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Dear All 

We hope that you have seen either on Facebook or on an email sent earlier this week our communication about 

opening to some students. If not, it can also be found at the back of this week’s l’hebdo edition.  

On Tuesday, next week, I will further communicate with you all about our PVAT Risk Assessment and details of 

opening for Y6. This will be emailed out to you all.  

In the meantime, we will continue to set work on the VLE for all year groups and we are also liaising with both the 

First and High Schools regarding transition; more details will follow soon.  

After half term – the VLE will have a large focus on the Global Goals.  

Students – please ensure that you have completed your work for the Book of Hopes. Next week is Outdoor Learning 

Week – details will be on the VLE.  

Stay safe everyone 

Best wishes 

Mrs Frost x 

 

              National Thank A Teacher Day:  

May 20th is National Thank A Teacher Day. It will mark a moment when we, as a nation, can come together to say 

thank you to teachers across the country who are making a difference not only now during these unprecedented 

times, but every day of the year.   

The Teaching Awards Trust are asking as many people as possible to share their message of thanks, ideally in a video 

clip leading up to the day. This will be in an expression of their choosing - singing a song/miming to a song of thanks 

to their teacher, writing and/or reciting a poem, or sharing a picture of a drawing. For more information visit 

https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher-day  

I hope that you would agree our teachers and support staff have been working really hard throughout this difficult 

time (alongside many of you) so it would be lovely for them to get a few thank you messages.   

              

 THE CHOICE IS YOURS! BE THE REASON SOMEONE SMILES TODAY 

 

                       14/05/20 

 

https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher-day
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The National Literacy Trust Covid-19 survey 

  
Please could we ask that all students and parents take a few minutes to fill out the following National 
Surveys related to Covid19 and its impact on students and parents? 

  
The surveys will be open until 29th  May and are completely anonymous. 
We thank you for your support. 
  

Pupil Survey : http://research.literacytrust.org.uk/s/Pupil_Penkridge/ 

  

If you have children in both age brackets, please do complete both surveys:  

 

 

Parents of children aged 0 to 11 is 

here: http://research.literacytrust.org.uk/s/Parent_primary_PenkridgeMiddleSchool/ 

  

Parents of children aged 11+ is 

here: http://research.literacytrust.org.uk/s/Parent_secondary_PenkridgeMiddleSchool/ 
 

Mrs Gutteridge 

 

 

 
We are delighted to have Cressida Cowell, the current Waterstones Children’s Laureate join us as the 

LoveReading4Kids Guest Editor of the Month this May. Come and meet her, read all about her books and see why 
we're so excited about working with her. 

 

You can find out more at           

https://clicks.lovereading.co.uk/v/clY/Fgz5uryMmhq_Oy66RLK8Ay/a4bb4181 

 

http://research.literacytrust.org.uk/s/Pupil_Penkridge/
http://research.literacytrust.org.uk/s/Parent_primary_PenkridgeMiddleSchool/
http://research.literacytrust.org.uk/s/Parent_secondary_PenkridgeMiddleSchool/
https://clicks.lovereading.co.uk/v/clY/Fgz5uryMmhq_Oy66RLK8Ay/a4bb4181
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Health and Wellbeing: 

The health and wellbeing of the children at our school is of the highest importance.   

 

We aim to 

provide 

resources for 

parents and 

carers that 

they can use in 

the home. 

Therefore, 

parents and 

carers may 

find the free 

resource 

entitled, 

’Family of 

2020 poster’, 

enjoyable to 

complete to 

celebrate the family and what we have achieved so far.  

Your child may want to take time decorating this poster with activities completed; 

funny quotations or mindfulness words.  The link is shown below for printing. 

https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Our-family-during-

lockdown.pdf 

Other free resources for emotional wellbeing are available from the site. 
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What A Good One Looks L ike 
 

Josh Wood's (5LK)  for work in science from Mrs Grosvenor. 

 

Superstar Writers 

Hannah Baker      William Platt. 
 

 

LbyQ WAGOLL’s 

KS2 Learning by Questions WAGOLLS for this week. 
 

Sam Aldridge    Freddie Davis-Hunt   Tamsin Flannery 
 Betty Ross   Matthew McNeil   Mikey Norman  
 Emily Pugh   Ben Richards   Jake Wildman    

Joshua Wood 
      
 

  
KS3 Learning by Questions WAGOLLS for this week. 

