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Dear PMS families 

I hope that you have had a good week? I hope that your children managed to have a look at some of the Ocean day 

and Empathy day resources. There was a lot of interesting ideas to think about and reflect upon. The children have 

worked really well in POD school this week.  

Yesterday, I met with the other local Head teachers and PVAT executive team (virtually), to discuss the possibility of 

wider opening of school prior to September. I have further meetings early next week and also wish to consult my 

staff but I aim to have more information out to you all about the remainder of this term, by the end of next week. I 

know it is a very uncertain time for us all so thank you for patience and understanding in this matter.  

As mentioned on Hot Chocolate with the Head teacher, we are expecting some bridging work from both TREA and 

Wolgarston for our Y8 students to have a go at in preparation for their move to high school.  

We will also be asking Y8 to complete on-line GL assessments for Maths, English & Science in the week beginning 

22nd June. This is to see what topics each student is confident in and where there are gaps in learning in order to 

inform planning and teaching ready for next academic year. This is feedback to teachers as part of our Visible 

Learning methodology.  

Other year groups will also be asked to complete some assessments in July to inform us with our further planning of 

lessons and catch up materials.  

Please find enclosed in this week’s l’hebdo my new school vision and our curriculum intent, alongside our 

communication strategy. Mr Meredith and I wrote these documents way before Covid19 struck but we now believe 

in them more than ever.  

My leadership team and teachers are working very hard to refine our curriculum to meet learners needs in this ever-

changing situation. 

We will be using ‘trick box’ mental health resources from September, as part of our recovery curriculum for all of our 

learners. These resources will also be used at both the first schools and the high schools as I managed to get funding 

for all of our schools from the Local Authority prior to lockdown.  

I am currently reading ‘A Curriculum of Hope – as rich in humanity as in knowledge’ by Debra Kidd to ensure that we 

are providing the richest curriculum that we can for all of your very precious children.  

Keep strong – you are all doing an amazing job, especially the key workers; thank you. 

Love and best wishes in these crazy times, Mrs Frost x 

 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS! 12/06/20 “THE GREATEST DANGER TO OUR PLANET IS THE 

BELIEF THAT SOMEONE ELSE WILL SAVE IT” 

- ROBERT SWAN 
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The health and wellbeing of the children at our school is of the highest importance.   
 

 
We aim to provide 
resources for parents 
and carers that they 
can use in the home.   

In school, this week, 
we have been 
celebrating World 
Oceans Day (8th June) 
and to extend that 
theme you may find 
the free resource 
entitled ’Brain Break 
Breathing’ useful.  
When the home-
school day is proving 
a challenge, taking a 
mental rest can then 
improve focus and 
concentration, not 
only for children, but 
adults too! 

 
Darcie Lloyd 5JB  
In May Darcie took part in a lesson on you tube where Rob Biddulph a children’s author and illustrator 
taught her and many others how to draw a whale with the signature lockdown rainbow.  
 
Guinness World Records have confirmed that 45,611 participants joined in to #DrawWithRob on 21st May 
2020 meaning the record was smashed for world's largest ever online art lesson! 
 

 

Darcie will now receive her world record certificate.  
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’  
Sam Hewitson has been awarded a WAGOLL by Mrs Powers for his Ocean Day story. 

 

Wagoll’s from Mrs Swift ….. 

Jayden Watson - excellent effort at home. 
Maddie Watson - working hard at home. 
Sean Price  - super collage using recycled materials. 
Cameron Pope - super effort using the VLE and great independent skills. 
Chace Lymer - working hard at home on all tasks. 
Alfie Haynes - completing a variety of tasks and excellent empathy work. 
Alex Reed - great photographs from Mrs Hallchurch's challenge. 
Erin - using Scratch to create some wonderful animations. 
 

 

 

 

Sam Hewitson  for his Greek Myth work. 

