Week 1

Dreams don’t work unless you do.
22nd September 2017

Dates for your diary
25th September
27th September
28th September
20th October
30th October

Year 8 Girls’ HPV
Individual and Sibling photographs for whole school
Parents’ Forum
Finish for half term
Inset Day. Return to school Tuesday 31st October

Star Pupil of the Week
Week Beginning 11th September 2017

Year 5

Year 6

Todd Frost
Tye Greatbatch
Letia Rose
Isaac Morris

5JB
5LM
5CWK
5SJ

Year 7
Jake Bridgwood
Jamie Roberts
Sienna Gavriel
Tom Dillon

7LW
7EN
7JW
7KM

Amy Rudge
Charley Wood
Jack Preston
Alex Macey
Theo Davies

6SB
6AP
6LK
6CA
6PM

Year 8
Theo Kendall
Cameron Heighway
Fern Boulton
Izzy Austin

8SH
8SS
8RC
8BH

An interesting Friday!
This morning, we had a gas leak in school. It was identified very early by site staff and by 7.45am we had gas specialists
checking that the school was safe to be used. By 8.10am it was confirmed that we were fine to enter the school. Some
of you may have noticed that we put a message on Facebook to cancel breakfast club, which we quickly removed as we
did open up. Please rest assured that if ever we have to shut at short notice we will always look after the children that
have already arrived. Due to the issues we have had with the gas today we have only been able to serve sandwiches and
other non-cooked foods. We apologies for any inconvenience that this may have caused.
The children have been very sensible today and we thank them for their co-operation.
If school did have to close in an emergency we would text parents, as well as put it onto our social media (Facebook and
Twitter). Due to this, please ensure that we have your correct mobile number at all times.

Pupil and family achievements
Congratulations to Andrew and Stephen Hill who took part in the Staffordshire Scouts' Lord Stafford Camp Cup this
weekend. Andrew's patrol came first and Stephen's patrol came third. Also Ethan McCormack took part and his patrol
came third. Well done!
Cyclists
If your child cycles to school, please can you talk through with them the importance of staying safe on their bikes? We
are constantly reminding students at school but we still feel that the message is not getting through to some students.
Please support us in keeping your children safe. Thank you.

All pupils

Parents’ Forum
The first 2017/18 Parents’ Forum will be held at 6pm in the Small Science Lab on Thursday 28th September
2017. As usual, we look forward to welcoming you to discuss a number of topics. The first session of the year
will include time to discuss achievement, rewards and Visible Learning. In addition, Mrs Frost will also be in
attendance to share and discuss a couple of new initiatives for 2017/18. We look forward to seeing you there.
Mr Cole.

Y5 only
Professor McGinty
Reminder: The humanities department have arranged a visit from Professor McGinty to support with the
study of Ancient Egypt. This will run on Thursday 19th October 2017.
Thank you for all of the contributions so far. The deadline for £5 contributions is Friday 29th September via
ParentPay.
Mr Cole

Y8 only
Coventry Cathedral visit
Thank you for promptly completing the pre-visit responses so positively. The overwhelming majority indicated
that we should run the trip again this year. See separate letter. Thank you for your support.
Mr Cole