 
George Aldridge   James Archer   Emily Chisnall   

 Cameron Cowie  Amelia Giles    William Hindmarsh 
 James Hodgkiss   Dylan Mason   Amy Rudge    

Matthew Tuck 
 

 
WAGOLLs in Learning by Questions in English this week:  
 

Leah Craddock-Frost   Eleanor Cowing   Andrew Fellows    
Evie Forman   Ellie Glover    Lydia Ham    
James Hodgkiss  Lacey Keenen-James  Libby Lever  
Finley Lloyd-White   Frederic Melbourne   Riley Murray 

  Ewan Newman  Holy Scott   Jake White   
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Year 5 Boys raising money for Childline – We are so Proud! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of you may be aware of the 31 days in May challenge. Basically, you can do 

something for the 31 days of May that will enhance your life or those around you 

including raising money for charities/good causes based on what you are doing. 

I was delighted to receive a message from a parent whose son, Finn Sanders and 

three other year 5 students: Matthew McNeil, Jake Wildman and Sam Hewitson all 

taking part in this fantastic challenge. And they are doing it to raise money for 

Childline; a counselling service for children and young people up to their 19th 

birthday in the United Kingdom provided by the NSPCC. Childline deals with any 

issue which causes distress or concern. 

Finn’s mum told me, “They all play for South Staffs RTC and as a unit, they have 

decided to either walk, run or cycle at least a mile a day. Finn will be doing a mixture 

of 5k bike rides and 1 mile runs.” 

On day 1 the boys had raised £1400 of a £2000 target! By day 3, they had hit that 

target! By day 8 they had reached £3,000! They have now raised their target to £5K! 

And there was still 23 days to go! Wow! Keep up the brilliant work boys and 

congratulations on the money raised so far. Keep going! 

I am sure there are a few of you out there who are doing similar great things and we 

are very proud of you. Even if you are not doing the 31-day challenge, helping your 

mum/dad/carer or brother or sister with household chores or tasks is something we 

can all do to help in these times. Mrs Frost’s first slide in her May 1st assembly was a 

motivational quote from our school gates; ‘Together we make the strongest 

progress’. Helping others is a great thing to do and it makes you feel good -great for 

mental wellbeing!  
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Penkridge Star Cook 
Penkridge Star Cook 

This week is National Vegetarian week and Mrs McVittie has been encouraging pupils to try cooking some vegetarian 

dishes.  We have had some photos come in, but we would love to see some more for a special Vegetarian Star Cook 

for next week’s L’hebdo, so get cooking!   

 

We have also had plenty of cooks who have been baking for VE Day (see our separate Stars for this), as well as Mrs 

De-Loyde, who baked a honey cake (to use up 2 half bottles of honey), a bread and butter pudding (to use up some 

bread) and Chocolate brownies (More PE with Joe sessions needed now!!)  

 

Year 8  

Only 2 entries this week from Year 8, however as 1 is a vegetarian dish it will be carried forward to compete with all 

next week’s vegetarian recipes from Year 8.  Come on year 8, can you create the most interesting and appetising 

vegetarian dish?  

Star Cook Year 8 

James Hodgkiss delighted us this week with a tempting chocolate cake.  Well done James 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7  

Only 2 entries from Year 7 this week too and both previous winners, so difficult for us to 

decide.  Ruby Lewis decorated her VE day cake with fondant letters cut out, well done 

Ruby. 

Star Cook Year 7 

Josh Grube impressed us with his decoration of a union jack flag on the top of his cake. Very 

clever Josh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6  

There were some very tasty looking offerings from Year 6 this week, from Jennifer Marshall impressive chocolate cake 

decorated with blue hearts, to Grace Hamplett’s Apple Crumble, to Macey Collins’ shortbread and chocolate concrete 

cake.  Hope she didn’t break her teeth on it!!  Will King made our mouth water with his Oreo fudge, not an easy thing 

to make, well done Will.   
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Star Cook Year 6 

 

Chloe Glover-Smith created not one, but three appetising looking cakes, a 

lemon loaf cake, a Victoria sponge and a Triple Layer 

chocolate cake.  What an epic effort, I’m sure you’ll   agree.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  

Sometimes, if the weather is slightly cooler, we love to eat comforting dishes, so we would have definitely been 

enjoying Alex Walker’s Crumble, Jake Wildman’s Cottage pie, Amia Heighway’s Sausage casserole, Ethan Hodgkiss’s 

Macaroni cheese, and Grace Lambert’s VE day pie (see photo on VE day page).  Celebrations this week meant that Ben 

Richards baked a Birthday cake for a neighbour (carefully delivered) and that Chloe Scarrett prepared Rocky road & 

afternoon tea for her mum’s birthday, Erin Price delighted her family with a Sponge cake.  More VE day cakes included 

Kai Rushby’s VE day cake with fresh fruit on top and Poppy Carrington VE day cake with a coffee & walnut topping. 

