Week 1

Sometimes what we call failure is really just that
necessary struggle called learning.
19th January 2018

Dates for your diary
8th February
13th February
1st March
15th March

Y5 Parents’ Evening to meet Subject Teachers 4-7.00pm (see attached form)
Y7 Parents’ Evening to meet Subject Teachers 4-7.00pm
Y6 Parents’ Evening to meet Subject Teachers 4-7.00pm
Y8 Parents’ Evening to meet Subject Teachers 4-7.00pm

Star Student of the Week
Week Beginning 8th January 2018

Year 5
Aliyah Finney
Alfie Kite
Beatrice Heath
Kieran Ashe

Year 6
5JB
5LM
5CWK
5SJ

Year 7
Megan Brevitt
Matthew Wenlock-Evans
Phoebe Clarke
Frances Lyons

7LW
7EN
7JW
7KM

Hannah Baker
Emily McNeil
Edward Poulson
Kaitlyn Giles
Jessica Boulton
Year 8
Sam Poulsom
Georgia Yeomans
Kym Pearson
Izzy Austin

6SB
6AP
6LK
6CA
6PM
8SH
8SS
8RC
8BH

Safety on the way to school
Today we had a report from a parent about some of our students (girls) behaving dangerously on the way to school, on
Druids Way. We have spoken to all of our children. Please can you also remind your children about keeping safe?

Dropping off and picking up
Thank you to the vast majority of our parents who co-operate with us and drop children off and pick up safely at the
bottom of the drive at the start and end of the day, at the correct times. Unfortunately, we have a growing number of
parents that drive up to the top of the drive (sometimes at speed) either at the start of the day or at 3.30pm. This is not
fair for the other parents and puts our cyclists at risk so please refrain from doing this please.
Whilst we are very happy for parents to drop off and collect from our new wrap-around care #Sorted from the top of
school, please at other times can parents drop off at the bottom, unless of course your child has a valid medical
condition or there are other special circumstances that have been discussed with school? However, if your child has
been to an afterschool club/ sports fixture that finishes later please feel free to drive up to the top of school.
On a similar vein, breakfast drop in and homework club do not start until 8.15am so students shouldn’t be coming in
much earlier than this unless they are booked into #Sorted please.
Children that are just attending the normal school day need to ensure that they are arriving to get onto the playground
between 8.30am and 8.45am, when we get students to come into school. New guidelines, since January mean that we
have to report students to County that are regularly late which may lead to a fine; whilst equally important for insurance
purposes: students must not be on the playground prior to 8.30am.
Thank you for your co-operation in these matters. If you would like to book your child into either morning or afternoon
slots of #Sorted, then please contact Mark Smith, via the School Office.

Successful Reading Café
Thank you to all of the family members who attended our first ever Reading Café last week for 5CWK. We really enjoyed
seeing students spending their afternoon slowing down and enjoying cake and a book with either their family member or
some of our fabulous Y8 students. We are really looking forward to running this with each of our classes.
Reading Café Rota
5JB 26th January

7KM 4th May

5LM 2nd February

7EN 11th May

6LK 9th February

7JW 18th May

6SB 16th February

7LW 25th May

6CA 2nd March

8SS 8th June

6AP 9th March

5CWK 15th June

6PM 16th March

5SJ 22nd June

8BH 23rd March

5JB 29th June

8SH 20th April

5LM 13th July

th

8RC 27 April

School Disco
On Thursday 15th February 2018 we will be hosting a school disco in the main hall for Key Stages 2 and 3 to raise funds to
improve the facilities (e.g. Lockers) and activities (e.g. at lunchtimes) available to students. DJ Meredith, a tuck shop and
photography will be available on the night.
Key Stage 2 (Years 5 & 6) will be able to arrive for 5pm and need to be collected by a parent or responsible adult at
6:30pm.
Key Stage 3 (Years 7 & 8) will be able to arrive at 7pm and need to be collected by a parent or responsible adult at
8:30pm.
Students can buy their tickets from the school council for £2 at lunchtimes. They are reminded that good behaviour is
expected from all and no mobile phones or chewing gum should be brought on the evening. Should students wish to
have a photograph taken on the evening then Mr Smith will be present to take photographs and print a memento copy
for a small contribution. Therefore, a small amount of money may be brought on the evening to spend at the tuck shop
and photo booth.
Parents must adhere to the timings listed above to ensure the smooth running of the evening and collect their child(ren)
from the main hall at the end of the evening at the correct time.

