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Dear PMS Family  

I hope that you are all safe and well? We are fast approaching the end of the academic year and I know that you and 

your children will have many questions about returning next year in terms of their teacher and which class they are 

in; also questions about what exactly will happen at the ‘Festival of Hope’ and other transition events that I have 

written about in my letter on Wednesday. If you didn’t receive a letter or you haven’t checked you emails due to 

having so many other things to juggle, then the links to the initial letters on the Penkridge Middle School website.  

In this edition of L’hebdo, I will focus on information around the ‘PMS Festival of Hope’ and then the next couple of 

weeks will have a focus on planning for the next academic year including getting information to you all about new 

classes and teachers etc.  

‘PMS Festival of Hope’.  

The idea of the Festival of Hope has evolved over the last few weeks as I have been trying to think of creative ways 

of getting more children back into school. As we are in the middle of a new built, we have currently got considerably 

less space than normal so it is not safe to get any more children back into the main school building. One key reason 

for this is amenities, as all of our bathrooms are being used by current pods.  

Therefore, the only way that I could think about considering students coming back was to be on the field. Whilst we 

could just have had normal lessons on the field, quite frankly I didn’t think that was good enough for all of our 

precious children after all they have been through. So instead I wanted to create something very special and positive 

for the students to remember as a positive in this very difficult time. Outdoor learning has also been proven to help 

students learn and improve their mental health.  I think that we would all agree that that children’s wellbeing is a 

huge priority at the moment.  

Some of you may feel that it is a bit pointless just to come in for these sessions after being at home for such a long 

time. However, another main reason to hold the festival is that parents and students that haven’t been here need to 

see that actually school is still a very happy place to be. If families can get used to some of the extra measures such 

as social distancing and taking temperatures, then you as families will hopefully have far less anxiety for the return in 

September.  

The ‘Festival of Hope’ will look slightly different for each year group. All students will do work during the Festival but 

in a very fun way and then they will be given tasks to do at home as a follow up ready for their next week. (This will 

look slightly different for Y6 who are only having one afternoon at the Festival as they have been offered a place at 

POD school for some time now).  The work will include English, maths and science but also some fun dancing and 

singing, as well as wellbeing activities. The work will link to our new school vision and curriculum intent in last week’s 

L’hebdo which will also be attached again today.  
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Key worker and vulnerable children will have a key role in organising the festival as VIP and entertainers.  

The school field will be separated into sections to ensure groups are 15 are well separated. Children will have a 

specific spot to sit on. I am looking into different options. They will each be given a small wallet of work on entry. 

These will be brand new plastic wallets with all the photocopying done by one person wearing fresh gloves. Work 

packs will be handed out on entry by the leadership Team who will also take contactless temperatures by holding a 

thermometer close by the child’s forehead. We will do this wearing gloves and masks. This does sound very scary but 

by day 2 the children in school were walking up to us lifting up their fringes and standing on their spots without 

reminders.  

If it is bad weather on the day we may cancel and reschedule for a different afternoon or morning. If it starts to 

heavy rain during an event, we may just simply get wet as you would as a festival.  

Essential items: 

A small bag 

Pencil case 

Tissues  

Handsanitiser 

Waterbottle 

Suncream/ hat (if warm) 

Rainmac 

Teddy and small picnic (optional) For Y4 on the first Monday 

Travel, arrival & departure: Children can walk or cycle. Parents can come onto the car park as it will be sectioned off 

to allow a safe arrival and departure both in cars and on foot. More guidance will be given on a video – next week.   
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                               PMS FESTIVAL OF HOPE        
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With all the negativity being reported on the news, we felt that we should spread a few 'Happy News' links. Why not 
help spread the cheer by writing your own happy news article?  
 
https://live.firstnews.co.uk/positivity-place/happy-news/ 
 
https://thehappynewspaper.com/ 
 
https://uploads.guim.co.uk/2020/04/20/Happy_News_challenge.pdf 
 
 

