Yesterday, we had a fantastic day with Y4 coming into school for their induction day. We are looking forward to
them joining us in September. We wish our Y8 all the best as they move to Wolgarston or their new school.

In Monday 15th July other year groups will spend some time with their new class teacher during the afternoon,
where possible.
On Tuesday 16th July, Y8 have their Leavers Evening, to celebrate their time at PMS.
On Thursday 18th July, Y8 have their Careers Day with an independent careers adviser. As discussed with them
in assembly, they can come dressed in their career dress of their choice if they pay £1. The money will
contribute to paying for the independent career advice. There will be prizes for the best outfits. Outfits may be
as simple as wearing a different tie/ scarf or as complicated as they wish!
Other year groups will have an activity day, based around the theme of ‘Character’. They can come in nonuniform if they bring £1, which will go into school funds. Please note that they will be taking part in some
Commando Joe physical activities so please ensure that clothes and shoes are suitable for that activity. They
will be outside for part of the day so please ensure they have a coat/ sunscreen weather dependant, as well as
their water bottles.
Please note that we finish at 1pm on Friday 19th July and that is the last day of term for children.
We have two INSET days at the start of next term so children return to school on Wednesday 4th September.
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Thank you to all parents and carers who made our recent visit to Coventry Cathedral possible. I would like to
congratulate year 8 on their fantastic conduct whilst during the visit and the quality of their follow-up work
since returning to school. Coventry Cathedral is known all over the world as an international centre for
reconciliation. Our visit offered students a unique opportunity to hear about the journey Coventry has taken
from a place of conflict to one of peace, as well as being able to see other examples of artwork which shows the
process of reconciliation. As always, Year 8 were a real credit to themselves and the school. We have once again
been delighted with the wonderful work produced since returning and recognise the hours of hard work that
have been committed to this valuable project. Well done Year 8!
Mr Cole

There will be a cake sale outside the DT room on Monday 15th July at Break time.
Please bring in donations to support the vital work of Prostate Cancer, a charity Mrs McVittie is supporting
currently.
The cakes are being made by Year 8 pupils in their DT lesson.

’
Year 8 Monday DT group will be using their last DT lesson Monday 15th July to bake cakes and cookies. School
will have some basics such as flour, margarine, sugar and ready roll icing.
Your son or daughter will be welcome to use the school ingredients or bring in their own. If your son or
daughter has a recipe they want to use, then they will need to ensure that they have the right quantities for this
and that it can be cooked in time.
Pupils will then be selling some of their cakes at break time to raise money for Prostate Cancer (a charity Mrs
McVittie is currently supporting).

A basic cupcake recipe for 12 cupcakes requires: 2 eggs, 110g Butter or marg, 110g Self-Raising
Flour, 110g sugar
If butter cream is to be added then 150g butter, 300g Icing sugar, 1 tsp Vanilla extract, 3 tbsp
milk and food colouring.
A basic biscuit recipe requires 175g Flour, 110g marg or butter, 55g sugar.

Any queries please contact Mrs McVittie, thank you for your support.
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A huge thank you to all the Year 7 students who submitted applications to participate in the visit to France in
2020. Mrs Tyler and I were overwhelmed by the number and quality of applications – 80 in total.
As we made very clear in our initial letter, places on the visit are limited, therefore we do have to have a
selection process. We firmly believe that the fairest way to select participants is to ask the students to apply for
their place on the visit. Completing an application form is an important skill in preparation for later life (in a
similar way to the P.E. Department requiring students to complete applications for the Year 8 House Captain
positions). This is a much fairer way than first come first served (given that parents/carers are paid at different
dates in the month) or drawing names randomly out of a hat.
As explained at the outset, allocation of places was based on students’ application form, attitude to their
language learning in school (not attainment levels) and their behaviour – both in and outside lessons.
Inevitably, any selection process means that some students will be disappointed not to be offered a place. This
year, because we had to reduce the numbers from 80 applications to around 50 places, this has meant that
around 30 students have been disappointed and that is, of course, regrettable. Those 30 students will be on a
reserve list and their applications will be looked at again, if any places become available due to students
withdrawing from the visit.
Having said that it is regrettable, unfortunately the only way to avoid some students being disappointed is to
not organise the visit in the first place. I am sure that we would all agree that it would be a shame not to offer
such opportunities at Penkridge Middle School.
We thank you for your understanding and support in this matter.

Mme Wilson
Head of MFL
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’
It’s back – the Summer Reading challenge – and it’s bigger than ever!
Inspired by the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing, The Summer Reading Challenge 2019 theme is
Space Chase, an out-of-this-world adventure.
How it works
Children read six or more books of their choice: fiction, non-fiction, joke books, picture books; any books they
like as long as they are borrowed from the library. They talk about them in the library with a member of staff or
young volunteer and receive rewards along the way and a medal and/or certificate when they complete the
Challenge.
Children taking part in the Challenge will join a super space family, The Rockets, for a thrilling mission to track
down books nabbed by mischievous aliens!
Space Chase will feature bespoke artwork from top children’s illustrator, Adam Stower, and will celebrate
adventure, exploration, reading and fun!
As an extra incentive this year, we will be rewarding all participating students with 5 merits at the beginning of
term. All they must do is bring in their medals or certificates as proof that they have completed the challenge.
So, get down to the library and get reading!
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

