Week 2

Mistakes are proof that you are trying.
29th September 2017

Dates for your diary

11th October
19th October
20th October
th

30 October

Year 5 Parents’ Evening
Visit from Professor McGinty

Finish for half term
Inset Day. Return to school Tuesday 31st October

Star Pupil of the Week
Week Beginning 18th September 2017

Year 5

Year 6

Jordan Steele
Jude Rushby
Kian Murray
Maisie Bracknall

5JB
5LM
5CWK
5SJ

Year 7
Kieran Widdowson
Matthew Wenlock-Evans
Kiera Evans
Harrison Horan

7LW
7EN
7JW
7KM

Robert Burton
Martha Felton
Katie Williams
Farleigh Spencer
Ethan Turner
Year 8
Lottie Forman
Luke Darby
Sophie Burgess
Linus O’Howell

6SB
6AP
6LK
6CA
6PM
8SH
8SS
8RC
8BH

Pupil and family achievements
Congratulations goes to Emily McNeil who has been picked to be part of the cast of the Birmingham Royal Ballet’s
Nutcracker being performed around Christmas time. Well done, Emily; we are very proud of your achievements.
Also well done to Dan and Doug Hughes who for the third year running have played for Walsall FC Acadamy. We are
proud of your sustained success.
Well done to Nathan Proud and Holly Milner who now have posters on display at Penkridge Station.
Remember if your child has received an achievement outside of school then please let us know and we would love to
celebrate their success in l’hebdo.

Maths Problem for Y6 (and anyone else)!
Last week in assembly I gave Y6 the following problem:
A bag of 5 lemons cost £1. A bag of £4 oranges cost £1.80. How much more does one orange cost than one lemon? You
must explain your answer using bar modelling.
Any student that solves this problem correctly, with diagrams and working out on a piece of paper labelled with their
name and class will be celebrated on next week’s l’hebdo. Answers can be handed to the office.

Before and After School Club – Great News!
We have had a terrific response to our recent survey about before and after school care here at PMS and we are
pleased to say that we have received sufficient interest to allow us to proceed with a plan to start the club after
October half-term.
However, to make this plan a reality, we need two fantastic, passionate and skilled play leaders to run the club. If
you think you could do this, or know someone else who could, then visit our vacancies page
http://penkridge.staffs.sch.uk/index.php/home-page/about-us/vacancies/ . This brilliant opportunity closes next
Monday 2nd October so act fast and apply as soon as you can.
For parents interested in their children joining the club, booking forms, prices and processes are being worked on
as we speak and we will get this information out as soon as we have it over the next couple of weeks.
Thank you for your continued support to help make PMS an even better school for the whole community.

Parents’ Forum
Thank you to the Parents who attended the meeting last night. You gave us lots of very useful feedback which we have
already started to follow up. Look out for the next meeting date in a future L’hebdo.
A number of Y5 Parents said that their children weren’t sure what to do on some pieces of homework that they had
been set. We will work hard to improve our clarity around setting homework but please encourage your child to come
and ask their teacher if they are unsure. We do run a homework club two mornings before school and at lunchtimes.

English Homework
We have decided to continue with our consistent approach to our homework this year to ensure that both parents/
carers and children know what to expect on a weekly basis.
KS2:
1) 40 minutes (minimum) reading every week with approximately 30 minutes of this reading out aloud to an adult,
and discussing what is going on in the text. Parents are asked to sign & comment weekly on the discussions had
etc., in the child’s organiser.
2) Weekly spellings- no. of spellings dependent on the child’s ability.
3) www.spag.com – a short grammar test completed online- all children have been given login details and
passwords for the year 2017-2018.
KS3:
1) 60 minutes (minimum) reading every week with approximately 15 minutes of this reading out aloud to an adult,
and discussing what is going on in the text. Parents are asked to sign & comment weekly on the discussions had
and the frequency of reading, in the child’s organiser.
2) Weekly spellings- no. of spellings dependent on the child’s ability.
3) www.spag.com – a short grammar test completed online- all children have been given logins and passwords for
the year 2017-2018.

