
  Week 3                                  Today I have the power to change my story. 

 

2nd March 2018 

Dates for your diary  

8th March             Y6 Parents’ Evening (rearranged date) 

15th March           Y8 Parents’ Evening to meet Subject Teachers 4-7.00pm (see attached form) 

                                Paper copy will be issued on Tuesday 

                                 

                                                                                                                                                           

  Star Student of the Week    

Week Beginning 12th February 2018      

Year 5                                                   Year 6      
Lacey Keenan-James           5JB                                                    Robert Burton             6SB   

Kieran Sanders-Cook           5LM                                                  Charley Wood             6AP   

Mollie Tams                          5CWK                                                Ewan Newman           6LK   

Cody Richardson                  5SJ                                                     Millie Lewis                 6CA  

                                                                                                          Cameron Tarplee        6PM   

Year 7                                                                                             Year 8                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Rowen Slater                  7LW                                                          Theo Kendall                 8SH  

Sienna Delaney              7EN                                                           Emily Smith                   8SS                                                                

Will Jarvis                        7JW                                                            Zak Turner                    8RC   

Billy Richards                 7KM                                                            Nathan Batley              8BH   

  

 

 

Student Achievements 

Beau Greatbatch performed at the Prince of Wales Theatre during the last four days of half term, she was the lead 
role playing Peter Pan sharing the role over six shows with another girl. Beau did three shows as Peter Pan and every 
show was a sell-out and each show had standing ovations. Friends, family and teachers all went to support her and 
she made everyone really proud; Beau and the whole show had excellent reviews. It even made front page of the 
Express and Star. 
 

Well done to Mollie Tams (5CWK) and Sophie Flint (6CA) who have both had their hair cut and then donated their 

hair to charities over half term. This is a really commendable thing to do. 

 

 



Rearranged dates due to the Adverse Weather 

Y6 Parents’ Evening will now run on Thursday 8th March. For ease we will keep the appointment times as they were. 

Please ask your child to change times or contact the school if your original timings will now not be suitable.  Mrs 

Powers will be able to run her appointments until 4.55pm.  She will then ring all other parents over the week. 

 

The Reading Café for 6CA will now be shared with 6PM on Friday 16th March 

 

We will celebrate World Book Day on Friday 9th March.  Students should be dressed as a character or normal 

uniform.  

 

 
All pupils 

Please see below changes to attendance and punctuality processes that came into effect 1st January 2018.  

 
Ensuring your child has access to a good education is very important to us.  
Staffordshire County Council have made a few changes regarding absence from school, which came into 
force from 1 January 2018. The changes are detailed below:  
 
Penalty Notice for leave of absence (holiday) in term time  
From 1 January 2018 any period of unauthorised leave may result in you as a parent receiving a penalty 
notice fine. Leave in term time will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances. Any unauthorised 
absence will be referred by your Head Teacher to the Local Authority.  
 
Penalty Notice for persistent lateness  
Previously a pupil had to achieve 20 unauthorised late marks before a penalty notice warning could be 
issued. This has now changed to 10 marks over a 12 week period, and late marks do not have to be one 
after the other in order for the penalty notice to be issued. You are therefore encouraged where possible 
to ensure your child attends school on time. However, if your child is late you must inform the school of 
the reason(s) why, as they may be able to offer you some form of advice or support.  
 
Penalty notice for persistent absence  
If your child has had 10 days/20 sessions unauthorised absence over a twelve week period, you may 
receive a penalty warning notice and also a fine.  
 
Further details and a copy of the revised Code of Conduct for issuing Penalty Notices can be obtained from 
the council’s website www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education. The vast majority of children have good 
attendance of 96% or above and we recognise the efforts of so many parents to ensure their children 
attend school regularly.  
 

Mrs N Frost 

Head Teacher 

 

Y6 SATS preparation 

It is now the time of year that we need to start SATS interventions with many of our Y6 students. This is to give them 

some extra support with certain aspects of their Literacy or Maths in preparation for sitting the tests in May, so that 

they feel fully prepared. In many Primary schools Y6 now have a very narrow curriculum only focussing on Maths 

and English at this time. However, as a Middle school we try very hard to keep a broad and balanced curriculum.  

During this term however, we will be taking some students out of other lessons to boost them. Some Y6 students 

will be doing some Maths interventions during morning registration time. We will be asking some students to attend 

a certain English club for a short time during lunchtimes. We will provide them with an early lunch pass on these 

days to ensure that they have play time as well. We will also now be taking some students out of other lessons on an 

ad hoc basis if we feel that they would benefit from extra revision of a particular topic.  



How can you help? 

It also makes a huge difference if you read regularly with your child, talking about the story/text and asking them 

questions about it. Practising times-tables with your child will also help if they are not secure with these.  Any 

revision that you can do, as well as ensuring your child completes their homework will also help your child to feel 

confident about their learning. We thank you for your support in helping your child prepare for their SATS.  

