join 

only a handful of other schools who have achieved 

this status. We now look forward to working towards 

our level 3 status over the next two years.  

Yours faithfully,  

Mr Cole 

. 

 

 

From September 2018 we introduced Visible Behaviour and a new simplified set of school rules based on the 

research of Paul Dix: Ready, Respectful & Safe. This has had a positive effect for the majority of our students 

who comply to our school requirements and engage in learning. Thank you to all parents who have supported 

us with this. 

We are now in the process of re-evaluating our behaviour policy and procedures and behaviour that continues 

to disrupt with low level disruption may lead to isolation or fixed term exclusions as well as CARE sessions on a 

Friday after school. We are also looking to put in Key Stage lunch time CATCH UP & REPAIR sessions at 

lunchtimes for those students making poor choices in and out of lessons.  

In order to assist your child in making good choices to maximise learning, please ensure that they bring to 

school with them a water bottle, reading book and pencil case and that they have completed their homework so 

that they are READY to learn.  
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Thank you for your support in ensuring Penkridge Middle School continues to expect very high standards of 

behaviour from all students. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all parents and carers for returning the Dietary and Medical Information sheets for Condover 

Hall so promptly. Please can we remind you that the payment deadline of the 1st April is looming. Due to 

the terms of booking with Condover, we must make all payments by this date to ensure that the trip can go 

ahead as planned – late payments could jeopardise the visit for all students. Thank you in advance for your 

understanding and co-operation in this matter. 

 

Please can you check your child’s hair for headlice over half term, particularly students in Y7 as some families 

are struggling with them as a reoccurring problem. Thank you for your support in this matter. 

The NHS has a simple guide to treating head lice and nits on its website here 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/  

 

  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
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On the 3rd April 2019 Year 7 students at Penkridge Middle School will work with expert trainers from the 

education charity Talk The Talk. 

Talk The Talk’s mission is to improve students’ communication skills to enable positive interaction in all life 

situations. 

Talk The Talk has trained over 15,000 students in the past twelve months in England and Wales and nearly 

75,000 since we first started - using a programme developed over the past six years.  

Talk About Communication is an exciting and engaging master-class in essential speaking and listening skills 

within a creative classroom environment teaches students how to use persuasive language techniques to get 

‘their message’ across. The day highlights and nurtures employability skills, interview techniques and key 

presentation skills.  Via numerous speaking opportunities, students are coached and supported throughout the 

day to deliver a structured two-minute presentation, on a topic for which they have a genuine passion, to their 

peers.  

We will have 5 trainers in for the day, one working with each class for the full day. Therefore, we ask for a 

contribution of £10 per student, payable on parent pay to help us cover the cost of this exciting opportunity. 

Half of the cost is being paid for by charity and we feel that it is a great opportunity for our Y7 students. School 

are also contributing to the day and will cover the cost for students in receipt of Free School Meals. 

“There is no doubt that grades open the door to opportunity for our students. But when they walk through that 

door – it is a completely different set of skills. We are striving to ensure that all young people are suitably equipped 

with the essential tools and skills to communicate confidently in a variety of situations – both within school and in 

their lives beyond.  

Young people are reluctant to stand up and speak out. They are reticent in voicing their thoughts and opinions due 

to the fear of being wrong or being ridiculed by their peers. One of the keys to the success of the Talk The Talk 

programme is breaking down these barriers by creating an environment of mutual respect with a supportive ethos 

within the classroom. When students stand up and voice their opinions, share their thoughts and present their 

ideas – they are applauded by their peers and congratulated by their workshop leader and school staff alike.  We 

demonstrate that speaking out is not a ‘life or death’ experience – but one that we CAN do – and one that is no way 

near as daunting as we might think.” 

Richard Hull – Director – Talk The Talk 

“The evidence points very persuasively to a highly successful intervention, in particular for shy and reticent 

students, helping to increase their skills and confidence.” 

Professor John MacBeath - Cambridge University 

There is overwhelming support for the effectiveness of the Talk The Talk project… 

NET – National Education Trust 
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Congratulations to Olivia Whittle who won first prize in the John White Bowl 

gold tournament for under 18s. This competition was held art Beau Desert Golf 

Club and Olivia beat over 20 other competitors to triumph. Congratulations 

Olivia! 

 

Congratulations to Jake White whose ‘School of Rock’ tribute band ‘Teacher’s Pet Rock UK’ played their first gig 

last weekend with Jake on lead guitar and vocals. The even raised a massive £1,000 for the Donna Louise Trust. 

Jake, we salute you! 

 

This week Isobelle Bramwell achieved her Grade 4 Skate Excellence award in Ice Skating at Silver Blades. Well 

done Isobelle! 
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Class Star Student  
5CWK Emily Pugh 
5SJ Rose Sedgewick 
5JB Jamie Clay 
5TG Imogen Grice 
6CA Katie-Rose Sturgess 
6LK Alexandra Ryan 
6AP Jacob Dolphin 
6AG Evan Slater 
7LS Grace Capewell 
7LW Cameron Tarplee 
7JW Lucy Nield 
7KM Millie Lewis 
7CM Joe Milner 
8SH Erin Skidmore 
8SS Phoebe Haviland 
8RC Frances Lyons 
8JM Olivia Whittle  

 

 

This week, these students were ‘what a good one looks like’: 

 Grace Fletcher 

 Frances Lyons 

 Emily Pugh 

 Harvey Monument 

 Kaitlyn Prince 

 Erin Skidmore 

 Phoebe Haviland 

 Callum Booth 

 

Our amazing writers this week are: 

 Abi Fisher  

 Coral Bailey   

 Betty Ross  

 Tom Dillon  

 Ethan Rowley  

 Evan Smith
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Reading Café Rota 2019 

Date Class Date Class 

29 March 2019 8SH 07 June 2019 5CWK 

05 April 2019 6CA 14 June 2019 5SJ 

10 May 2019 6AG 21 June 2019 5TG 

17 May 2019 6AP 28 June 2019 5JB 

24 May 2019 6SE 

 

Wednesday 3rd April Talk the Talk (Year 7 Only) 
Thursday 11th April  Writing Café for all of Y6 students at 3.45pm  

– details to follow. 
 


