WEEk THREE

Don’t stop until you’re proud

14/09/18

Visible Behaviour at
Penkridge Middle School
A lot of changes have been made to the behaviour procedures at PMS for implementation at the start of the new
school year. They are mainly based on the book ‘When the Adults Change Everything Changes’ by Paul Dix. A
solution-focussed approach is a central theme, stressing clarity of routines, consistency from all staff and
students and certainty in applying praise or sanctions.
We all thrive on building caring and positive
relationships with each other. Our new school
rules are ‘Be ready, respectful and safe.’ All
staff have high expectations and will be actively
seeking students who show the correct
behaviours. Within lessons, our new
Recognition Boards list students who are
putting in maximum effort. Our merits system
has been revamped too and any student going
‘above and beyond’ will receive special
recognition.

At a low level, anyone not putting these rules
into action will be reminded, cautioned then a
last chance before having to take part in a
‘repair conversation’ with the member of staff
in their own time using tried-and-tested scripts.

At a more serious level, sanctions include removal from lessons to work with another class, attend a CARE
session (CAtch up and REpair) after school with a senior teacher, time in the Inclusion Room or a fixed-term
exclusion. The support cards have been reviewed and a number of ‘non-negotiables’ have been explained to the
students such as ‘one voice’, ‘countdown then eyes on me’, routines when entering and leaving lessons and
movement round school. In addition, we have re-introduced an afternoon Class Time to devote time to
supporting students to develop their social skills and positive behaviour towards each other. Also students will
be taking part in Commando Joe activities to help with engagement and cross-curricular initiatives, often
focussing on teamwork.
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Exciting times then! The response from staff and students has been very positive. As the term progresses, we
will have further foci to improve behaviour and look forward to your support in maintaining high standards
and increased learning.

Safe travel to and from school
Over the summer some of the ‘lollypop’ crossing patrol positions in Penkridge have become vacant and
Staffordshire County Council has not been able to fill these vacancies. Some parents have been in touch with us
to enquire about this, so we have been in touch with the local authority to see if there is a possibility for the
patrols that are still in place in the village to be reconfigured to partly replace the missing patrols. Whilst they
are considering our suggestions they did express to us that the council is operating under very strict financial
conditions and they will in due course be evaluating the provision of school crossing patrols more generally.
The council has urged us to encourage all parents and carers to take part in a forthcoming consultation – more
information to follow.
With this in mind, it is more important than ever that in order to keep all children safe on their journey to and
from school we take collective responsibility for their welfare. This means that all children should ensure they
are especially aware of traffic, that all motorists should take extra care around schools and that all parents and
carers only send their children unaccompanied to school if they are completely satisfied that they have
sufficient road safety skills to manage the risks of such a journey.

Over the next few weeks in Class Time we will have a specific focus on road traffic awareness and will continue
to do so throughout the term, especially as the winter draws near and the conditions are darker.

Physical Education information
Please read the information below to see the activities that your child/children will be learning this half term
(Monday 5th September – Thursday 25th October) and the kit that they are required to bring to the lesson.
Boys

Y5 CWK
Swimming
Gymnastics

Lesson 1
Lesson 2

Y5JB/5SJ/5TG
Ball skills/Gym
Gymnastics

Y6
Cricket
Cricket

Y7
Basketball
Basketball

All boys’ PE lessons will require their PE top, black shorts, PE socks and trainers.

Y8
Basketball
Basketball

Girls

Lesson 1
Lesson 2

Y5
Swimming
Netball

Y5JB/5SJ/5TG Y6
Ball
Netball
skills/Netball
Netball
Netball

Y7
Netball
Netball

All girls’ lessons will require their PE top, black shorts, PE socks and trainers.

Y8
Netball
Netball

Year 5 students who are swimming (5CWK) will need their costume/trunks, towel and cap, if required.
Goggles can be worn if necessary (Permission must be obtained for wearing goggles. Letters are available from
the school office).
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Please note that year 5 boys will need football boots after the October half-term for lessons. They will need
them now if they want to attend the extra-curricular club/fixtures.

Students can wear their red top or PE fleece (boys) or black sweater or PE fleece (girls) as the temperature
drops during the autumn term.
Important information regarding extra-curricular clubs:

1.

Students must wear their full PE kit for all clubs including shin pads and boots for football. The
exception is dance club.

3.

Students should eat their lunch directly after the activity and change back into uniform before the end
of lunch, unless they have PE or a fixture in the afternoon, of course.

2.
4.

Students must wait for their teacher before starting their activity.

Get involved and enjoy!

Thank you.

PE department

Reading Cafe returns
Due to popular demand, our fantastic Reading Café will start back
on Friday 28 September, 2.35 - 3.10pm in school. Students in a
particular class (see rota on the next page) will be asked to bring
their current reading book or their favourite reading book to the
‘Café’. A Parent/Carer/Grandparent for that child is invited into
school to enjoy a hot drink and a cake or biscuit and sit and enjoy
listening to them read as well as talk about their book, using
some guided reading questions which we will provide.