National School Sports Week 

In ‘normal’ times, you would have been receiving details regarding our Sports Day event which would have been 

next week. Additional events were added last year and this made our ‘Sports Day’ even more successful amongst our 

students; receiving fantastic feedback from parents and students on the day too. It is therefore disappointing we 

cannot build upon that this year in the more traditional format we are used to. There is good news though! The 

Youth Sports Trust and Sky Sports have joined forces and are going to provide lots of virtual sporting challenges 

during the next week, which is National School Sports Week (NSSW) and it would be lovely for our students to be 

involved in this NSSW campaign. Please look at the letter below. It is written by the Youth Sports Trust and 

instructions to what to do next are outlined within it. I will be following this NSSW up with my own thoughts and 

ideas in the PE VLE area. Good luck! 

 

Dear Parent, 

How do you fancy challenging friends, family or neighbours to some fun, virtual sporting activities this summer? 

At national children’s charity, the Youth Sport Trust, we are determined to ensure that young people stay active and 

connected through this difficult time. We’ve been helping families do this with our daily #StayHomeStayActive 

activities since March and now we’re challenging the public to go one step further by joining us in our first ever 

National School Sport Week at Home, supercharged by Sky Sports. 

Taking place from 20-26 June, the week will give families, communities, schools and sports clubs the opportunity to 
take part in a series of virtual sporting challenges which help young people capture the enjoyment, competition and 
camaraderie they may be missing out on and the Youth Sport Trust is delighted that Sky Sports will be helping to 
supercharge the campaign.  

How do I find out more? 

Registering couldn’t be simpler. Just go to our website www.youthsporttrust.org/nssw and click on the link for 
parents. You will be asked a couple of questions as you register about who you might challenge and how many 
people you would like to get involved.  

After signing up we will provide you with free and easy-to-use resources to help plan your week of National School 
Sport Week at Home Activity, set challenges for your families, friends and neighbours, and shout about it online. 

So, what are you waiting for? Join the growing number of people who will be running, jumping and throwing their 
way to glory from 20-26 June. 

 

 

 

 

https://live.firstnews.co.uk/positivity-place/happy-news/
https://thehappynewspaper.com/
https://uploads.guim.co.uk/2020/04/20/Happy_News_challenge.pdf
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Health and Wellbeing: 
This week in school, we have been sharing extracts from ‘The Book of Hopes’.  It was released by the Literacy Trust 
to comfort, inspire and entertain children in lockdown and the link has been on the VLE for some time.   
 

This is an extract from The 
Knife of Never Letting Go by 
Patrick Ness and sends a 
powerful message about 
hope.  
 
For young readers, the 
book is ideal whilst we are 
still living under 
restrictions; has short texts 
that are easy to read and it 
is free! 
 
Lessons that have been 
taught in school will be 
available on the VLE soon.  
However, we recommend 
that you take a look in the 
meantime. 

 

 

The book is available on: https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/ 

 

 
You may have seen in the news this week about how Manchester United footballer Marcus Rashford, 22, has 
been successful in his to campaign to get the government to U-turn over their decision about providing Free 
School Meals food vouchers through the summer holidays. As a young role model we commended Marcus on 
his actions, ensuring more families will be able to feed their children sufficiently over the six-week break. 
  
When Marcus Rashford was growing up his family relied upon Free School Meals and he felt compelled to do 
something as he saw more families struggling financially due to the current Covid-19 situation. 
  
All of our schools make direct voucher payments through the 'Wonde' app to parents who are eligible for Free 
School Meals. But not everyone who is eligible claims – we truly believe that they should. This funding is there 
to help them give their families quality food. 
  
This week we have also read about how more and more workers are becoming unemployed and their financial 
circumstances are becoming more difficult. If you think you may now be eligible for free school meal vouchers 
please visit Staffordshire County Council's online checking tool where if eligible you can apply today. Here is the 
link: https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-
online.aspx   
  
If you would like to read more about Marcus Rashford's story the BBC website has an excellent article and an 
interesting video. We hope this inspires young people to realise that they are the future and have a very 
important voice. 
 