Visit to Coventry Cathedral 2017 –
Monday 27th November

Classes 8SS & 8BH Only
Dear Parent/Guardian,
Pre-visit responses have unanimously indicated that parents would like the school to again run the
educational visit to Coventry Cathedral for Year 8. The team at the cathedral offer our students a wide range
of experiences within and around the building to explore and understand issues around conflict, peace and
reconciliation.
The students will leave for Coventry at 9.15am prompt and we plan to be back in time for the end of the
school day at 3.30pm, but this does depend on traffic. The students will need to bring a packed lunch for the
day (which should not include glass bottles). All students will be expected to wear their school uniform.
Students will also need to bring a coat.
Can I remind students that we are visiting a place of worship and they will need to be attentive, sometimes
silent and at all times respectful. Cooperation and good behaviour is paramount, not only for the reputation
of the school, but also for the health and safety of the students.
We are requesting a donation of £22 for each child which includes all transport costs and the costs of the
tour. Please pay by Parent Pay by Friday 20th October or as soon as possible. Please also note that if we do
not have enough donations to cover the cost of the trip, the visit will not be able to go ahead and we will incur
charges from the bus company for cancellation.
Advance warning is needed of any participants with special medical or other needs to ensure all health and
safety considerations have been made. Parents must inform the school of any relevant medical or other needs
on the visit consent form.
Medical forms will be issued after October half term to ensure they are accurate and up-to-date. Failure to
complete this form will result in your child being unable to attend the trip.
All bona fide educational visits undertaken by Penkridge Middle School are covered by ACE Insurance
provided through our Stafford County Council. This visit is considered to have only normal everyday risks and
no further insurance has been provided.
If you have any questions about this visit, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours faithfully,
Mr R Cole
Head of Humanities and RE

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR A SCHOOL VISIT

Classes 8SS & 8BH Only
Please complete this form and return it to the school reception by Friday 20th October 2017
EDUCATIONAL VISIT TO: Coventry Cathedral
On Monday 27th November leaving school at 09:15 AM. The predicted time of return is 3:30 – 3:45pm.
Students will be travelling by coach and your child will be expected to be responsible enough to wear any
seatbelt provided until informed it may be released.
I understand this visit includes:
• Walking, therefore appropriate footwear, outdoor wear and school uniform must be worn.
I agree to my son/daughter attending the visit detailed above and I acknowledge that to be included he/she
will need to maintain responsible behaviour.
Name of son/daughter....................................................
Class… 8SS / 8BH
Signed......................................................... Date...................
Parent/Guardian with Parental Responsibility

Medical forms will be issued after October half term to ensure they are accurate and up-to-date.
Failure to complete this form will result in your child being unable to attend the trip.

Visit to Coventry Cathedral 2017 –
Tuesday 28th November

Classes 8RC & 8SH Only
Dear Parent/Guardian
Pre-visit responses have unanimously indicated that parents would like the school to again run the
educational visit to Coventry Cathedral for Year 8. The team at the cathedral offer our students a wide range
of experiences within and around the building to explore and understand issues around conflict, peace and
reconciliation.
The students will leave for Coventry at 9.15am prompt and we hope to be back in time for the end of the
school day at 3.30pm, but this does depend on traffic. The students will need to bring a packed lunch for the
day (which should not include glass bottles). All students will be expected to wear their school uniform.
Students will also need to bring a coat.
Can I remind students that we are visiting a place of worship and they will need to be attentive, sometimes
silent and at all times respectful. Cooperation and good behaviour is paramount, not only for the reputation
of the school, but also for the health and safety of the students.
We are requesting a donation of £22 for each child which includes all transport costs and the costs of the
tour. Please pay by Parent Pay by Friday 20th October or as soon as possible. Please also note that if we do
not have enough donations to cover the cost of the trip, the visit will not be able to go ahead and we will incur
charges from the bus company for cancellation.
Advance warning is needed of any participants with special medical or other needs to ensure all health and
safety considerations have been made. Parents must inform the school of any relevant medical or other needs
on the visit consent form.
Medical forms will be issued after October half term to ensure they are accurate and up-to-date. Failure to
complete this form will result in your child being unable to attend the trip.
All bona fide educational visits undertaken by Penkridge Middle School are covered by ACE Insurance
provided through our Stafford County Council. This visit is considered to have only normal everyday risks and
no further insurance has been provided.
If you have any questions about this visit, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours faithfully,
Mr R Cole
Head of Humanities and RE

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR A SCHOOL VISIT

Classes 8RC & 8SH Only
Please complete this form and return it to the school reception by Friday 20th October 2017
EDUCATIONAL VISIT TO: Coventry Cathedral
On Tuesday 28th November leaving school at 09:15 AM. The predicted time of return is 03:30 – 03:45 PM.
Students will be travelling by coach and your child will be expected to be responsible enough to wear any
seatbelt provided until informed it may be released.