On occasion, there may be some additional homework set, for example, finishing off class work, comprehension tasks or
researching for their topic.
We are aware that many parents are extremely busy and evenings and weekends can fly by very quickly with family
activities. However, please discuss with your child when is the best time to read and discuss with you so that they
complete their homework on time. As a school, we run a supervised lunch time homework club where children have
access to computers and can request support. We hope you will continue to support us in ensuring your child achieves
their full potential.
Thank you in advance.
English Department.

Maths Homework books
Year 5 & Year 6 pupils have been given Maths Homework books. If children lose them there will be a cost of £7 to
replace them. Thank you.

PMS AWARD TRACKER
In your child’s organiser there is an award tracker. The idea of the tracker chart is to encourage pupils to be active and
participate in clubs both in and out of school. These can be music, sport, cooking, dancing, ice-skating, art or any one of
the many interesting activities that our children participate in.
Students can mark their achievements on the tracker chart in their organisers. For every half hour they participate in a
club or activity outside of lessons they will receive a stamp or signature (initials) from the staff. They can also be awarded
stamps by teachers and instructors of all clubs inside of school and up to three clubs outside of school.
To keep it simple, we are happy for parents to initial the tracker chart for clubs outside of school as we understand that
coaches are very busy people. At least once a term the hours completed will be checked by staff and certificates
awarded in assemblies.
This is a new system in school so if your child has attended clubs already and the teachers haven’t signed them yet we
will ask staff to sign them retrospectively.
Dinner money
Could we just remind parents/carers that dinner money (£2.20) needs to be paid daily, weekly or termly. We are having
a few pupils who are not bringing their dinner money each day. Thank you.

Y5 only
Parents’ Evening
Please find below the appointment sheet for Year 5 Parents’ Evening.

Y5 Swimming letter
Letters went out to our 5SJ and 5JB students last week for their swimming lessons on Tuesdays. Please note the two
corrections for this letter. The first is that the session on 31st November is actually 31st October. And secondly, there will
be no session on Tuesday 2nd January. Apologies for this oversight. Thank you.
Mr Sutton

Professor McGinty
Reminder: The humanities department have arranged a visit from Professor McGinty to support with the study of
Ancient Egypt. This will run on Thursday 19th October 2017.
Thank you for all of the contributions so far. The deadline for £5 contributions is Friday 29th September via ParentPay.
Mr Cole

Year 5 Parents’ Evening
On Wednesday October 11th from 4pm to 7pm, Year 5 class teachers will be available to speak to parents
about how their son/daughter has settled into Penkridge Middle School. It is also an opportunity to ask any
questions you may have or to raise any concerns. Please be aware that appointments are limited to 5 minutes,
and if you wish to discuss any matter for longer a separate appointment will need to be made.
Please fill in the slip below to indicate your preferred time for yourappointment. We will do our very best to
accommodate your request.
................................................................................................................................................
Year 5 Parents’ Evening Wednesday October 11th 2017
Name of Pupil..................................... Class..........................
Preferred Time Slot (please tick):



