Week 3

Smart is something you become not something you are.

7th July 2017
Dates for your diary
12th July
18th July
18th July
19th July
20th July
21st July
6th September

Year 8 Girls’ Immunisation.
Year 8 Leavers’ Evening.
Year 6 West Midlands Safari Park.
Year 5 Conkers.
Year 8 Alton Towers.
1.00pm Finish for end of term. (24th & 25th July Inset Days)
Pupils return to school. (4th & 5th are inset days)

Star Pupil of the Week
Week Beginning 26th June 2017

Year 5
Andrew Fellows
William Hindmarsh
Imogen Kendall
Ethan Turner
Year 7
Madison Kendall
Jacob Hodkinson
Alfie Reynolds
Annabel Black

Year 6
5JB
5LM
5CWK
5SC
7LW
7EN
7JW
7KM

Emily Spillard
Heidi Webb
Lauren Williams
Isla Turnbull
Year 8
Chloe Monteiro
Bella Price
Hannah Booth
Josh Harvey

6SB
6AP
6LK
6CA
8SH
8SS
8RC
8CWT

Pupil and family achievements
Congratulations to Holly Milner and Nathan Proud whose posters for the Best Kept Village Poster Competition have
been chosen to be displayed in the shelters on the station platform. Well done!

Sports Day
We will try to re-run Sports Day on Friday 14th July during the morning, weather permitting.

Staffing Matters:
Congratulations to Mr Watkins who will be moving on at the end of term due to a promotion to a leadership post at
another local middle school. We are sad to see Mr Watkins leave but we wish him well in his new post.
Miss Northwood will take on the role of Acting Head of Science for a year and we have appointed a new Science
teacher- Mr Ben Hunt, to start in September.

Year 6 pupils

Well done to all of our Y6 students who received their SATs results this week. If your child reached ‘Expected Standard’
then obviously that is great. We were thrilled with the number of students that attained ‘Higher Standard’ in Reading
and GPS (Scaled score 110 or over). However, please do not worry if your child didn’t meet Expected Standard in one or
more subject. As many middle schools find, because the children don’t have a transition at Y7 we find our children
generally make rapid progress as they move into Y7 so that by the time they leave in Y8 they are in line or above
national standards. For the last two years (2017 & 2016) our Y8 cohort have been ‘significantly above national standard’
in Maths, English and Science in their GL assessments. Due to our broad and balanced curriculum our children are very
well prepared for Wolgarston in all subjects ready for Y9. We are proud of all of our children who have tried hard in
either SATs or GLs this term.

As your child moves into Key Stage 3, as is common practice in other schools at the start of a new key stage, we plan to
effect significant regroupings to the form groups of current Year 6 children, ready for those pupils to begin Year 7.
This reorganisation will provide an opportunity for your child to mix with a wider range of pupils and to extend and
develop new friendships as they enter a new key stage in their schooling. These changes have been based upon the
knowledge that all staff hold about the children whilst they are in school.
May we reassure you that decisions have also taken into account your child’s current friendship group, whilst also
considering the appropriateness of learning and social needs required.
Though it is natural that there may be some initial anxiety from your child during this transition period of change, we
would appreciate your support in helping your child to see the positive aspects of these changes in the longer term.
Your child will be informed of these changes on Friday 14th July.
I look forward to a fruitful and successful year ahead for all our children as we move into a new academic year in
September.

Mrs M Wright
KS2 Leader

Safeguarding and security
We are installing CCTV at Penkridge Middle School. This project aims to enhance safeguarding and security around
school. There will be cameras located in various areas of the school and they will record and store footage of students,
staff and visitors. They will continuously record 24 hours per day. The footage will not be shared with any other
organisations unless as a requirement of an investigation. The footage will not be published online and is stored within
our secure school network.

The cameras are being installed during the next few weeks. This project is being implemented with full consideration to
the Data Protection Act and on the guidance of the Information Commissioners Office. Accordingly, we have publishined
a Privacy Impact Assessment on the Polices page of our website. The CCTV system is expected to ‘go live’ during the
remainder of the Summer Term.

Online Safety ‘Snap Maps’ - the new location sharing feature in Snapchat
Snapchat has introduced a new feature, the ‘Snap Map’.
This location based map allows users to see where in the country their Snapchat contacts are, as well as seeing location
based photos and videos. The Snap Map shows a user’s Bitmoji, their cartoon avatar within Snapchat, pinpointed on a
world map. Users can then zoom into the map to see the exact location of their friends.
To access the Snap Map in the latest update of the Snapchat app, users need to go to their camera screen within
Snapchat and zoom out using two fingers. This will then launch the Snap Maps screen and will allow a user to see their
friend’s locations.
It is important to be careful about who you share your location with, as it can allow people to build up a picture of
where you live, go to school and spend your time. we would encourage students not to share their location, especially
with people they don’t know in person.
There are three settings for sharing your location on the map, these are; Ghost mode, My Friends, and Select Friends.
But what do these settings mean?


Ghost Mode
Ghost Mode means that you are the only person who can see your location on the map. Within Ghost Mode you can
still see the locations of your friends but they will be unable to see you. This setting will ensure that you have complete
control over who knows your location.



My Friends
My Friends means that all of your contacts on Snapchat can see your location. If turning on this setting then it would be
important for users to review their Snapchat contacts and also make sure that they never add someone they don’t know
in person onto Snapchat.



Select Friends
This setting allows users to look through their friend list and then decide which of their friends they want to be able to
view their location. This setting gives users the opportunity to control who can view their location.
When first opening the Snap Map users get to make a decision of who they want to be able to view their location. Once
these settings are in place they can always be changed in Snapchat’s settings. This can be done in two ways:

1. In the Snapchat settings
In the Snapchat screen click on the Settings (cog) icon> click on ‘see my location’ > Choose the setting which suits you
2. On the Snap Map
Click on the setting button in the top right of the map > choose the setting which suits you.

Dear parent/carer
I am sure that you are only too clear of the risks associated with the carrying of knives in public and
want to do everything you can to protect your child(ren). Unfortunately the majority of knives and
bladed articles that we find young people in possession of have come from their own home, so
anything you can do to make sure your knives are as secure as they can be could make a huge
difference.
Staffordshire Police are conducting a week long knife amnesty which starts on Monday 10th July to
encourage those storing knives that could be dangerous to hand them in without any risk of
prosecution. In every home in the county you will find knives. The amnesty is about getting rid of
those that are surplus to requirements, particularly those that are ornamental, ex-military or combat
styled which could easily end or ruin a life if used recklessly. If you don’t need it - just bin it.
You can hand them in at our Knife Amnesty bins that will be found either at your nearest police
station or in some locations at your local waste and recycling centre. The full list of bin locations can
be found at www.staffordshire.police.uk/bintheblade
You are not receiving this letter because your school has a problem with knives. We are working with
schools across the County to educate children and parents as to the dangers associated with the
carrying of knives.
Please spread the word of the amnesty and encourage everyone to get involved so that together we
can reduce the risk of knife injury in Staffordshire.
Best wishes
Wayne Jones
Chief Superintendent of Local Policing and Operations
Staffordshire Police

Uniform supplier
New Uniform Supplier Tesco are now also supplying our uniform with the school badge embroidered on it, which
can be purchased online via:
https://www.tesco.com/direct/penkridge-middle-school/19464.school?t=1496741537084&source=others

