Week 2

The expert in anything was once a beginner
8th December 2017

Dates for your diary
13th December
15th December
15th December
18th December
19th December

Year 5 & 6 Theatre visit
Parents’ Christmas Assembly
Students’ Christmas Dinner
Christmas Concert 7.00pm (see attached letter)
Christmas Jumper Day. School finishes 1.00pm

Star Student of the Week
Week Beginning 27th November 2017

Year 5

Year 6

Ben Small
Tye Greatbatch
Isla Sheldon-Ward
Jasmine Batley

5JB
5LM
5CWK
5SJ

Year 7
Chloe Lester
Douglas Hughes
Olivia Whittle
Maddison Kellner

7LW
7EN
7JW
7KM

Jack Price
Martha Felton
Ewan Newman
Ellie Shore
Ethan Turner
Year 8
Connor Cashmore
Mia Hughes
Matthew Hodgkins
Megan Ruse

6SB
6AP
6LK
6CA
6PM
8SH
8SS
8RC
8BH

Thank you to Staff, Students, Parents’ Forum and Families for supporting the Advent Fayre yesterday. I was sad to have
missed it as I have attended this event every year for 14 years. The reason that I was absent was because I was amongst
a small number of Headteachers that were invited down to the Department for Education (DfE) in London to represent
the National Middle Schools’ Forum. This was a meeting in which we were discussing how Middle Schools will be
measured in terms of exam performance in the future. It was an important opportunity to contribute to national policy.
Mrs Frost

Dark Nights
Now the nights are getting darker please can we ask all parents to ensure that children are very clear about their after
school arrangements? We suggest that all bike riders ensure that they are wearing helmets and have lights on their
bikes. We suggest where possible that children walking, walk in pairs or small groups.

Snow Closure procedure
It is very rare that we close the school due to snow but if we do need to close we will send out a text message, post the
information on our school Facebook and Twitter and put the information on our school website. If any children arrive at
school, we will of course keep them and contact parents to arrange for them to safely return home.
If we did need to close during the school during the school day, then we ask you to follow the following procedure.
Again, we would send out a text and inform parents as above. We would of course keep children until parents were able
to collect them.

Full Closure During the School Day











All parents are to enter school through the main reception
Parents of Y5 report to the Y5 base, giving the name of their child to staff on the Y5 collection point. Please wait
for your child to be signed out at the desk and then leave the building via the Y6 cloakroom door to head round
the right side of the building towards the car park.
Parents of Y6 report to the Y6 base, giving the name of their child to staff on the Y6 collection point. Please wait
for your child to be signed out at the desk and then leave the building via the Y6 cloakroom door to head round
the right side of the building towards the car park.
Parents of Y7 and Y8 are to report to the main hall, giving the name of their child to staff on the Y7/8 collection
point. Please wait for your child to be signed out as you collect them from the desk and then leave the building
via the Y7 cloakroom door, turning left around the building towards car park.
If you’re collecting children and their siblings from different year groups, please collect the youngest first,
ensuring that each child is signed out from the relevant collection point.
If children are to walk home themselves, parents must inform the school before their child is allowed to leave
the school premises. Those pupils should be signed out from their year base collection points.

Contact details
A text message was sent today to say that school was open. If you did not receive the message, please contact school
and update your contact details. Thank you.

#SORTED – Before and After School Club
Thank you to all parents who have sent in forms and requested places. These are all booked in and confirmed and we
will be sending out instructions to those parents with how to pay for the sessions on ParentPay. We are also putting
together an info pack for the club which will be sent out next week and made available on our website.

We still have places available at the club for mornings and afternoons, so if you are keen please get in touch. We will also
be able to offer places to parents who need the club on an ‘as-and-when’ basis. All we ask is that you complete a
#sorted booking form in advance to register your child as a club member and to ensure that our club leaders have the
information they need. Ask at the office for the form or download it from the L’hebdo page on our website.

On that note, we would like to welcome our two #sorted leaders, Miss Kelly and Miss Charlotte, who are joining us in the
new year. They both have lots of experience running vibrant and engaging clubs for children in the local area. Many of
you will know them and they will be familiar faces to lots of the students.

If you have any questions at all about #sorted, please ask at the school office or email sorted@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk

Reading Café
After Christmas we will be introducing a ‘Reading Café’ on a Friday afternoon at 2.45-3.30pm in school. Students in a
particular class (see rota below) will be asked to bring their current reading book or their favourite reading book to the
‘Café’. A Parent/Grandparent for that child is invited into school to enjoy a hot drink and a cake/biscuit and sit and enjoy
listening to them read as well as talk about their book, using some guided reading questions which we will provide. This
is to promote an enjoyment of reading. If you are a working parent and are unable to make it then we will have a
number of Y8’s that will pair up with the students that are on their own. Year 8’s Café will have more of a Careers Focus
– more details will follow after Christmas.

Reading Café Rota
5CWK 12th January
5SJ 19th January
5JB 26th January
5LM 2nd February
6LK 9th February
6SB 16th February
6SE 2nd March
6AP 9th March
6PM 16th March
8BH 23rd March
8SH 20th April
8RC 27th April
7KM 4th May
7EN 11th May
7JW 18th May
7LW 25th May
8SS 8th June
5CWK 15th June
5SJ 22nd June
5JB 29th June
5LM 13th July

Y5 Professor McGinty
Previously, I wrote in L’hebdo to explain that Professor McGinty was unable to visit school as planned. Professor McGinty
has been visiting for many years and was very disappointed to be unable to make the original date. I’m very pleased to
now inform you that the Professor will be able to visit on Thursday 26th April 2018 to support Year 5 with studies of
Ancient Greece. Thank you for all of your contributions and understanding.