Year 8 can get involved too!
The ‘Reading Hack’ incentive offers Year 8 students the opportunity to volunteer in the library as part of the
Summer reading challenge and gain valuable work experience ready for High School. You will be given
opportunities to run activities, organise events and help develop reading with young children. These
volunteering hours can contribute towards Duke of Edinburgh, Arts awards and other accreditations.
Contact the County Centre on 0300 111 8000 or pop into the library and have a chat.
https://readinghack.org.uk/blog/help-children-read-by-volunteering-with-the-summer-reading-challenge
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–
As our Year 8s are approaching their final week at Penkridge Middle School we would kindly ask if there are
any parents/carers who would like to donate their son/daughter’s PE tops and/or shorts and/or trainers to
our spares collection. It would be greatly appreciated. If you are happy to donate, then could we ask for it to be
brought in with your child no earlier than Wednesday, as their last PE lesson will be Tuesday. Do not worry
about washing the items as we can do this.
Thank you.
Mr Sutton

Please could students return all library books to the library and any reading scheme book to the Book Scheme
cupboard. Also, all Year 5 and 6 students will be asked to hand in their Author's Journals next week to allow
transfer to their new classes.
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Our children were born into a society rich in technology which offers them a world of opportunity but doesn’t
come without its drawbacks.
As parents, we are sure you can all recall times when you have repeated your child’s name over and over and
because they are using a device, their ears have stopped functioning! Or perhaps at the 17th time of asking your
child to get up in the morning, you too have wondered what time they stopped playing their favourite online
game the night before.
You don’t need to look far to find new stories about some of the negative consequences of the internet so, as a
group of schools, The Wolgarston Collaboration are working together to ensure that our children approach
their online activity in a way that keeps them healthy in body and mind.
We recently completed a ‘hand up’ survey in all of the schools across the collaboration and this is what we
discovered:











Most children in KS1 have daily access to the internet either via a phone, tablet or computer.
The majority of Middle School pupils asked used mobile phones regularly.
Most pupils surveyed said they spend between 2 and 4 hours per day on the internet
Around half of the pupils we asked said they had restricted us of the internet
Most children have a switch off time each night
More than half of pupils get to keep their devices in their room over night
Less than half of pupils feel pressured by peers to have a mobile device
Most pupils say that they understand the dangers of not using the internet correctly
A large number of First School pupils are using Snapchat
Despite the ‘13’ age restriction, there are pupils in the First Schools who have a Facebook account.
There are many pupils at Middle School that have Facebook, Instagram or similar despite being under
13.
Over the coming months, we will be working together to look at ways in which we can support our children and
families in getting the balance right.
Watch this space!
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Class
5CWK
5SJ
5JB
5TG
6CA
6LK
6AP
6AG
7LS
7LW
7JW
7KM
7CM
8SH
8SS
8RC
8JM

Star Student
Evan Smith
Will Platt
Charlie Milner
Luka Marinkovic
Kieran Sanders-Cook
Amelia Giles
Dylan Mason
Charlie James
Grace Capewell
John Glover-Smith
Faith Clay
Will Hindmarsh
Jake White
Morgan Evans Stanley
Thomas Dillon
Owen Evans

This week, these students were ‘what a good one looks like’:

















Aaron Heath
Hannah Dennis
Alex Ballance
Lucy Wright
Ava Howard
Maple Norman
Finn Gamston
Grace Giles
Freddie Melbourn
James Archer
Ella Holmes
Cameron Gough
Sophie Hill
Hannah Prosser
Matthew Wenlock-Evans
Lily Pace
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Phillipa Brown
Luis Sturgess
Callum Booth
Billy Richards
Amber Wicks
Lily Hasall
Frances Lyons
Heather Richardson
Olivia Wenlock-Evans
Beau Greatbatch
Georgia Starr
Fae Pemberton
Maddison Russon
Angus Thorp
Thomas McAleenan

This week our fantastic star writers were:


Olivia Cochrane



Dan Brevitt

Betty Ross achieved her black stripe belt in Taekwondo and her next belt is her black belt.
Well done Betty!

Tuesday 16th July
Friday 19th July

Monday 22nd – Friday 26th July
Monday 29th July - Friday 2nd August
Monday 2nd – Tuesday 3rd September

Wednesday 4th September

Y8 Leavers’ Evening
Last day of the school year – finish at 1pm
#SORTED is available after hours if needed. Please
ask in school or email
sorted@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk for more
information.
#SORTED Summer Holiday Club
INSET days – schools closed for pupils except those
attending #SORTED - email
sorted@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk for more
information.
All students back to school – 8.45am start for
everyone.

This summer, children living in Penkridge are entitled to half price activities at Penkridge Leisure Centre
thanks to funding from Penkridge Parish Council.
Penkridge Leisure Centre are providing Active Camps during the summer school holiday for children aged 4-14.
For details visit https://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/leisure/school-holiday-camps-4.cfm
Additionally, children can access discounted weekly leisure passes, which are on offer as part of The Space
Scheme. To find out more visit www.sstaffs.gov.uk/space
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