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17th June 2020 
 
Dear PMS Families 
 
RE: the wider opening of PMS to other young people and transition opportunities. ‘PMS Festival of Hope’ 
 
I hope that you are all safe and well at this very difficult time? We are currently creating history on a day by day basis 
which can feel quite surreal at times.   
 
As you know PMS has stayed open throughout the whole period including school and bank holidays for Key Worker 
and Vulnerable children. We also opened up as PMS ‘Pod school’ inviting Y6 to have extra Pods on the 1st June in 
addition to our two Key Worker Pods. This has gone extremely well and it has been lovely to see the children and staff 
so happy, socialising (safely) and learning.  
 
However, sadly the vast majority of our youngsters are stuck at home. Some will undoubtedly be doing loads of work 
quite happily but many others (and their families) will be starting to really feel the strain and the stress with the 
uncertainty that we as a nation, are possibly feeling right now. Although, on a positive note I am very happy to hear the 
news of successful trials and the reversed decision regarding free school meals; It is great to have some good news at 
last. 
  
Our students at our middle school are particularly vulnerable to suffering through this lockdown as there is now some 
medical evidence to suggest that this time is negatively affecting the brain development of adolescents, which includes 
children from age 10 upwards. Therefore, we need to get more of our young people in but in a very SAFE and 
manageable way for all of us in our PMS Family.  
 
Therefore, from week beginning Monday 29th June we will be inviting other year groups to outdoor lessons on 
different afternoons of the week, on our amazing school field. This is to be launched as ‘PMS Festival of Hope’. Our Y6 
and Key worker groups will continue to learn inside for two weeks and then just Key worker/ vulnerable in the last 
week of term.  
 
In order to facilitate the wider opening to all year groups and run a successful transition for ALL year groups 
including Y4 we will be closing PMS ‘Pod School to Y6 on Friday 10th July (one week earlier than normal). However, 
they will be able to come back on the Monday afternoon see below – hopefully with some other Y6’s that haven’t 
been in (socially distanced in different spaces on the field) to all enjoy the transition afternoon together.   
 
More details will follow next week but I thought this would help you all with your planning and hopefully reassure and 
excite your child about their return to middle school; and also give you some much needed breathing space.  
 
On Wednesday 1st July: Our existing Y5 (Y6 September) will be invited onto the school field 1pm-3pm for our PMS 
Festival of Hope. They will work in small groups of 15 or smaller across the school field. This will be the same for 
Wednesday 8th and 15th July. Led by staff from the front using a PA system.  
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On Thursday 2nd July: Existing Y7 (Y8 September) will be invited onto the school field 1pm-3pm for our PMS Festival of 
Hope. They will work in small groups of 15 or smaller across the school field. This will be the same for Thursday 9th and 
16th July. Led by staff from the front using a PA system. 
 
On Friday 3rd July: Existing Y8 will be invited onto the school field 1pm-3pm for our PMS Festival of Hope. They will 
work in small groups of 15 or smaller across the school field. This will be the same for Friday 10th July. Led by staff from 
the front using a PA system. On the final day of their school days at PMS (Friday 17th July) Y8 are invited in 10am – 
midday for safe shirt signing, photo taking and good byes to PMS.  Again more details to follow next week. There will 
also be a special evening event (Silent Disco) for Y8 at the PMS Festival of Hope which I will inform you about on Friday 
in L’hebdo.  
 
On Monday 13th July there will be a chance for all Y6 to come together (next year’s Y7) to experience the PMS Festival 
of Hope from 1pm-3pm. Again split into groups.  School exiting pod groups will be the same with new pods for home-
schoolers. All will be able to see each other and talk socially distanced from their areas of the field.  
 
Temperatures will be taken on arrival by Leadership staff wearing PPE and there will be a set of portable toilets with an 
on-site cleaner. Full details will be sent out next week but please note the dress code is festival wear. We will ensure 
arrival and departure is safe and social distanced.  
 
To help us with our planning we ask you to complete the attached on-line survey https://bit.ly/2AL4N4H by 9am on 
Monday 22nd June to indicate whether you/ your child wish to attend. We are sorry but we will not be accepting any 
change of plans after that date due to the intense planning.  
 
Key worker and vulnerable children already in school will be able to join in the festival fun with their own year groups 
but in a different Pod. However – just for fun Pods groups will now be named as Bands (as in music bands) once the 
festival commences.  
 
6 week holiday provision 
For those of you worrying about provision over the 6 weeks these are my plans. For the first two weeks of the holidays, 
weeks beginning 20th and 27th July school will be shut to staff and students including key workers. This is so we can 
rest, clean and prepare for next year. 
 
For the middle 2 weeks, week beginning 3rd and 10th August #sorted will be available as a paid holiday club (obviously 
following guidelines). We will open booking soon.  
 
For the last two weeks we are trying to get a paid external clubs such as sports or drama/art but we cannot confirm 
this as yet as they are all waiting for government announcements.  
 
I look forward to seeing hopefully most/ if not all of your children at the PMS Festival of Hope. However, I will fully 
support all families that choose to keep their children at home so please don’t feel that you have to explain your 
decision to us.  
 
Best wishes to you all – further details will be in L’hebdo.  
 
 
Take care  
Natalie Frost x 
  
 