The Reading Café is a brilliant opportunity to share time in
school with your child and acts as an excellent tool to promote a
life-long enjoyment of reading. If you are a working parent and
are unable to make it then we will have a number of Y8’s that will
pair up with the students who are on their own. Year 8’s Café
will have a Careers Focus to help them with their learning
pathway planning as they look ahead to life at High School and beyond.

Prior to each session, that class will bring home a letter with further details including a return slip for the
confirmation of attendance. So for now, take a note of the dates for your child's class and we'll put the kettle
on...

Reading Café Rota 2018/19
Date
28 September 2018
05 October 2018
12 October 2018
19 October 2018
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Class
6AP
6CA
6AG
6SE

Date
08 March 2019
15 March 2019
22 March 2019
29 March 2019

Class
8SS
8RC
8JM
8SH

09 November 2018
16 November 2018
23 November 2018
30 November 2018
07 December 2018
18 January 2019
25 January 2019
01 February 2019
08 February 2019

5CWK
5SJ
5TG
5JB
7EN
7JW
7LW
7DM
7KM

05 April 2019
10 May 2019
17 May 2019
24 May 2019
07 June 2019
14 June 2019
21 June 2019
28 June 2019

6CA
6AG
6AP
6SE
5CWK
5SJ
5TG
5JB

New emergency siren
We are having additional siren installed to be used to alert students in the event of emergencies other than fire
or burglary. The siren is very loud so that it can be heard both inside and outside of the building and sounds
like a traditional 1940s air-raid siren. We will be using this siren for test drills over the coming term, so if you
live in the area you may well hear it. We apologies for any disturbance, but as you can understand it is crucial
for us to have systems in place to safeguard our students, staff and visitors.

Dates for your diary...more details to follow
Wednesday 26 September
Thursday 27 September
Friday 28 September
Thursday 4 October, 6.50pm for 7.00pm start
Wednesday 10 October

School Photos
Year 8 Girls HPV Injection
Macmillan Coffee Morning for Y5 Parents
Prospective Student Open Evening
Year 5 Settling in meetings

Thank you for reading our key messages...
Read on for year group specific notices and information about additional opportunities for PMS students that
are provided by partner organisations...
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Year 5 & 6 only – Theatre Trip
RE: David Walliams’ Awful Auntie at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre.

As part of our commitment to promoting English outside of the classroom, our annual theatre trip has been
booked. This year we have selected David Walliams’ Awful Auntie at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre on
Thursday 27th September. This is an excellent opportunity for our pupils to experience a live performance at
the theatre and then study the text in class.

The cost of this visit, including transport to and from the venue, insurance and the ticket price, is £18.50. On the
day, we will leave school at approximately 12:00pm and will return to school at approximately 4:30pm. This
will mean that children will need alternative arrangements with regards to being picked up from school.
As this performance is so early in our school year, our payment deadline, Wednesday 12th September, will be
strictly adhered to. Should we have any spaces left by this date, we will offer the trip to the other year groups
on a first-come first-served basis.

Please note: the children are encouraged to bring a drink and snack with them for the interval and all children
are required to bring a packed lunch, as we will be eating our lunch before we go. Children who are entitled to a
free lunch will have a packed lunch made for them, should this be required.

We would kindly ask that this trip is paid for on Parent Pay. This is currently available for our current Year 5
pupils, and will be available from the start of September for current Year 4 pupils.
We thank you for your continued support once again.
Kind regards,

Mrs A Gutteridge
Head of English
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Year 5 & 6 only – Theatre Trip
David Walliams’ Awful Auntie at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 27th September.
I/ we give permission for our son/ daughter to attend the above theatre trip and understand that arrangements
need to be made for our child(ren) to be collected at 4:30pm from Penkridge Middle School.
Name of child:____________________________________________________________
Year group (from September 2018): __________________________________
Name of parent/carer: _________________________________________________
Signed by parent/ carer:_______________________________________________
Emergency Contact Name: ____________________________________________

Emergency Contact No.: _______________________________________________
Any medical conditions that need to be known for this trip:

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Arrangements for collection at 4:30pm from Penkridge Middle School:
My child:

Can walk home as normal at the later time:

Will be collected from Penkridge Middle School by a parent/ carer

Will be collected from Penkridge Middle School by another agreed adult
(Please provided details:___________________________________________)
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Year 5 only – Design Technology
Dear Parents or Carers,

In Design Technology pupils design and make a number of product outcomes. These include: pods (small item
containers), message pad holders, bags, aprons or cushions.

We are now asking for a one-off voluntary contribution in order to supplement our department budgets. This
means that the department budgets can be invested in facilities and equipment, ensuring your child a high
quality, modern and current experience of Design Technology.

The voluntary contribution is £5.00 per year and will be used to buy new materials and food tasting
experiences (if applicable). Pupils who receive free school meals, or have done within the last six years will be
catered for within school budgets.
Please note that this voluntary contribution does not include all ingredients for Food Technology. The
department will provide some basic ingredients and other items that are only needed in small quantities.

The voluntary contribution of £5 can be paid via your Parentpay account. If you have any queries regarding the
Parentpay process, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Wright in the School Office.