 

 

 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
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To celebrate Shakespeare Fortnight and to support Year 6 and Year 7, whose units of work next week focus on 
Shakespeare, we thought it would be great to challenge ALL students to get involved! So, Miss Holmes has produced 

a fun sonnet challenge for you to have a go at: 
 

Write Your Own Sonnet Challenge! 
 

I have written an example sonnet (14 lines, 10 syllables per line, and the ABAB CDCD EFEF GG rhyming scheme) and 
wondered if you wanted to use it as a Wagoll to write your own sonnet? 

 
The content can be anything you like…just have fun!  

 
Romeo's Sonnet 

 
Along came Juliet when I felt low, 

We shared a kiss at the masquerade ball. 
Mercutio encouraged me to go, 

And meet the one I've always waited for. 
 

I couldn't say I was a Montague, 
The Capulets still hold an ancient grudge. 

So Juliet would have bid me adieu, 
And not with a polite and careful nudge. 

 
So now I stand beneath her window, pining. 

Listening to her gentle, woeful sighs. 
It isn't long before I hear her whining, 

Of why I left without sharing goodbyes. 
 

She questions the importance of a name, 
And now I know I am still in the game! 
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Matthew Smith--year 5- for his Miller's End story.  

Isobel Sanders in 7KM who did some super writing for Mrs Baker. 

 

 

Emily Wellsbury, Cameron Tarplee, Jake Wildman, Oscar Brookes, Dominic Brooks, Charles McAleenan, Che Cecil 
Khechara, Fraser Hodges, Connie Richards, Alfie Kite. 

 
 

Matthew Smith, Alex Walker, Eva Minton, Kaylie Poon, Lilia Barrett, Olivia Kelly, Harriet Ball, Sam Aldridge, Amelia 
Jones, Jake Wildman, Ben Richards, Sophie Shipman, Matt McNeil, Dylan Mason, Ben Yerbury, Alfie Kite, , Andrew 
Fellows, William Hindmarsh, Grace Giles, Amelia Giles, Jack Harris. 

 

’  

Mrs Swift has awarded a  to William Cooke for working hard at home and growing his own vegetables  

 
Mrs Swift has awarded a  to Jake White for working hard and having some interesting discussions with his 

mum. Most recently of refugees from Mrs Swift 
 

Mrs Watts has awarded a  to Daniel Lemm for his Box of Pencils work. 

 
 
 

    

Félicitations to the following people for their fantastic ‘classy work’ in French since half term.  

Year 6   Edward Dickson     Noah Ralph  Evan Smith  Harriet Ball  Chloe Glover-Smith   Lola Hancox 

Year 8   Jack Harris     James Hodgkiss    Lydia Ham      Will Wright      Andrew Hill      John Glover-Smith        

Neve Skidmore     James Platt   Ewan Newman     Isobelle Bramwell        Ben Yerbury    
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Writing Competition 

 

 This is your opportunity to write about your experience. Until midnight on Friday the 17th of July, you can submit a 
piece of writing about what life has been like in lockdown and during the coronavirus. 
This could be a personal experience, a poem, or a creative story. All of you will have had a unique experience that is 
only yours, and only you can capture in words. Follow the link to read about the competition and begin writing. 
Good luck!  
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/ 
 

Generation Lockdown Write – Creative Writing Competition 

GENERATION LOCKDOWN TO WRITE SCROLL TO FIND OUT MORE PUBLISHED BY RAISING FUNDS FOR 

Writing Competition. Life in Lockdown for Young People. This is your opportunity to write about your 

experience. Until midnight on Friday the 17th of July, you can submit a piece of writing about what life has 

been like in lockdown and during the coronavirus. 

generationlockdown.co.uk 

 

 

 J.K. Rowling has created a whole new story, The Ickabog, which will 

be published for free online, in instalments, over the next seven weeks, a chapter (or two, or three) at a 

time.  