I understand this visit includes:
• Walking, therefore appropriate footwear, outdoor wear and school uniform must be worn.
I agree to my son/daughter attending the visit detailed above and I acknowledge that to be included he/she
will need to maintain responsible behaviour.
Name of son/daughter....................................................
Class… 8RC / 8SH
Signed......................................................... Date...................
Parent/Guardian with Parental Responsibility

Medical forms will be issued after October half term to ensure they are accurate and up-to-date.
Failure to complete this form will result in your child being unable to attend the trip.

With

reading

being such an important factor in a

child’s learning and progress, we have

organised the return of our annual Scholastic Book Fair. Children will have the opportunity to browse and purchase a
new and exciting book during the lunchtimes of the above dates. Please ensure your child has their money safely
secured and clearly named.

In addition, we would like to invite parents and carers in on Monday 25th and Tuesday 26th September

3:30pm- 4:15pm to come and have a look at the books on offer too.
It is likely that books will run out or we may not have the book that you have spotted in the brochure. If this is the case,
please let us know as we are able to order directly from Scholastic.

Look forward to seeing you there!

Year 5 & 6

Dear Parents/Carers,
Year 5/6 Tag Rugby Club
As part of our extra-curricular provision, we have arranged for ‘Progressive Sports’ to run an after- school club
in the sport of Tag Rugby for Year 5 and Year 6 at our school.
Numbers are limited so places will be allocated on a first- come first-served basis. The cost will be £8 (cheques
made payable to ‘Penkridge Middle School’) and will run for 4 weeks on a Tuesday after school until 4:30pm.
The first session will be on Tuesday 26th September, with the last session being Tuesday 17th October.
Your child will need to wear suitable clothing for an indoor and/or outdoor physical activity session. School PE
kit does not have to be worn. A filled water bottle should also be provided.
Please complete the slip below, including how your child will get home after the session. Thank you.
Yours faithfully,

S. Sutton
Mr S Sutton
Head of PE
----------------------------------------Please tear off this slip and return to the school as soon as possible_________________________________
Parental Consent – fixtures

(09/17/SS)

I would like my child: ________________________ in Form: ______ to participate in the after- school Tag
Rugby Club at Penkridge Middle School that takes place each Tuesday for 4 weeks, starting on 26th
September. I have read and understood the details on the above letter and enclose payment for £8.
Please tick one box below.
I will make provisions for my child to be picked up from Penkridge Middle School at 4:30pm.
OR

My child can walk/cycle home from school

Signed________________________parent/carer
PRINT NAME_________________________ Date_____________
Emergency telephone number____________________________
Medical needs (if any)_______________________________________

Year 5 & 6

Dear Parents/Carers,
Year 5/6 Handball Club
As part of our extra-curricular provision, we have arranged for ‘Progressive Sports’ to run an after- school club
in the sport of Handball for Year 5 and Year 6 at our school.
Numbers are limited so places will be allocated on a first- come first-served basis. The cost will be £8 (cheques
made payable to ‘Penkridge Middle School’) and will run for 4 weeks on a Wednesday after school until
4:30pm.
The first session will be on Wednesday 27th September, with the last session being Wednesday 18th October.
Your child will need to wear suitable clothing for an indoor and/or outdoor physical activity session. School PE
kit does not have to be worn. A filled water bottle should also be provided.
Please complete the slip below, including how your child will get home after the session. Thank you.
Yours faithfully,

S. Sutton
Mr S Sutton
Head of PE
----------------------------------------Please tear off this slip and return to the school as soon as possible_________________________________
Parental Consent – fixtures

(09/17/SS)

I would like my child: ________________________ in Form: ______ to participate in the after- school
Handball Club at Penkridge Middle School that takes place each Wednesday for 4 weeks, starting on 27th
September. I have read and understood the details on the above letter and enclose payment for £8.
Please tick one box below.
I will make provisions for my child to be picked up from Penkridge Middle School at 4:30pm.
OR

My child can walk/cycle home from school

Signed________________________parent/carer
PRINT NAME_________________________ Date_____________
Emergency telephone number____________________________
Medical needs (if any)_______________________________________

