Week 1

You are capable of amazing things.
8th June 2018

Dates for your diary
11th June
13th June
21st June
26th June
3rd July
12th July

Year 8 GL Test.
Year 8 Girls’ HPV.
Sports Day - Thursday (Friday 22nd – Reserve).
Year 8 Parents’ meeting at WHS - 6.00pm.
Writing Café 3.45- 5.00pm.
Year 8 Induction Day at WHS.

Star Student of the Week
Week Beginning 21st May 2018

Year 5
Joseph Harvey
Ewen Slater
Tom Scriven
Mia Capewell

Year 6
5JB
5LM
5CWK
5SJ

Year 7
Riven Winsper
Hannah Prosser
Olivia Whittle
Harrison Smallman

7LW
7EN
7JW
7KM

George Flint
6SB
Lea Blount
6AP
Harry Boulton
6LK
Zion Nrialike
6CA
Frazer Smith
6PM
Year 8
Lucy Richardson
8SH
Emily Smith
8SS
Madddie Brassington 8RC
Zainib Shah
8BH

Student achievements
Tom Wright, Jake Howard and Will Mackrory will be holding a raffle in school at break and lunch, outside
the DT room next week. Tickets start at 20p up to £1. Funds are being raised by Penkridge Air Cadets in
order to purchase a Flight Simulator.

Superstar Writers
Y5 (starting from next week) & Y6
To reward and motivate the children, we now have weekly ‘SUPERSTAR WRITERS’ in Year 5 & 6. Each
week, the English teachers will select a writer that has particularly shone and really tried hard to follow
the success criteria, and therefore writes effectively for their audience and purpose. Their work will be
displayed in the main corridor and the children get to choose either a free slushie or an early lunch pass
for themselves and a friend.
Year 6 will also have a special Writing Café on 3rd July (see letter below for details)

Well done to our very first ‘superstar writers!’
Mrs Bennett’s English Set– Andrew Hill
Ms Power’s English Set– Chloe Heathcote
Mrs Ashelford’s English Set– Izzy Bramwell
Mrs Evan’s English Set- Haydn Goring
Mrs Baker’s English Set- Ellis Millard
Mr Mobberley’s English- Ethan Turner

SEN Students
Updated SEN support plans will be emailed to parents over the next week.

Reading/Careers Café
We are thrilled how successful the Reading/Careers Café has been. Thank you to parents/relatives that
have taken the time to come in with their child’s class. To ease traffic congestion on the car park when
we finish the café, we are letting the children in the café leave at approximately 3.20pm with their adult
if they wish to take them. We will of course keep the other students until 3.30pm. You will receive a
letter the week prior to your child’s Reading/Careers Café.

Reading/Careers Café Rota
5CWK 15th June
5SJ 22nd June

5JB 29th June
5LM 13th July

Phone Issues
On Wednesday 6 June we had some phone problems which have now been resolved. We know it is
frustrating if you are unable to get hold your child’s school by phone, especially if you are ringing to
report an urgent matter such as an absence. As soon as we were aware of the issue we contacted our
phone provider who came out to our site and fixed the problem that morning. Nevertheless, we want to
apologise for any inconvenience caused.
Please note that if at any point you are unable to get us by phone there are other ways of getting crucial
messages through. The best is via email. The office@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk email account is always
monitored and provides a quick way of getting in touch.
Additionally, we have now set up a system where all calls will be diverted to Wolgarston High School in
the event of a school’s phone system going down. Parents will just need to dial their normal school
number, but it will be answered at Wolgarston and the messages will be relayed to the individual school.

Year 6 only

Dear Parents/ Carers

As a way of celebrating the writing SATs that your children are currently in full-flow of completing, we
would like to invite you to a Writing Café on the 3rd July 3:45pm to 5:00pm. We would love for you to
drop-in with your child; have a cup of tea and piece of cake; and read through all the fabulous writing
that your child has been doing during the latter part of this year.

Please let us know if you can make it so that we can ensure we have enough refreshments.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on the 3rd July.

Best wishes,
Mrs Bennett
(Head of English)

Name of child: ___________________________________________________Class: ___________

We will/ will not be attending the Writing Café on the 3rd July.
No. of adults attending: ____________________

Signed: _____________________________________________

Year 7 only
Visit to Stafford Bowling
On Wednesday 11th July, we will be taking Year 7 students to Stafford Bowling as a reward for their hard
work throughout the year. Students will need to arrive at school as normal, we will be leaving school at
11.00 and returning to school by the end of the school day. The cost of this trip will be £14.50 and this
includes travel, two games of bowling and lunch. School uniform is not required but pupils should be
suitably and sensibly dressed.
Children will be informed that if they do not show a positive attitude in lessons and around school during
this term, then they will not be allowed to go on the trip. The school’s decision on this will be final and
no discussion will be entered into.