4pm – 4.30pm



4.30pm – 5pm



5pm – 5.30pm



5.30pm – 6pm



6pm – 6.30pm



6.30pm – 7pm

Teacher’s Use Only: Your Appointment Time is

Visit to Coventry Cathedral 2017 –
Monday 27th November

Classes 8SS & 8BH Only
Dear Parent/Guardian,
Pre-visit responses have unanimously indicated that parents would like the school to again run the
educational visit to Coventry Cathedral for Year 8. The team at the cathedral offer our students a wide range
of experiences within and around the building to explore and understand issues around conflict, peace and
reconciliation.
The students will leave for Coventry at 9.15am prompt and we plan to be back in time for the end of the
school day at 3.30pm, but this does depend on traffic. The students will need to bring a packed lunch for the
day (which should not include glass bottles). All students will be expected to wear their school uniform.
Students will also need to bring a coat.
Can I remind students that we are visiting a place of worship and they will need to be attentive, sometimes
silent and at all times respectful. Cooperation and good behaviour is paramount, not only for the reputation
of the school, but also for the health and safety of the students.
We are requesting a donation of £22 for each child which includes all transport costs and the costs of the tour.
Please pay by Parent Pay by Friday 20th October or as soon as possible. Please also note that if we do not
have enough donations to cover the cost of the trip, the visit will not be able to go ahead and we will incur
charges from the bus company for cancellation.
Advance warning is needed of any participants with special medical or other needs to ensure all health and
safety considerations have been made. Parents must inform the school of any relevant medical or other needs
on the visit consent form.
Medical forms will be issued after October half term to ensure they are accurate and up-to-date. Failure to
complete this form will result in your child being unable to attend the trip.
All bona fide educational visits undertaken by Penkridge Middle School are covered by ACE Insurance provided
through our Stafford County Council. This visit is considered to have only normal everyday risks and no
further insurance has been provided.
If you have any questions about this visit, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours faithfully,
Mr R Cole
Head of Humanities and RE

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR A SCHOOL VISIT

Classes 8SS & 8BH Only
Please complete this form and return it to the school reception by Friday 20th October 2017
EDUCATIONAL VISIT TO: Coventry Cathedral
On Monday 27th November leaving school at 09:15 AM. The predicted time of return is 3:30 – 3:45pm.
Students will be travelling by coach and your child will be expected to be responsible enough to wear any
seatbelt provided until informed it may be released.
I understand this visit includes:
• Walking, therefore appropriate footwear, outdoor wear and school uniform must be worn.
I agree to my son/daughter attending the visit detailed above and I acknowledge that to be included he/she
will need to maintain responsible behaviour.
Name of son/daughter....................................................
Class… 8SS / 8BH
Signed......................................................... Date...................
Parent/Guardian with Parental Responsibility

Medical forms will be issued after October half term to ensure they are accurate and up-to-date. Failure
to complete this form will result in your child being unable to attend the trip.

Visit to Coventry Cathedral 2017 –
Tuesday 28th November

Classes 8RC & 8SH Only
Dear Parent/Guardian
Pre-visit responses have unanimously indicated that parents would like the school to again run the
educational visit to Coventry Cathedral for Year 8. The team at the cathedral offer our students a wide range
of experiences within and around the building to explore and understand issues around conflict, peace and
reconciliation.
The students will leave for Coventry at 9.15am prompt and we hope to be back in time for the end of the
school day at 3.30pm, but this does depend on traffic. The students will need to bring a packed lunch for the
day (which should not include glass bottles). All students will be expected to wear their school uniform.
Students will also need to bring a coat.
Can I remind students that we are visiting a place of worship and they will need to be attentive, sometimes
silent and at all times respectful. Cooperation and good behaviour is paramount, not only for the reputation
of the school, but also for the health and safety of the students.
We are requesting a donation of £22 for each child which includes all transport costs and the costs of the tour.
Please pay by Parent Pay by Friday 20th October or as soon as possible. Please also note that if we do not
have enough donations to cover the cost of the trip, the visit will not be able to go ahead and we will incur
charges from the bus company for cancellation.
Advance warning is needed of any participants with special medical or other needs to ensure all health and
safety considerations have been made. Parents must inform the school of any relevant medical or other needs
on the visit consent form.
Medical forms will be issued after October half term to ensure they are accurate and up-to-date. Failure to
complete this form will result in your child being unable to attend the trip.
All bona fide educational visits undertaken by Penkridge Middle School are covered by ACE Insurance provided
through our Stafford County Council. This visit is considered to have only normal everyday risks and no
further insurance has been provided.
If you have any questions about this visit, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours faithfully,
Mr R Cole
Head of Humanities and RE

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR A SCHOOL VISIT

Classes 8RC & 8SH Only
Please complete this form and return it to the school reception by Friday 20th October 2017
EDUCATIONAL VISIT TO: Coventry Cathedral
On Tuesday 28th November leaving school at 09:15 AM. The predicted time of return is 03:30 – 03:45 PM.
Students will be travelling by coach and your child will be expected to be responsible enough to wear any
seatbelt provided until informed it may be released.