Kitchen
Please see below new dinner menus starting on Monday22nd January.

WEEK 1

MAIN MEAL

VEGETARIAN
MAIN

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Chicken Korma &
Rice

Mediterranean
Chicken & Sweetcorn
Pie

Roast Pork Dinner

Cottage Pie

Golden Fish Fingers
With Chips

Vegetable
Bolognaise

Quorn Sausages with
Roast Potatoes &
Gravy

Cheese and Tomato
Pizza

GRAB AND GO

Chicken Tikka Panini

Bacon Bloomer

Pizza Melt Panni

SIDES

Peas & Carrots
Jacket Potatoes

Broccoli & Sweetcorn
Jacket Potatoes

Carrots & Cauliflower
Jacket Potatoes

Cheddar Cheese
Quiche & Potato
Wedges

Ham & Cheese
Panini

Vegetable Burger

Ham Salad Wrap

Peas & Sweetcorn
Jacket Potatoes

Baked Beans &
Garden Peas
Jacket Potatoes

Melting Moments

Iced Chocolate
Sponge

Steamed Syrup
Sponge & Custard

DESSERT

Shortbread

Giant Cookies

WEEK 2

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

MAIN MEAL

Cheese & Tomato
Pizza
& Salad

Sweet & Sour
Chicken & Rice

Roast Beef Dinner
With Potatoes &
Gravy

Cheese Burger

Battered Fillet Of
Fish With Chips

VEGETARIAN
MAIN

Vegetable Sausages

Cheese & Potato Pie

Veggie Bean Burger &
Wedges

Vegetable Spaghetti
Bolognaise

GRAB AND GO

Hot Dog

Chicken Nuggets &
Potato Waffles

Tuna & Cheese Melt
Panini

Ham & Cheese Panini

SIDES

Sweetcorn &
Carrots
Jacket Potatoes

Broccoli & Garden
Peas
Jacket Potatoes

Carrots & Cauliflower
Jacket Potatoes

Baked Beans &
Sweetcorn
Jacket Potatoes

Cornflake Cake

Chocolate
Shortbread

Flapjacks

DESSERT

Vanilla Muffins

Vegetable Burger &
Chips

Cheese & Tuna
Wrap

Baked Beans &
Garden Peas
Jacket Potatoes
Iced Sponge

Cookies

Fruit

WEEK 3

MAIN MEAL

VEGETARIAN
MAIN

MONDAY

Sausages, Mash &
Gravy

Cheese & Onion Roll

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Chicken Balti and
Steamed Rice

