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Dear Parents & Carers.  
 
Thank you for all of your lovely messages over the last few weeks. I am sorry that I have been unable to be 
present in school over the last few weeks. This was the choice of the PVAT Executive Team due to me 
showing some signs of exhaustion and illness over the last few weeks, although now I feel fit and well. I am 
deeply sorry that I wasn’t able to be part of the Y4 transition, the festival and Y8 Leavers Day. I wish all year 
groups and their families a brilliant Summer and I wish Y8 all the best for high school and beyond. I am 
grateful to all of my staff for keeping school running during this time. 
 
Mrs Frost. 
 
 

Welcome to the final edition of L’Hebdo of this academic year. 

  
I think enough has been said about how this year was not the year we expected but I have been so overawed with 
the commitment, spirit and togetherness of everyone to see it through until this point. 
  
Staff are indeed worthy of a restful break but so are you as parents/carers who have picked up the baton with 
teaching in your homes for so very long. In September we face new challenges, new routines, new rules and a brand 
new year group who we can’t wait to get started with. We will be sad to say goodbye to our Year 8 pupils and 
although it wasn’t the ending any of us planned for them it was great to see so many at their final festival of hope 
and we wish them good luck in their next academic adventure wherever it is they are heading. 
  
There are a number of staff who are sadly leaving us this year and for a variety of different reasons. Some have been 
mentioned previously Mr and Mrs Hodson, Mrs Hallchurch, Miss Edwards and Miss Ward and we wish them well in 
the next chapter of their lives and thank them so very much for their hard work and commitment to the school. 
  
In addition to these Miss Crowe will be leaving us to focus on her teacher training and although she will be sorely 
missed by the children and staff alike, we will keep a close eye on her as she will be welcome back (maybe as a 
teacher). 
  
Also Mrs Espie-Wheeler will sadly be leaving us too. Her effort, hard work and support for our children has been 
outstanding and it is safe to say that she has had a real impact on so many lives of pupils within school and she will 
also be sorely missed by all. We wish her all the best for the future too. 
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SUNSETS ARE PROOF THAT 

ENDINGS CAN BE BEAUTIFUL
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Last week saw the close of POD school for Year 6 and this also signalled the end of Mr West’s time with us. It was 
brilliant for all to see him back in school and it was a real lift for the whole of the PMS family. We thank him for his 
support and he knows he is always welcome here. 
  
The plans for September are in their final drafting stage so as soon as they are ready to go we will send them out 
over all the different platforms we have to make sure you see them and are clear of what we are asking. 
  
Finally a massive thank you to the senior leadership team in school, who also have worked incredibly hard to keep 
the school moving during this difficult period and who are in need of a break too. 
  
Following the break all parents/carers, pupils and staff should be raring to go to take on 2020/2021 with real vigour 
and enthusiasm and although looking forward to the break cannot wait to get back at it. 
  
Many thanks and see you soon 
  
Mr Grocutt 
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Health and Wellbeing: 
It has been the final week in school.  We have enjoyed seeing many of the children at the festivals and are looking forward to 
seeing everyone in September.   

However, in the meantime you may wish to use the following resource over the holiday period.  This free resource from ELSA 
offers 30 challenges with a diary sheet for each.  The opening page is shown below to illustrate the range of activities.  It will 
hopefully help children to stay positive over the holidays in a mindful and fun way.  There is also a certificate available on 

completion!  The resource can be found to download on:  https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/elsa-support-summer-
holiday-challenge-diary-2020/ 

                                          

Have a wonderful summer! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/elsa-support-summer-holiday-challenge-diary-2020/
https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/elsa-support-summer-holiday-challenge-diary-2020/
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Year 7 Book Club 
‘Lark’ was announced as this year’s CILIP Carnegie medal award winner 

while we were mid read. This is an excellent- and quick- read that took 

most of the book club less than an hour in total to finish. I found it 

totally unputdownable! It follows the story of two brothers who end up 

getting lost on the moors on a cold winter’s day with their little dog. 

They find themselves in a precarious position and all seems lost. This is 

the final instalment in a collection of four tales involving the same 

characters but you don’t need to have read the rest of the book to 

understand what’s going on. In fact, it inspired me to get the other 

three books which I will read over the summer. 

If you’d like to follow our reviews on the Carnegie website, some of our 

pupils have their work published on there and can be found on the 

following link: 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/books/lark/ 

Happy reading and see you soon! 

Mrs Evans 

 

Year 7 book club will be reading their next 

shadowing book ‘Boy. Girl. Sea’ by Chris 

Vick over the summer. We’ll let you know 

how we’re getting on in a future copy of 

L’Hebdo! 

Fancy reading this book? 

Come and see me in Room 51 when we 

are back at school! 

Mrs Evans 

This kind of book is not something I 

would usually go for. It was not engaging 

for me and I found it quite boring, I could 

not relate to the characters at all. It took 

a while to get to the exciting parts and 

was quite slow, it was also a bit 

repetitive. I thought the plot was solid 

enough but unfortunately I found it 

predictable. So for me it would be 3/10. 