I understand this visit includes:
• Walking, therefore appropriate footwear, outdoor wear and school uniform must be worn.
I agree to my son/daughter attending the visit detailed above and I acknowledge that to be included he/she
will need to maintain responsible behaviour.
Name of son/daughter....................................................
Class… 8RC / 8SH
Signed......................................................... Date...................
Parent/Guardian with Parental Responsibility

Medical forms will be issued after October half term to ensure they are accurate and up-to-date. Failure
to complete this form will result in your child being unable to attend the trip.

Here at Penkridge Middle School, we firmly believe in the importance of learning languages. As they grow
up, our pupils will be part of an increasingly globalised world, in which the ability to communicate in
different languages will be ever more important, as the following facts show:


11% of the World's total population can speak English. HOWEVER, that means that almost 9 out of
10 people in the World DO NOT speak English.
 Over 60% of British trade is with non-English speaking countries.
 People who can speak another language can earn up to £5000 more than colleagues who do not!
We provide lots of extra-curricular opportunities in school for our students to enjoy their language learning.

Choco-Loto
Choco-Loto is open to pupils in all years and is a great, fun way to practise numbers in French.

Key Stage 3 World Cinema Club
The World Cinema Club is open to any pupil in Key Stage 3 (Years 7 & 8) and aims to give our pupils a chance to
experience a variety of foreign language films from all over the world in a safe, happy and structured setting.
The club is specifically aimed at pupils in Years 7 and 8, as viewers will need to follow the English subtitles
whilst watching. There will be approximately 2 films per term. On each occasion, the film will start as soon as
possible after school and we will give you an approximate finish
time for the film.

Our first film is
have set a date.

. We will let you know as soon as we

Linguascope
As a school we subscribe to the Linguascope interactive language learning
website. This is a fun website with thousands of interactive activities in nine
different languages: games, listening activities, a comic strip creator tool, an
activity builder and printable worksheets. The French teachers use it as a
teaching tool in class, but the children also have free and unlimited access to
the website, both in school and at home, using the school’s log in details:
username: penkridge
password: frenchfun
Please note that the password printed in the students’ organisers is
incorrect. The above details are correct.

Have your Say! KS3 Languages Survey
In the next week we will be asking Year 7 and Year 8 pupils to complete a survey
about their experience of learning a language at Penkridge Middle School. This
has been kindly produced by Mrs Tyler and will provide the pupils with the
opportunity to give their opinions on how important they perceive languages to
be, as well as which activities and learning opportunities in French lessons they
enjoy or don’t enjoy. As a department, we will be using the feedback from this
survey to help shape our future planning of schemes of learning and activities in lessons.

Y8 Visit to France 30th April- 4th May 2018
A 5-day residential visit to the Château du Broutel in Northern France is organised for pupils in Y8 each
summer term. This well-established visit has been a great success for many years and in 2018 an
unprecedented number of 77 pupils will be participating in the visit. The trip is intended to ensure that pupils
have the opportunity to involve themselves in the reality of using and understanding the language and
widening their knowledge of French culture.

Spanish Club - All Years
Would you like to join Spanish Club to learn another language for holidays, or pleasure or to get ready for
Wolgarston?
If the answer is yes, Mrs Fowler runs a Spanish Club every Thursday after school, from 3.30 to 4.30 pm in Room
72.
The cost is £4.00 per session payable half-termly in advance.
If you are interested, please contact the School Office for further
information.