If you are unable to make payments online, please put it in a sealed envelope marked with student’s name, form
and “DT Contribution” to Mrs Wright in the School Office.
As part of the Food and Nutrition course studied by Year 5, pupils will create a number of their own dishes
using recipes chosen which are suitable for the time constraints for a one hour lesson and should suit most
abilities.
•

•

•

•

Pupils will receive an ingredients list for each practical, one week before the lesson, which will detail
the additional, variable ingredients required to complete the dish to suit your own family’s tastes.
Pupils should bring their ingredients to the food room in a NAMED container, first thing in the morning,
when they come into school. Pupils will be instructed to leave their cooked food products in the
classroom or fridge until the end of the day. Pupils should not keep cooked or uncooked items in their
lockers during the day.
In addition, pupils should bring a NAMED bag in which to carry their cooked dish home to avoid it being
pushed into a rucksack or satchel and to avoid it being spoiled on the journey home. Ideally, pupils
should not bring a bike to school on days when they have to transport cooking home.
One last small request is that you talk to and show pupils how to wash up effectively. Pupils will not
have the luxury of using a dishwasher.

Please complete in full and return the attached reply slip by 14th September 2018 to ensure your child can fully
participate in all our Food activities this term. We would be grateful for all contributions to be paid by the 19th
October 2018.
If you have any concerns or require further information about the course, please feel free to contact me at
school.
Yours sincerely

Mrs M De-Loyde – Head of Design Technology
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Year 8 only – Design Technology
Dear Parents

In Design and Technology pupils design and make a number of product outcomes. These include, pods (small
item containers), message pad holders, aprons, bags or cushions.

We would like to ask for a one-off voluntary contribution in order to supplement our department budgets. This
means that the department budgets can be invested in facilities and equipment, ensuring your child a high
quality, modern and current experience of Design Technology.
The voluntary contribution is £5.00 per year and will be used to buy new materials and food tasting
experiences. Pupils who receive free school meals, or have done within the last 6 years will be catered for
within school budgets.

Please note that this voluntary contribution does not include all ingredients for food technology, when
applicable. The department will provide some basic ingredients where required, food items that may not be
kept in all homes, or that are only needed in small quantities. Any additional foodstuffs will need to be provided
and your son/daughter will be informed of this well in advance of food practical lessons.

The voluntary contribution of £5 can be paid via your Parentpay account. If you have any queries regarding the
Parentpay process, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Wright in the school office.

If you are unable to make payments online, please put it in a sealed envelope marked with student’s name, form
and “DT Contribution” to Mrs Wright in the school office.

You will be advised if and when your child will be involved in Food preparation lessons, however in order to
ensure your child’s dietary, medical, religious or ethical needs are catered for throughout the school, we would
ask you to complete the reply slip below and return to it to your child’s class teacher by 14th September 2018.
We would be grateful for all contributions to be paid by the 19th October 2018.
If you have any concerns or require further information about the course, please feel free to contact me at
school.
Yours sincerely

Mrs M De-Loyde – Head of Design Technology
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Year 5 and 8 only – Design Technology
Design Technology permission.

Name: ________________________________________ Class: ______ Year Group: ______
Please circle and give an indication to acknowledge the question.

I give/ do not give permission for my child to take part in tasting food items within Food lessons.
My child has the following food allergies/ intolerances:
Or circle NONE.

My child cannot eat the following foods due to our religion/ culture/ belief:
Or circle NONE.

Signed: _________________________________________ Dated: __________________
We would be grateful for all contributions of £5 to be paid on ParentPay by the 19th October 2018.
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With

reading

being such an important factor in a

child’s learning

and progress, we have organised a Book Fair. Children will have the opportunity to browse and
purchase a new and exciting book during the lunchtimes of the above dates. Please ensure
your child has their money safely secured and clearly named.
In addition, we would like to invite parents and carers in on Wednesday

3rd and

Thursday 4th October 3:30pm- 4:15pm to come and have a look at the books on
offer too.
It is likely that books will run out or we may not have the book that you have spotted. If this
is the case, please let us know as we are able to order directly from The Book People.
Look forward to seeing you there!
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Notices from our partners
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Notices from our partners

PMS Spanish Club - All Years
Thursday after school - will start on13 September 2018
3.30 - 4.30 pm in Room 72

Would you like to join Spanish Club to learn another language for holidays, or pleasure or to get
ready for High School?
The cost is £4.00 per session payable half-termly in advance.
Can you please complete the slip below and send it in to School, if your child wishes to attend.
Regards
Alison Fowler (Mrs)
Spanish Club Tutor
………………………………………………………………………………………
PMS Spanish Club - Thursdays 3.30-4.30

My child would like to attend Spanish Club

Name of pupil: ……………………………………………………………Class: ………

I will send £4 for the first session, then I will pay half-termly. Year 5 and 6 pupils booked on the theatre trip
will not have to pay for that session.
My child will walk home/I will collect my child from school
give permission for my child to try Spanish food (snacks are provided every session)

Signature of person with parental responsibility: ………………………….
Contact Numbers (Landline + Mobile) ……………………………………….
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Notices from our partners
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