But you never know, you might read it 

and enjoy it. 

Harriet McDonald 7RCT 

This has got to be my favourite book that we have been asked to read for 

our club (so far). This is just such a great book! I would recommend it to 

anyone who is in the mood for some suspense and action. In my opinion, 

the age rating for this book is off just a little bit .I think that this book should 

be rated 12+ because of some of the language. Like Nowhere on Earth 

(another one of my favourites) there is some swearing, but in most cases 

the words that the author uses just serve to make the book even funnier in 

places. For me, the landscape and setting plays a big part in the story, The 

Moors are almost always the place where something spooky or mysterious 

is happening. The Hill also contributes to the story in a really nice way. The 

fact that Kenny almost gets lost and Nicky struggles to find him wouldn't 

work at all in that part in the story if the boys were going on a hike on flat 

land. In fact, the more i think about it, the more i begin to realize that almost 

none of the boy's problems would have come about if they were just hiking 

in somewhere flat, like a field or a car park, (yes, sad i know) I think that 

overall, this a really great book and definitely was a good way to spend an 

hour, (yes, it only took me an hour to finish this book), it was almost as if i 

was in a trance and the author was persuading me to keep reading and to 

not put it down until i had finished. 

Finlay Howell 7LW 

I finished the book and I can tell you that it is 

one of the best books I have ever read! It is 

short and sweet, and the plot is beautiful! The 

end is my favourite part because even though 

it is sad, I really liked the way McGowan 

ended the series. I would recommend the 

book to anyone who is looking for a short 

book that they can get lost in and read in one 

go. 

Evie Phillips 7KM 

I loved this book! At first I thought the book was just about two 

brothers and a dog who went on an adventure but it took a quick 

twist when it began snowing and started getting dark. The pair 

eventually lost their way and soon enough the main character Nikky 

ended up at the foot of a small cliff unable to move. Kenny tries to 

save the day but when the dog Tina comes back Nikky presumes 

something is wrong so he goes to find Kenny. Luckily both brothers 

end up safe and well. We check back in when the characters are 

growing old and discover one of them has a disease and not very 

long left to live. I would definitely rate this book 5 stars. 

Lily Hay 7JWD 
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Casual School Cleaner – multiple roles available  
 
Location    Schools part of Penk Valley Academy Trust 

Employer    Penk Valley Academy Trust  

Job number    037 

Contract    Casual  

Working Hours   Various hours available - flexibility required 

Closing date for applications Friday 31 July 2020 

Interview    w/c 3 August 2020 

Start date    ASAP 

Salary     Grade 1, (£9.00 per hour) 

Accountable to    Catering & Cleaning Manager 
 
As a Cleaner, you are at the heart of our facilities operation and we are looking for individuals who share our 
energy and passion and will contribute to our ongoing success. We are recruiting for a number of Casual Cleaning 
positions across our Trust in and around Penkridge to cover on an ad-hoc basis when required.  
 
The role: 
 

 To be polite, professional and friendly at all times  
 To ensure the highest level of customer care is adhered to at all times 
 To demonstrate a can-do attitude towards individual school requests and strive to exceed expectations 
 To ensure standards of cleaning and hygiene in the work area meet or exceeds the standard applicable to 

the site 
 
Who you are: 
It doesn’t matter if you’ve never worked as a Cleaner before. What does matter to us the most, is taking pride in 
what you do and a willingness to learn. 
 
Who we are: 
Penk Valley Academy Trust that is the local academy trust for the following schools Marshbrook First School, 
Princefield First School, St John’s First School, St Mary& St Chad CE First School, Penkridge Middle School, 
Wolgarston High School and The Rural Enterprise Academy. The Trust’s vision is to take collective responsibility 
for ensuring that every child and young person in our Trust receives an excellent education, achieves high 
outcomes and realises their potential. All members of staff work incredibly hard to provide the very best 
education for every child in our care. 
 
 
These are casual roles in the first instance. Please get in contact if you are interested! Please visit our website 
www.penkvalley.co.uk or contact Paula Wilkinson on 07942559319 
 
Completed application forms to be returned by email to personnel@penkvalley.co.uk or by post for the attention 
of Personnel at:  
 
 
These are casual roles in the first instance. Please get in contact if you are interested! Please visit our website 

www.penkvalley.co.uk or contact Paula Wilkinson on 07942559319 

http://www.penkvalley.co.uk/
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Completed application forms to be returned by email to personnel@penkvalley.co.uk or by post for the attention of 
Personnel at: 
Penk Valley Academy Trust 
c/o Wolgarston High School 
Cannock Road 
Penkridge 
Stafford  
ST19 5RX 

 
 

This Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people/vulnerable adults and expect 

all staff and volunteers to share this commitment” 

 

We will ensure that all our recruitment and selection practices reflect this commitment. All successful candidates will be 

subject to Disclosure and Barring Service checks along with other relevant employment checks. 
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