Play Leaders
Job share for this position would be considered for the right candidate

Location

Penkridge Middle School, Penkridge

Employer

Penk Valley Federation

Contract
Easter and summer holidays

21.25 hours, initially Term Time with a possibility to run clubs during
Monday - Friday 0715hrs-0845hrs and 1530hrs-1815hrs

Closing date for applications

Monday 2nd October 2017

Interview

Friday 6th October 2017

Start date

30th October 2017

Salary

Grade 5

Accountable to

Headteacher/Business Manager

About the Role

We are currently recruiting two team members who show professionalism, passion and kindness whilst
engaging with young people. The successful candidates will take responsibility for all children placed in their
care, during before and afterschool club. This facility will also be open during school holidays, and a schedule
will be mutually agreed.

In this role you will be responsible for supporting the planning and organisation of club, and ensuring all
children are provided with a caring, safe and secure environment to learn and develop through a variety of play
opportunities.
The successful applicants will:







Manage and organise high quality activities for our children
Be a highly organised individual with lots of ideas and initiative
Have the ability to communicate at all levels
Have excellent listening skills and a responsible and caring attitude
Be patience and tolerant
Understand safeguarding procedures

In return, we can offer you:





A collaborative working environment with a positive ethos which permeates throughout the Partnership
Excellent facilities
A learning community which values each person as an individual
The support of a Governing Board and Senior Leadership Team that are driven to be the best we can be

We encouraged you to visit the school prior to the closing date as this will enable you to experience the working
ethos of our school. Please contact the school directly to make an appointment on 01785 413400.

For further information, please visit our website www.penkridge.staffs.sch.uk. Completed application forms to
be returned by email to Jenny Whitehouse at j.whitehouse@penkridge.staffs.sch or by post for the attention of
Jenny Whitehouse at the school’s address.
Penkridge Middle School
Marsh Lane
Penkridge
Stafford
ST19 5BW

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people/vulnerable
adults and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment”

This position is subject to a criminal records check from the Disclosure and Barring Service (formerly CRB) which
will require you to disclose details of all unspent and unfiltered spent reprimands, formal warnings, cautions
and convictions in your application form.

Supervisor

Location

Penkridge Middle School

Employer

The Penk Valley Federation

Contract

1 hour 10 minutes per day

Closing date for applications

Monday 2nd October 2017

Interview Date

Friday 6 th October 2017

Start date

ASAP

Salary

Grade 2 Pro Rata (Term Time)

The school is part of the Penk Valley Federation along with 4 other schools: St John’s First School, Marshbrook First
School, Princefield First School and Wolgarston High School. The vision of the Federation is to take collective
responsibility for ensuring that every child and young person in our federation receives an excellent education, achieves
high outcomes and realises their potential.

About the Role:

We are seeking to appoint a reliable, flexible lunchtime supervisor to look after children during lunchtimes and make
sure that they are safe. Duties include supervising children in the dining hall, playground and school premises, clearing
tables, disposing of waste food and drink and sweeping/mopping the floor. They should have a real passion for working
with children, relate well to staff, act responsibly and be able to keep calm and respond quickly to situations. You will
also be responsible for administering first aid.

Full training will be given.

For further information, please visit our website www.penkridge.staffs.sch.uk. Completed application forms to be
returned by email to j-whitehouse@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk or by post for the attention of Jenny Whitehouse at the
school’s address.

Penkridge Middle School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and applicants must be
willing to undergo child protection screening appropriate to the post, including checks with past employers and the
Disclosure and Barring Service. Penkridge Middle School is an equal opportunities employer.

"This Authority/school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people/vulnerable adults
and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment"

This position is subject to an Enhanced Disclosure check under the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974. Further details
regarding this check are available from schools or by visiting www.crb.gov.uk