On top of access to this free book, every day, Rowling be making suggestions for what you might like to 

draw. You can enter the official competition being run by the publishers for the chance to have your 

artwork included in a printed version of the book due out later this year. Rowling will be giving suggestions 

as to what to draw as we go along, but you should let your imagination run wild!  

To read the book, click here : https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story/ 

To find out about the competition, click here : https://www.theickabog.com/competition/ 

Have fun!  

 

 

 

https://generationlockdown.co.uk/
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/
https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story/
https://www.theickabog.com/competition/
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The Summer Reading Challenge is back with Silly Squad! 

                        

We’d like all students to participate in the national summer reading challenge. Just head down to the 

library and join up for free and get reading. You must read 6 books over the summer holidays and if you do, 

not only do get rewards from the library, you also earn 5 merits to begin the new academic year with! 

WOW!  

 

The challenge is all based around the ‘Silly Squad’: all about funny books, happiness and having a laugh! 

This year, the Challenge features extra special characters designed by the award-winning author and 

illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson, who you’ll know from amazing reads like Amelia Fang and Evil Emperor 

Penguin! 

 

Silly Squad officially begins on Friday 5 June 2020  Keep an eye on the website for more news.  

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/chat/messages 

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/21273099
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/12205051
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/12205051
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/chat/messages
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Star Cooks 
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Mrs McVittie and I love seeing your photos of your cooking, well done to all our chefs, it’s great to see you 

keeping your skills up.  For those of you who haven’t cooked yet, come on we’re really looking forward to 

seeing what you can do.  Please ask your families if you can cook 1 meal in the week, you could have a look 

at the websites I have included below.  The Food a Fact of Life website has searchable categories like age 

group and complexity.  The BBC site has categories such as around the world, ingredients and budget recipes.  

I have also included a link to their children’s site too. The last one is Tesco’s children’s recipe pages.  Go on, 

have a go!   

https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/recipes/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food  

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/kids-cooking  

https://realfood.tesco.com/recipes/collections/easy-recipes-for-kids.html 

 

Year 5  

5 fabulous cooks this week have produced an interesting range of dishes for their entries into Star Cook.  

Evie Banks went foraging and came back and created elderflower fritters, something she decided she wasn’t 

keen on, but well done for having a go Evie.  Amia Heighway practised her rubbing in skills when making 

raisin scones for her family, they looked very moreish.  Ethan Hodgkiss baked a delicious looking coffee and 

walnut cake, with a creamy coffee butter cream topping and whole walnuts to decorate.  Caitlin Preston had 

a competition within her family and cooked up a two-course meal of Chicken, pepper and courgette kebabs, 

with curly fries and onion rings followed up with pancakes and ice cream.  What a lucky family.  Sam Hewitson 

baked delicious looking chocolate muffins for his family, they looked very tempting.   

Year 5 Star Cook 

Olivia Kelly succeeded with the difficult recipe of Focaccia bread, which looks 

very tempting especially with the rosemary on the top.   

 

 

 

Year 6  

Bread is a difficult recipe but Chloe Glover-Smith appears to have got the hang of it and has baked a very 

well risen and golden brown loaf.   

Year 6 Star Cook 

Jennifer Marshall created a healthy yoghurt fruit salad and 

soft and crumbly chocolate cookies this week, always 

something interesting from Jennifer.     

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 

Josh Grube created a tangy chilli with rice for his family and presented it beautifully too, apparently, his 

brother went back for second helpings!  Ruby Lewis worked with gluten free flour to make a tempting pizza 

base that she then topped with cheese, tomato and ham.  It looked mouth-wateringly good.  

Year 7 Star Cook 

https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/recipes/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/kids-cooking
https://realfood.tesco.com/recipes/collections/easy-recipes-for-kids.html
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Will Preston, again as part of their family competition, also cooked up a two-course meal which included 

herbed lamb chops, crispy potato slices and asparagus, with Chocolate brownie, ice cream and caramel sauce 

for pudding.  I would have loved to be sat at their table when the dishes were presented.    