Edward Dickson for Superstar Writer- creating a wonderfully imaginative detective story – Mrs Powers 

 

 
It's a double dose of LbQ WAGOLL’s this week, acknowledging our Learning by Questions superstars so far this half 
term.  
 
 
English Wagolls for LbQ  
Chloe Scarratt, Connie Richards, Tobias Caley, William James, Charlie James, Ethan Rowley, Evie Philips, Charlotte 
Waine, Ben Yerbury, James Platt, Phoebe Harriman, Stella Richards, Ava Barnes, Isla Sheldon-Ward, Alex Walker, 
Leah MCEvoy, Mia Cashmore, Tamsin Flannery, Matthew Smith, Abbie Trumper, Cruz Brown, Lilia Barrett, Jenson 
Richards, Isabelle Munnelly 
 
 
Maths Wagolls for LbQ 
Jake White, Ruby Flannery, Ella Zaarour, Charlie James, James Platt, George Alderidge, Ben Yerbury, Dylan mason, 
Andrew Fellows, Grace Giles, Jack Harris, Amelia Giles, Elfra Frost, Harriet Ball, Kaylie Poon, Jack Roche, Matthew 
Smith, Lilia Barrett, Ellie Slade, Sam Aldridge, Jake Wildman, Mikey Norman, Sophie Shipman, William 
Hindmarsh, Jonathan Wood, Edward Poulsom, Tamsin Flannery 
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                     EMPATHY DAY AND CARERS WEEK                                                                                            

 
 

 
While celebrating Empathy Day and Carers Week this week, we would like to give Betty Ross in 6TG a special 

mention and celebrate the empathy she has demonstrated during lockdown. Since lockdown began, 

she has seen the full extent of her mother's illness and her limitations.  Being a young carer, 

Betty hasgone above and beyond with helping her father look after her mother. Daily, Betty checks on her 

mother's pain levels, reminds her to take her medication as well as offering her mother snacks, drinks, and 

helping with dressing.  Betty also reads to her mother when she is bedbound.  Well done, Betty, for being an 

amazing young carer and demonstrating a fantastic level of empathy.  

     Produced for Empathy Day by Alfie Haynes 

 

 

PMS have taken the decision to cancel the Year 6 trip to Condover Hall, refunds will be issued in due course 

through Parentpay.  Thank you. 
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Oliver Buss class 6TG has been doing some creative work at home related to World Ocean Day. He made an 

underwater sea creature with street artist Midnight. (So did his younger brother Y3) 

                 

 

 

 

 

      

PMS CELEBRATES WORLD OCEANS DAY…………….. 
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Writing Competition 

 

 This is your opportunity to write about your experience. Until midnight on Friday the 17th of July, you can submit a 
piece of writing about what life has been like in lockdown and during the coronavirus. 
This could be a personal experience, a poem, or a creative story. All of you will have had a unique experience that is 
only yours, and only you can capture in words. Follow the link to read about the competition and begin writing. 
Good luck!  
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/ 
 

Generation Lockdown Write – Creative Writing Competition 

GENERATION LOCKDOWN TO WRITE SCROLL TO FIND OUT MORE PUBLISHED BY RAISING FUNDS FOR 

Writing Competition. Life in Lockdown for Young People. This is your opportunity to write about your 

experience. Until midnight on Friday the 17th of July, you can submit a piece of writing about what life has 

been like in lockdown and during the coronavirus. 

generationlockdown.co.uk 

 

 

 

 J.K. Rowling has created a whole new story, The Ickabog, which will 

be published for free online, in instalments, over the next seven weeks, a chapter (or two, or three) at a 

time.  

On top of access to this free book, every day, Rowling be making suggestions for what you might like to 

draw. You can enter the official competition being run by the publishers for the chance to have your 

artwork included in a printed version of the book due out later this year. Rowling will be giving suggestions 

as to what to draw as we go along, but you should let your imagination run wild!  

To read the book, click here : https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story/ 

To find out about the competition, click here : https://www.theickabog.com/competition/ 

Have fun!  