Please return the meal choice and make payment for the visit via Parent Pay by Monday 11th June
2018 if your child is attending the trip.
Mr D Hodson
Key Stage 3 Leader
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Stafford Bowling – Wednesday 11th July 2018
Name………………………………………………………… Class…………….
Meal choice – please tick


Beef burger



Cheese burger



Chicken bites



Veggie fingers

All served with chips.
I give permission for my child to go to Stafford Bowling on Wednesday 11th July 2018.
Signed……………………………………………………. Parent/Carer

Year 8 only
Visit to Alton Towers
On Friday 13th July, we will be taking Year 8 students to Alton Towers as a reward for their hard work
throughout the year. Students will need to arrive at school as normal but will return to school at
approximately 6.00 pm (depending on traffic). The cost of this trip will be £25.50. All students should
bring with them a packed lunch and a drink or, if they prefer, they can purchase food on site (though
food prices tend to be high). School uniform is not required but pupils should be suitably and sensibly
dressed and be mindful of the weather conditions.
Your child should bring with them a high factor sun cream and a hat, in line with our school policy
relating to care in the sun.
On this occasion, students can also bring their mobile ‘phone with them to contact each other in the
theme park and for us to contact them, if necessary. If they do bring their ‘phone, we will ask for their
number just for use on that day for safeguarding purposes. Numbers will be shredded afterwards.
Please note, though, that school cannot be responsible for loss or damage to ‘phones which are brought
along on the day. It is the responsibility of individual children to take care of their ‘phone and other
belongings.
Staff will be available to the students during the day either by phone or at the designated meeting point.
The pupils are reminded they must follow all safety guidance for each ride and their movement around
the site.
Children will be informed that if they do not show a positive attitude in lessons and around school during
this term, then they will not be allowed to go on the trip. The school’s decision on this will be final and
no discussion will be entered into.
Please make payment for the visit via Parent Pay by Friday 8th June 2018 if your child is attending the
trip.
Please also let us know if your child has a current Merlin pass prior to making any payment. Payment
will be for coach only £8.95.
Please also note that we will not be able to buy tickets for students who have not paid by this date and
they will, therefore, not be able to go on the trip.
Mr D Hodson
Key Stage 3 Leader
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Alton Towers – Friday 13th July 2018
Name………………………………………………………… Class…………….
I give permission for my child to go to Alton Towers on Friday 13th July 2018.
I understand that school cannot be responsible for damage/loss to mobile phones and that my child is
responsible for their possessions on the day.
Signed……………………………………………………. Parent/Carer

Sports Day

This is a reminder to all parents/carers that Sports Day will be on Thursday 21st June, starting at
approximately 9:20am and finishing at approximately 12:30pm. Parent spectators are welcome in the
morning of the Thursday and we do ask that you kindly stay in the parent area for the whole time the
event is on. Parents/carers are reminded that photos or video footage can be taken at this event, but
must not be put onto social media. Your cooperation with this matter would be greatly appreciated. In
the event of postponement, we will use a display board at the bottom of the drive to provide such
details as well as sending out a text message to those parents who have sent in their reply slips. If you
have not yet done so, then please complete the one below and send it in to the school office no later
than Friday 15th June. Thank you.
We aim to open the kitchen for parents all morning. Please also specify if you will be using the facility to
buy hot drinks and/or food.

We look forward to seeing you on Thursday 21st June.

-----------Please tear off slip and return to the school office------------------------------------------------------------Sports Day
How many of you will be spectating? ______
How many of you will be purchasing drinks/food from our canteen? ______

My son/daughter’s name is ________________________ Class _________
Signed _____________________

Healthy eating
Students from Penkridge Middle School learned about healthy eating and were able to pass this onto
local residents following a project in association with the Premier Foodstore in the village.
During lessons, the children in Mr Mobberley’s Year 6 class learned about the Eatwell Plate, foodgroups
and the need for a balanced diet. They then designed and made their own meals that contained these
groups.
Following some discussion with the proprietors of the Premier Convenience Store in Penkridge, which
was undergoing a major refurbishment, it was decided that the work being done could be combined with
the grand opening on Saturday 2nd June. In class the children used their art and persuasive writing skills
to design advertisements for the shop which contained some great features. On the day of the opening,
which saw the shop completely transformed, two members of the class ( Ethan Turner and Cameron
Tarplee) were invited along to be part of the opening ceremony along with other guests and then run a
healthy market stall outside. On a busy Saturday morning with shoppers on their way to and from the
market and elsewhere, the boys gave away free fruit, passed on the healthy eating message and shared
their work. Their endeavours also encouraged many visitors to the new shop. The boys did a great job
and were praised by Premier Manager Sandy for their enthusiasm and maturity. A future Del Boy and
Rodney in the making.

Charity Football

A group of students from Penkridge Middle School and Cannock Chase High School enjoyed a day of
football at Great Barr courtesy of the Whistle Foundation as part of a special day organised in memory of
former referee Richard Eades and the Smile for Joel Charity.

The day began with a friendly football match with the Penkridge and Cannock boys taking on established
club Black Country Cobras. This proved to be an excellent game resulting in a 4-3 win thanks to a hat trick
from captain Rafe Whitehouse and a fourth from Liam Tuck.

After some time to enjoy the numerous activities on offer in the gorgeous sunshine and meet Wolves
mascots Wolfie and Wendy the time came for the boys to take on their role as ball boys for the game.
The match was played between two teams made up of referees and refereed itself by former
professional World Cup official Alan Wiley (famous for once showing Wayne Rooney a red card). Whilst
most of the boys have been ball boys at Walsall FC before, this was played in a much more intimate
environment with far more action for the lads.

Everyone enjoyed the experience at a day which was for an excellent cause and played in great spirit.
Despite all of the players being referees this did not prevent the man in the middle showing a red card to
leave one of the teams with 10 men and resulting in a 2-1 win for the red team.
Thanks to Gregg Rolason from The Whistle Foundation and Suzi Evans, mum of Joel, for allowing us to
take part.