   

 

 

 

 

Year 8  

Just 2 entries from Year 8 this week, come on Year 8, you can do this, I know there are some amazing cooks 

in Year 8.  James Hodgkiss made Turkey meatballs, tomato sauce and spaghetti for his family this week.  It 

was presented very tidily, something that is difficult to do with spaghetti and tomato sauce.   

Year 8 Star Cook 

Cameron Tarplee decided to have a go at making his own KFC and developed his own much healthier version.  

Well done Cameron, it looks very appetising.   
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Our Vision for the PMS Family 

Our vision for the PMS Family is that there is a strong culture of learning for all, in which we are all engaged in the 

local, national and global landscape, each making our contribution through thoughtful, small steps on a daily basis.  

Everyone is confident and articulate, both orally and through writing. Everyone has an appreciation of the 

importance of reading and mathematics, which feeds into our love of learning; additionally, we all show character, 

tolerance and an understanding of others in the PMS family, as well as all other citizens around us – both near and 

far.  

We are aware and active regarding how we can contribute to the global goals as well as demonstrate the British 

Values. As lifelong learners, we are aware of how to stay healthy- both physically and mentally. We are resilient to 

cope with the challenges of the ever changing world that we live in, and in preparation for the world of work. 

Diversity and inclusion are both promoted and celebrated by everyone here, alongside a strong ethos of 

safeguarding, not only for the children but also for the whole school community. 

Our learning approach is shaped by the philosophy of John Hatties’ Visible Learning and our approach to dealing with 

behaviour aims to be consistent and restorative, based on the work of Paul Dix. Our ‘Curriculum Intent’ encapsulates 

what we aim to achieve through a clear curriculum map, well sequenced lessons, assemblies, extra- curricular clubs 

and activities. 

Our vision is that both children and staff are happy and enthused about learning here at PMS, and consequently 

great learning takes place.  

 



L’hebdo  19/06/2020 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                            

 

Penkridge Middle School Curriculum Intent 

At Penkridge Middle School we aim to prepare our students to become global citizens who are curious and 

passionate about the world around them, on a local, national and global scale. Through engaging with the United 

Nations Global Goals and British Values, our broad curriculum presents big ideas and has high aspirations for all. Our 

curriculum is designed to provide challenge and purpose in all subject areas, with wider skills, such as interpersonal 

skills, confidence, socialisation, language development, resilience, a healthy lifestyle (both physical and mental) and 

relevant knowledge and skills for careers built into learning.  Through our curriculum we will offer cultural capital to 

our students, giving them an understanding of the world around them. 

As a member of the Penk Valley Academy Trust we support Visible Learning, an evidence based pedagogical 

approach to teaching and learning. We are a Level 2 Visible Learning accredited school, celebrating our commitment 

to the pedagogy since 2016. The approach involves teachers seeing learning through the eyes of students; and 

students seeing themselves as their own teachers. All students, in all lessons, at Penkridge Middle School will be 

supported and driven by the Visible Learning approach to create resilient, lifelong learners, who are capable of self-

led learning and are prepared for the next stage of their education. 

We see reading, maths and oracy skills as essential life skills. We are building a curriculum that promotes skilled 

reading and a love of reading as these are core to the intent of the school. We are targeting the use rich texts across 

the curriculum and for reading skills to be developed in all lessons.  Our goal is that students are supported to 

become proficient learners and encouraged to read for pleasure, including during our Drop Everything and Read 

sessions, where the whole school (adults included) stop and read a book of their choice. We aim to encourage a high 

standard of mathematical understanding, making links across the curriculum, as well as to the wider community. 

Oracy is developed through workshops with Talk the Talk, classroom discussion, intelligent questioning and planned 

presentations. Through this our students are able to discuss and articulate confidently both in the classroom and 

beyond, develop problem solving and teamwork skills and can convey their thoughts and reasoning to others 

effectively, not only verbally, but also in writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