 

 

 

https://generationlockdown.co.uk/
https://generationlockdown.co.uk/
https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story/
https://www.theickabog.com/competition/
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The Summer Reading Challenge is back with Silly Squad! 

                        

We’d like all students to participate in the national summer reading challenge. Just head down to the 

library and join up for free and get reading. You must read 6 books over the summer holidays and if you do, 

not only do get rewards from the library, you also earn 5 merits to begin the new academic year with! 

WOW!  

 

The challenge is all based around the ‘Silly Squad’: all about funny books, happiness and having a laugh! 

This year, the Challenge features extra special characters designed by the award-winning author and 

illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson, who you’ll know from amazing reads like Amelia Fang and Evil Emperor 

Penguin! 

 

Silly Squad officially begins on Friday 5 June 2020  Keep an eye on the website for more news.  

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/chat/messages 

 

 

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/21273099
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/12205051
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/book/12205051
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/chat/messages
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A great effort by all our cooks this week, some really interesting dishes on offer.  It is great seeing how many of you 

are keeping up your skills and preparing healthy dishes to help your families out.  When we return to school, we will 

be talking to those of you who have been sending in your images and updating us on what you have been up to, and 

hopefully at some point, be looking at having an afterschool cooking group.  Year 7’s, you will have the opportunity of 

the Future Chef competition to try out for and Year 8’s I shall be letting Wolgarston staff know what you’ve been up 

to, not only in school, but also in this time when you have been cooking at home.  Keep up the good work chef’s you’re 

all brilliant! 

Year 5  
Ethan Hodgkiss has been preparing for Christmas, yes Christmas, by batch cooking and filling jars of Chutney which 

looked really tasty, a clever idea, I think you’ll agree.  Stuffed tomatoes is another dish I wasn’t expecting to find when 

I opened the photos this week, but it was carefully prepared along with raspberry and apple crumble by Olivia Kelly. A 

brilliant effort to create 2 dishes for your family, Olivia, well done.  Mouse and hedgehog shaped bread rolls, as well 

as Spaghetti Bolognese with lots of lovely vegetables and a chocolate fudge birthday cake for her Uncle and Grandad 

were created this week by Emily Wellsbury.  The cake recipe came from a recipe book at home and Emily followed it 

all by herself and spent lots of time cutting up all the vegetables herself for her Bolognese.  Great independent work 

Emily.  Junior Bake off has inspired Evie Banks to create meringues, eclairs and a loaf of bread all of which are quite 

difficult skills to attempt.  Getting the recipe just right makes all the difference between success and failure with choux 

pastry and meringue, so a brave try Evie.  It all looked very attractive too.   

Year 5 Star Cook 

Erin Price made European inspired dished this week for her family, Greek Lamb Kleftiko with potato wedges and 

dips, and also created a colourful pizza, it all looks very tempting. 

 

 

 

Year 6 

3 ladies from Year 6 tempted their families with sweet treats this week:  Chloe Glover-Smith made marshmellow 

topped cupcakes, Laura Birks prepared Chocolate cornflake cakes from a BBC recipe, and Jennifer Marshall baked a 

banana cake.  All these cakes looked really tempting girls, wish I’d been able to taste them!  Oliver Bastable created a 

2 course banquet for his family, with handmade meatballs, homemade tomato sauce and spaghetti for starters and 

chocolate brownie and ice cream for dessert.  A great effort Oliver well done.     
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Year 6 Star Cook 

Edward Thompson went ultra-healthy this week with a Chickpea salad with 

pitta croutons and it looked very refreshing and tasty. 