 

 

Behaviour for Learning in all year groups. 

Good behaviour for learning is absolutely paramount in terms of ensuring that your child is doing their very best and 

also to ensure that their behaviour is not affecting the learning of others, as this is unacceptable. If any student’s 

behaviour is affecting their learning or the learning of others we will take action which may mean detentions, 

isolation or in extreme cases exclusions. This will be non-negotiable because as a school we pride ourselves on our 

very high expectations of all students. Please support us in ensuring  that all of your children are trying their 

absolute hardest to achieve in school. 

 

 

Reading Café 

We are thrilled how successful the Reading Café has been. Thank you to parents/relatives that have taken the time 

to come in with their child’s class. To ease traffic congestion on the car park when we finish the café, we are letting 

the children in the café leave at approximately 3.20pm with their adult if they wish to take them. We will of course 

keep the other students until 3.30pm. You will receive a letter the week prior to your child’s Reading Café.  

 

Reading Café Rota 

6AP 9th March 

6PM & 6CA 16th March 

8BH 23rd March 

8SH 20th April 

8RC 27th April 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7KM 4th May 

7EN 11th May 

7JW 18th May 

7LW 25th May 

8SS 8th June 

5CWK  15th June 

5SJ 22nd June 

5JB 29th June 

5LM 13th July 

 

 



 

Humanities Student of the Month 

Congratulations to all of our hardworking winners for February. You have been recognised by your humanities 

teacher for being conscientious, hard-working and having a positive attitude in lessons.  Keep up the good work!  

Mr Cole 

 

Year 5 

Delilah Wicks 

Joel Hemming 

 

Year 6 

Ellie Downing 

Jake White 

Ethan Turner 

 

Year 7 

Douglas Hughes  

Lily Pace 

 

Year 8 

Annabel Black 

John Elsmore 

 

 

Disco 

Thank you to all who supported the recent school disco. Your support raised an amazing £445 to be used to improve 

facilities for students. Many thanks, Mr Cole.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Art Club 

 

On some Mondays starting from 12th March, the Art Club will be starting at 3.50pm and finishing at 5pm. The Art 

Club changes projects each month and we will be using a variety of materials and processes.  This is a great 

opportunity for our students to develop their artistic skills, gain confidence in using a range of materials and to work 

with others. The Art Club is very popular and so students need to sign up with Mrs Wheat as soon as possible. Early 

sign-up is important to avoid disappointment as there are limited spaces available. Please ensure to make your own 

arrangements for your child to get home. 

The Art Club will only be on the following weeks, due to staff meetings: 
 
Monday 12th March 
Monday 30th April 
Monday 14th May 
Monday 4th, 11th, 25th June 
Monday 9th, 16th July 
 

Kind regards 

Mrs. Wheat 

Lead Teacher of Art & Design 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

I, the Parent/Carer, give permission for…………………………………. to attend Art Club from 12th March until 16th July on 

Mondays (listed above) at 3:50pm-5pm at Penkridge Middle School. 

 

Please tick the option you would like: 

I agree that I will collect my child from Mrs. Wheat inside the school by Reception at 5pm. 

or 

I agree that my child can walk home after Art Club. 

 

Parent/Carer Signature    Date 

………………………………………………………………….  …………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 only 
Visit to Stafford Castle 2018 

 
 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian  
 

Thank you for contributing towards the Year 7 visit to Stafford Castle. The team at the castle offer our 

students a wide range of experiences within and around the castle site to explore and understand issues 

linked to the Normans. If, you are yet to make the £12 contribution, please visit Parent Pay; this includes 

all costs for: travel, the tour and workshops. 

 

Students in classes 7LW & 7EN will visit on Tuesday 20th March 2018. 

Students in classes 7JW & 7KM will visit on Wednesday 21st March 2018. 

 

The students will leave for Stafford at 9.15am prompt and return to school by 3.30pm. The students will 

need to bring a packed lunch for the day (which should not include glass bottles). All students will be 

expected to wear their school uniform. Students will also need to bring a coat.  

  

Students will need to be: attentive, polite and at all times respectful (as we are visiting a public place).  

Cooperation and good behaviour is paramount, not only for the reputation of the school, but also for the 

health and safety of the students.   

 

Advance warning is needed of any with special medical or other needs to ensure all health and safety 

considerations have been made. Parents must inform the school of any relevant needs on the visit consent 

form.  

 

Medical forms must be accurately completed, updated and returned to reception before the visit. All 

medication listed on medical forms and care plans must be present on the day of the trip. Failure to do 

so will result in your child being unable to attend the trip. 