Mrs McVittie and I were most impressed by Abigail MacDonald’s Quiche this week, not just because she converted 

her sister (Harriet) to quiche, but also that she really did her bit to avoid any food waste in their house.  Leftover crispy 

seaweed was added to turkey, red onion, carrot, sweetcorn, paprika, garlic, cheddar cheese and cream to create a 

very tempting quiche.  Well done Abigail.   

Lastly and by no means least Olivia Grace Kelly really embraced the VE day celebrations (as you can see on the VE Day 

pages) by creating a table full of delicious dishes including a Heart shaped Quiche, a Victoria Sponge, Spring rolls and 

a zesty Orange cake.  What an amazing effort Olivia! Just brilliant.   

 

 Star Cook Year 5  

Sam Hewitson has made brown bread.  This is a difficult recipe to make as you 

have to knead the dough for a while and it’s even more difficult if you use brown 

flour.  Excellent effort Sam.   
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The path to the safe reopening of our schools 

On the evening of Sunday 10 May the Prime Minister announced the government’s plans to re-open schools for 

some year groups after the May half-term break. This means that if the infection rate of Covid-19 remains on a 

downwards slope then all schools across the country will open for children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 6 children on Monday 1 June 2020. At the same point students in Years 10 and 12 who are studying for 

their GCSE, A Level and BTEC qualifications will be given some time in school to have face-to-face time with 

subject teachers. The ambition from the government is that before the end of the Summer Term other year 

groups may be able to return. 

Since Friday 20 March our schools have been very different, only remaining open for the children of critical 

key workers unable to leave their children when they attended work, children with allocated social workers 

and children with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs). The majority of children have been able to 

complete work at home set by teachers, but they have missed out on the enormous social, emotional and 

educational benefits of normal school life. We believe children belong in schools and we are very much looking 

forward to welcoming children back to school when it is safe to do so. At this stage we are planning for this to 

be 1 June 2020 as per the government’s guidelines. 

At Penk Valley Academy Trust, all of our schools are working towards a common goal – to ensure our schools 

continue to be ‘Covid-19 safe’. This means safe for parents, safe for teaching staff, safe for office staff and, safe 

for children. The government has issued lots of good clear guidance that we are following to the letter. They 

have given us an implementation plan – a checklist to ensure no stone is left unturned – and we are 

incorporating this into our own individual school risk assessments to ensure each and every school and 

classroom meets the requirements and is as safe as it can possibly be. Our school offices are being tested 

against the government’s workplace guidance and we are ensuring that our support staff - our cleaners, our 

catering staff, our lunchtime supervisors, our minibus drivers and our site supervisors – are given the 

equipment, the training and the safe workspaces they need to carry out their vital roles. The bottom line of our 

risk assessments is if it is not safe, we won’t do it. 

On 1 June we will take the next step on the road to recovery together. We will play our part in getting things 

back to normal with sensible, planned out steps and the right precautions in place. As a trust we are strong 

together, drawing on the expertise of all of our school leaders, enabling us to have a clear path to ensuring our 

schools can welcome children back only when it is safe. 

To help you understand more about how our schools will re-open and what measures we are taking, we are 

putting together a list of frequently asked questions. This list, available on the Penk Valley Academy Trust 

website www.penkvalley.co.uk, will be added to as and when we know more. We promise to keep you 

informed along the way, following the guidance from the government at all times.  

As ever, we will continue to be stronger together. 

Practical next steps forward for PMS, for Y6 initially: 

I am currently working on a risk assessment and plan to enable to get Y6 students and teaching/support staff 

back in, using more of a primary model (just for the current situation), where children will work in small 

classes of up to 15 students with one to two staff, in one classroom with their own desk and chair. Each little 

class will be known as a Pod and will remain separate in terms of contact to other Pods. Some parents have 

already asked about uniform – please don’t buy anything new, as I will be encouraging non-uniform that can be 

laundered daily, that is suitable for students to spend a lot of time outside and doing sports, without the need 

of getting changed. I do want to spend the next few days discussing this with my staff before I put any more 

information out to parents. I know you will have a lot of questions and worries so we will be sending out a 

survey during next week to collect information off you all. Thank you for your patience in this matter; the 

 