Football Tournament
On Saturday morning a football team from Penkridge Middle School travelled to St Joseph’s Catholic Primary
School in Rugeley to take part in their annual tournament along with nine other local schools in beautiful
Autumn sunshine. This was the first time the Penkridge boys had played together and they were all really
looking forward to it with great anticipation.
Penkridge were placed in a league of five with all of the schools playing each other meaning they would be
guaranteed four games of football throughout the morning.
The first game for Penkridge was against St Thomas More Primary School from Great Wyrley who, for many
years, have had a reputation for producing excellent football teams; however, it was Penridge who took the
lead in the first half following a goal from Rafe and the same player scored a stunning long range goal after
the break to make the score 2 - 0 and get Penkridge off to a winning start.
The second opponents were Churchfield Primary from Rugeley and Penkridge were soon out of the blocks
with a goal from William after just 24 seconds. The opponents began to create chances but a second
Penkridge goal from Fraser followed by another after half time from Rafe saw Penkridge maintain their
winning start with a 3 - 0 win.
The third game of the morning saw Penkridge take on another Rugeley School, Etching Hill. With the
opponents only able to field 6 players instead of 7 Penkridge agreed to match this which meant some
readjustment. This game was a real tight affair, both Joe and Rafe had good attempts but it also took some
excellent defending including a vital tackle from Harry and excellent goalkeeping from Spencer to keep us in it.
The final score was 0-0.
The final game of the morning was against hosts St Joseph's who had won all of their first three games. This
meant that a Penkridge win would see them through to the final but anything less would mean St Joseph's
qualified. The game didn't begin well with the Rugeley team taking an early lead but goals either side of half
time both again from Rafe meant that with two minutes left Penkridge looked like topping the group however
a last- gasp equaliser for St Joseph's meant that the final score was 2 - 2 fortunately the total of seven points
wasn’t quite enough to reach the final but Penkridge certainly ended on a high.
I was very proud to accompany the football team; their effort, commitment, attitude, sportsmanship and
behaviour were simply outstanding and they certainly did the school proud. Thanks should also go to the
many parents who brought the boys along and were very enthusiastic supporters. They all had a great time
too. I hope that there will be numerous other opportunities for teams to represent Penkridge in the year
ahead.
Thanks to the team: William, Fraser, Cameron, Harry, Rafe, Joe, Spencer and Tristan.

Lunchtime Supervisor

Location

Penkridge Middle School

Employer

The Penk Valley Federation

Contract

1 hour 10 minutes per day

Closing date for applications

Monday 2nd October 2017

Interview Date

Friday 6th October 2017

Start date

ASAP

Salary

Grade 2 Pro Rata (Term Time)

The school is part of the Penk Valley Federation along with 4 other schools: St John’s First School, Marshbrook First
School, Princefield First School and Wolgarston High School. The vision of the Federation is to take collective
responsibility for ensuring that every child and young person in our federation receives an excellent education, achieves
high outcomes and realises their potential.

About the Role:

We are seeking to appoint a reliable, flexible lunchtime supervisor to look after children during lunchtimes and make
sure that they are safe. Duties include supervising children in the dining hall, playground and school premises, clearing
tables, disposing of waste food and drink and sweeping/mopping the floor. They should have a real passion for working
with children, relate well to staff, act responsibly and be able to keep calm and respond quickly to situations. You will
also be responsible for administering first aid.

Full training will be given.

For further information, please visit our website www.penkridge.staffs.sch.uk. Completed application forms to be
returned by email to j-whitehouse@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk or by post for the attention of Jenny Whitehouse at the
school’s address.

Penkridge Middle School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and applicants must be
willing to undergo child protection screening appropriate to the post, including checks with past employers and the
Disclosure and Barring Service. Penkridge Middle School is an equal opportunities employer.

"This Authority/school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people/vulnerable
adults and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment"

This position is subject to an Enhanced Disclosure check under the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974. Further details
regarding this check are available from schools or by visiting www.crb.gov.uk