 

All educational visits undertaken by Penkridge Middle School are covered by ACE Insurance provided 

through our Stafford County Council.  This visit is considered to have only normal everyday risks and no 

further insurance has been provided.   

 

If you have any questions about this visit, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Mr R Cole 

Head of Humanities 



 
 

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR A SCHOOL VISIT 

 

Stafford Castle 2018 
 

Students in classes 7LW & 7EN will visit on Tuesday 20th March 2018. 

Students in classes 7JW & 7KM will visit on Wednesday 21st March 2018. 

 

Please complete this form and return to reception no later than Friday 16th March 2018. 

 

EDUCATIONAL VISIT TO: Stafford Castle 

 

Leaving school at 09:15 - 30am. The predicted time of return is 3:30pm. 
 
Medical Details: My son/daughter has the following medical/special needs. 

 

............................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................... 

 
 
Students will be travelling by coach and your child will be expected to be responsible enough to wear any 

seatbelt provided until informed it may be released. 

 

Tick if your son/daughter receives a free school meals and would like a packed lunch to be prepared for 

the visit by the school canteen.  

 

I understand this visit includes:  

• Walking, therefore appropriate footwear, outdoor wear and school uniform must be worn.  

 

I agree to my son/daughter attending the visit detailed above and I acknowledge that to be included 

he/she will need to maintain responsible behaviour. 

 

Name of son/daughter....................................................  

 

Class………..  

 

Signed......................................................... Date...................  

Parent/Guardian with Parental Responsibility 

 



 

YEAR 8 ONLY 

Parents’ Evening – Year 8 Thursday 15th March 4.00pm – 7.00pm 

 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening will be held on the above date.  This is your opportunity to discuss your child’s 

progress with their subject teachers. 

The Evening will be held in the Hall and the Music room, appointments will be made at five minute intervals.  

Your child will be responsible for organising your appointments with their teachers.  Please return your 

child’s appointment sheet to the class teacher, your child will then use this sheet to record your 

appointments.  To ensure your child has adequate time to collect appointments please return the 

appointment sheet as soon as possible.  Your child will then need to pass back to you the sheet prior to the 

evening.   Your child is welcome to attend the evening with you.   

Your child’s books will be available to view in the Year 8 classrooms so please allow time before or after your 

appointments to do this 

The Parents’ Evening is held in advance of the end of year reports being sent out in the Summer Term.  There 

will not be a formal parents’ evening following these reports being sent home.  We will of course answer 

any questions that arise when reports are sent out at that time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APPOINTMENT SHEET 

YEAR 8 PARENTS’ EVENING – Thursday 15th March 2018 (4.00pm – 7.00pm) 

Pupil’s Name _______________________________   Class ________ 

We/I will/will not be attending Year 8 Parents’ Evening. 

We/I would prefer to see teachers during the ticked time slot, if possible 

 

4.00pm – 4.30pm                4.30pm – 5.00pm                     5.00pm – 5.30pm    

            5.30pm – 6.00pm    6.00pm – 6.30pm    6.30pm – 7.00pm 

Please write the names here of teachers you would like to see:- 

_________________       __________________     _________________      _________________ 

_________________    __________________    _________________          __________________ 

      ACTUAL APPOINTMENTS – (for teacher use only) 

Time Teacher Subject  Time Teacher Subject 

4.00    5.35   

4.05    5.40   

4.10    5.45   

4.15    5.50   

4.20    5.55   

4.25    6.00   

4.30    6.05   

4.35    6.10   

4.40    6.15   

4.45    6.20   

4.50    6.25   

4.55    6.30   

5.00    6.35   

5.05    6.40   

5.10    6.45   

5.15    6.50   

5.20    6.55   

5.25       

5.30       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to all students who participated in the inter-house football competition. 
Results are below. 
 
 

Inter-house Football results 2017/18 
 
 

Year 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 7 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Year 8 

 

 

 

 

 

House Win Draw Loss Points Goals Position 
Ash 2 1 0 7 4 1st 

Yew  2 0 1 6 8 2nd 
Elm 1 1 1 4 4 3rd 
Oak 0 0 3 0 3 4th  

House Win Draw Loss Points Goals Position 
Yew 2 1 0 7 11 1st 
Elm 2 1 0 7 7 2nd 
Ash 1 0 2 3 7 3rd 

Oak 0 0 3 0 5 4th 

House Win Draw Loss Points Goals Position 
Oak 3 0 0 9 17 1st 
Yew 2 0 1 6 7 2nd 

Elm 1 0 2 3 4 3rd 
Ash 0 0 3 0 0 4th 

House Win Draw Loss Points Goals Position 
Oak 2 1 0 7 10 1st 

Ash  2 0 1 6 9 2nd 
Yew 1 0 2 3 8 3rd 
Elm 0 0 3 0 5 4th 



 

 

 

  