 

 

 

Year 7 
Year 7 Star Cook 

Just 1 entry this week, so 1 winner.  Millie Williams made bread and mozzarella this week and very moreish it looks 

too.  Bread making is a difficult skill and cheese making even more so, brilliant work Millie.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 
We haven’t had many entries from our Year 8s over the whole competition and this week we had entries from two 

chefs who have been cooking regularly and send in photos most weeks.  James Hodgkiss has prepared a very tangy 

looking Chicken and red pepper enchiladas dish, and baking it in the oven.  Well done James, wished I’d been able to 

taste it.   

 

Year 8 Star Cook 

3 dishes were cooked by our Year 8 Star cook this week for his family.  John Glover-Smith baked small cakes as well 

as a large chocolate cake with a chocolate topping.  He also produced a pizza with pepperoni topping.  

Congratulations John.    
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Our Vision for the PMS Family 

Our vision for the PMS Family is that there is a strong culture of learning for all, in which we are all engaged in the 

local, national and global landscape, each making our contribution through thoughtful, small steps on a daily basis.  

Everyone is confident and articulate, both orally and through writing. Everyone has an appreciation of the 

importance of reading and mathematics, which feeds into our love of learning; additionally, we all show character, 

tolerance and an understanding of others in the PMS family, as well as all other citizens around us – both near and 

far.  

We are aware and active regarding how we can contribute to the global goals as well as demonstrate the British 

Values. As lifelong learners, we are aware of how to stay healthy- both physically and mentally. We are resilient to 

cope with the challenges of the ever changing world that we live in, and in preparation for the world of work. 

Diversity and inclusion are both promoted and celebrated by everyone here, alongside a strong ethos of 

safeguarding, not only for the children but also for the whole school community. 

Our learning approach is shaped by the philosophy of John Hatties’ Visible Learning and our approach to dealing with 

behaviour aims to be consistent and restorative, based on the work of Paul Dix. Our ‘Curriculum Intent’ encapsulates 

what we aim to achieve through a clear curriculum map, well sequenced lessons, assemblies, extra- curricular clubs 

and activities. 

Our vision is that both children and staff are happy and enthused about learning here at PMS, and consequently 

great learning takes place.  
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Penkridge Middle School Curriculum Intent 

At Penkridge Middle School we aim to prepare our students to become global citizens who are curious and 

passionate about the world around them, on a local, national and global scale. Through engaging with the United 

Nations Global Goals and British Values, our broad curriculum presents big ideas and has high aspirations for all. Our 

curriculum is designed to provide challenge and purpose in all subject areas, with wider skills, such as interpersonal 

skills, confidence, socialisation, language development, resilience, a healthy lifestyle (both physical and mental) and 

relevant knowledge and skills for careers built into learning.  Through our curriculum we will offer cultural capital to 

our students, giving them an understanding of the world around them. 

As a member of the Penk Valley Academy Trust we support Visible Learning, an evidence based pedagogical 

approach to teaching and learning. We are a Level 2 Visible Learning accredited school, celebrating our commitment 

to the pedagogy since 2016. The approach involves teachers seeing learning through the eyes of students; and 

students seeing themselves as their own teachers. All students, in all lessons, at Penkridge Middle School will be 

supported and driven by the Visible Learning approach to create resilient, lifelong learners, who are capable of self-

led learning and are prepared for the next stage of their education. 

We see reading, maths and oracy skills as essential life skills. We are building a curriculum that promotes skilled 

reading and a love of reading as these are core to the intent of the school. We are targeting the use rich texts across 

the curriculum and for reading skills to be developed in all lessons.  Our goal is that students are supported to 

become proficient learners and encouraged to read for pleasure, including during our Drop Everything and Read 

sessions, where the whole school (adults included) stop and read a book of their choice. We aim to encourage a high 

standard of mathematical understanding, making links across the curriculum, as well as to the wider community. 

Oracy is developed through workshops with Talk the Talk, classroom discussion, intelligent questioning and planned 

presentations. Through this our students are able to discuss and articulate confidently both in the classroom and 

beyond, develop problem solving and teamwork skills and can convey their thoughts and reasoning to others 

effectively, not only verbally, but also in writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