Christmas Jumper day - Tuesday 19th December
On the last day of term (Tuesday 19th), we are having a Christmas jumper day, in support of the Donna Louise Trust. We
are asking for a suggested donation of £1 each to come to school wearing non-uniform, including a Christmas
jumper/top, this can be bought or DIY. All money raised will be donated to the Donna Louise Trust, who help local
families in need. We’re already looking forward to seeing all your fabulous Christmas knits!

Monday
8.15 a.m.—8.45 a.m.
Closed at lunch
Tuesday
12.30 p.m.—1.30 p.m.
Wednesday
8.15 a.m.—8.45 a.m.
12.30 p.m.—1.00 p.m.
Thursday
12.30 p.m.—1.30 p.m.
Friday
12.30 p.m.—1.30 p.m.

Supervised sessions in the library.

Year 6 visit
On Wednesday morning 11 students from year 6 along with Mr Mobberley and Miss Crowe travelled to Chase Grammar
School in Cannock to take part in a poetry workshop led by renowned poet Michael Rosen. This was because they had
produced some excellent poetry. Michael is a former children's Poet Lauraete, has written over 140 books and made
countless TV appearances so this really was a fantastic opportunity especially as the children are reading one of his
books 'The Wicked Tricks of Till Owlyglass' in school at the moment.
On arrival the children were treated to poems from some of the students from the other schools there which Michael
evaluated before the man himself took centre stage. He shared many of his famous poems with particular favourites
being; Chocolate cake and You're not allowed to breathe in class and there were lots of chances for audience
participation.
Following a short break the morning resumed with a lengthy question and answer session during which Michael told the
enthralled audience about his career as a poet and author ranging from when he began writing at the age of 12 through
to today. He shared many of his famous books and experiences and even told the audience how he now has his own
youtube channel directed by his son and how this has resulted in a line from one of his poems "click...nice" being an
internet sensation. Some of the Penkridge pupils were also able to have a private chat with Michael about inspirations
for the book they are reading and a couple were even interviewed for the BBC and made a brief cameo appearance on
Midlands Today that evening.
At the end of the session all of the children were given a new Parker pen as a thanks for attending which they soon put
into use on return to school by writing their own poems Michael Rosen style.
Attached: Cameron, Ethan and Fraser and the whole class with Michael Rosen

Year 8 – Coventry Cathedral
Thank you to all parents and carers who made last week’s visit to Coventry Cathedral possible. I would like to congratulate
year 8 on their fantastic conduct whilst during the visit. Coventry Cathedral is known all over the world as an international
centre for reconciliation. Our visit offered students a unique opportunity to hear about the journey Coventry has taken
from a place of conflict to one of peace, as well as being able to see other examples of artwork which shows the process
of reconciliation. Year 8 were a real credit to themselves and the school and their impeccable behaviour and attitude to
learning was commended by staff at the Cathedral and general public. Well done year 8!
Mr Cole

Christmas Assembly
We will be holding our Christmas Assembly from 9.15am to 10.15am on Friday 15th December. Families are invited to
attend if they wish. We have space for up to 30 people. Places will be allocated on a first come/first served basis.
Please phone the School Office if you would like to attend.

Christmas Concert
Penkridge Middle School invites everybody to come along and join in our annual Christmas concert on Monday 18th
December at 7pm. The students have been working very hard to prepare some wonderful musical performances for all
to enjoy. There will be refreshments available from 6.45pm onwards. Please fill in and return the attached slip and
money to the School Office if you would like to buy tickets. Early booking is advised due to restricted seating in the Hall.
May I take this opportunity to thank everybody for their support. We are really looking forward to seeing you there!
Head of Music
Mr. D Mason

PENKRIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Christmas Concert
On
Monday 18th December 2017 at 7.00p.m.
In the school hall

Performances by various solos, duets and small groups.
We hope you will be able to join us on this occasion.

The price of the tickets will be Adults £1.50 and Children £1.00.

Early booking is strongly advised due to restricted seating in the Hall.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Christmas Concert
Name of pupil…………………………………………………… Class…………..

I require……………… Adult tickets £1.50 each
……………… Children’s tickets £1.00 each
Total enclosed…………………………..

Signed…………………………………………………. Person with parental responsibility

Walsall Football Club
Year 5 and 6 students from Penkridge Middle School enjoyed a fun day of football on Saturday when they had the
opportunity to act as ball boys for Walsall Football club's Chackatrade Cup match v Bury at the Banks's Stadium.
The day began with a training session and match on the astroturf pitch led by coaches from Walsall's Community team
and, following a briefing and practice, the children acted as flag bearers forming a guard of honour to welcome the
teams onto the field and spent 90 minutes helping the game run smoothly.
Once the game kicked off, everyone enjoyed an excellent afternoon helping with a very closely contested game which
saw Walsall fall behind before equalising on the stroke of half time with a superb free kick. However, a second half goal
for Bury saw them eliminated in front of a crowd of over 2000. They had a very close view of the goals, the key
moments and everyone had at least one touch of the ball with some having considerably more.
At the end of the game the children were congratulated by Walsall Community director Paul Larvin for their terrific
enthusiasm and behaviour. A signed Walsall ball was awarded to Harry Boothby for showing a terrific attitude and
effort, something he will no doubt remember as he is a huge football fan.
All of the children who took part are looking forward to hopefully returning to the stadium in February to be ball
boys again when Walsall entertain MK Dons with a better result for the Saddlers!

Attached:
On the pitch and on the bench.