Roast Turkey Dinner
With Creamed
Potatoes & Gravy

All Day Breakfast

Golden Fish With
Chips

Ravioli

Spicy Bean Bake

Omelette & Salad

Vegetable Sausages
& Chips

Chicken Burger

GRAB AND GO

BBQ Chicken Wrap

Ham and Cheese
Panini

Tuna & Cheese Melt
Panini

Bacon Sandwich

SIDES

Garden Peas &
Baked Beans
Jacket Potatoes

Carrots &
Sweetcorn
Jacket Potatoes

Broccoli & Carrots
Jacket Potatoes

Baked Beans &
Sweetcorn
Jacket Potatoes

Rice Krispy Crunch

Peach Crumble

Steamed Chocolate
Sponge
& Chocolate Sauce

Chocolate Crunch

DESSERT

Carrots & Garden
Peas
Jacket Potatoes

Chocolate Iced
Sponge
Fruit

Year 5 Parents’ Evening
On Thursday 8th February 2018 a Parents’ Evening is being held for the parents of pupils in Year 5.
The evening follows a different format to that of the Autumn Term. In addition to class teachers, subject
teachers for Year 5 classes will be available to discuss your child’s progress.
Please indicate on the reply slip below the staff you would like to meet
To ensure that your child has adequate time to collect appointments, please return the appointment sheet as
soon as possible. Your child will use this sheet to record your appointments and then will need to pass the sheet
back to you prior to the evening. Your child is welcome to attend with you.
Can we remind you that individual interviews will need to be kept to 5 minutes. If you require a more detailed
discussion, please make arrangements with the appropriate teacher for another time.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
APPOINTMENT SHEET
YEAR 5 PARENTS’ EVENING – Thursday 8th February 2018 (4.00pm – 6.55pm)
Pupil’s Name _____________________________ Class ________
We/I will/will not be attending Year 5 Parents’ Evening.
We/I would prefer to see teachers during the ticked time slot, if possible
4.00pm – 4.30pm

4.30pm – 5.00pm

5.00pm – 5.30pm

5.30pm – 6.00pm

6.00pm – 6.30pm

6.30pm – 6.55pm

Please write the names here of teachers you would like to see:________________________

_______________________

________________________

________________________

_______________________

________________________

________________________

_______________________

________________________

Year 6

Professor McGinty Visits 2018

The Humanities department have arranged a visit from Professor McGinty which will run on Tuesday 30th
January 2018.

Professor McGinty – ‘The Time Travelling Detective’ will visit our school to present an interactive workshop
on the theme of the Victorians to Year 6 pupils.

Each class will have an hour’s workshop with the professor with exciting artefacts, special effects, sounds,
vision and music.

The visit is to compliment your child’s learning about the Victorians in their Humanities lessons this year. The
Professor has been visiting the school for the many years and he is a very popular, knowledgeable and
entertaining performer.

As this visit takes place in school time it is necessary to ask for a voluntary contribution of £5 per student.
There is no obligation to contribute and no student will be omitted from the visit because they do not pay or
do not pay in full. However the visit cannot go ahead if the school does not receive sufficient parental
contributions. We would be grateful if you donate using Parent Pay by Friday 12th January.
If there are any questions you would like to ask about the presentation, please do not hesitate to contact Mr
Cole (Head of Humanities) or your child’s class teacher.

Yours faithfully

Mr R Cole
Head of Humanities
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please only return if you’re not paying by Parent Pay
Presentation by Professor McGinty on Tuesday 30th January 2018.

PARENTAL CONSENT
I agree that my son/daughter/dependent can take part in this activity
I enclose the £5 to cover the costs of this presentation.
Name of son/daughter ……………………………………….. Class ………………………………

Signed…………………………………… Date…………… Person with Parental Responsibility

Year 7 Students
Tuesday

Visit to Stafford Castle 2018
March or Wednesday 21st March 2018

20th

We have arranged for the children in Year 7 to visit Stafford Castle as part of their studies in Humanities. The
team at the castle offer our students a wide range of experiences within and around the site to explore and
understand issues around the Norman conquest.
The students will leave for Stafford at 9.15am prompt and we hope to be back in time for the end of the school
day at 3.30pm, but this does depend on traffic. The students will need to bring a packed lunch for the day
(which should not include glass bottles). All students will be expected to wear their school uniform. Students
will also need to bring a coat.
Can I remind students that we are visiting a public place and they will need to be attentive and polite. Cooperation and good behaviour is paramount, not only for the reputation of the school, but also for the health
and safety of the students.
We are requesting a donation of £12 for each child which includes all transport costs and the costs of the tour.
Can parents please pay by Parent Pay by Monday 26th January 2018 or as soon as possible. Please also note
that if we do not have enough donations to cover the cost of the trip, the visit will not be able to go ahead and
we will incur charges from the bus company for cancellation.
Advance warning is needed of any participants with special medical or other needs to ensure all health and
safety considerations have been made.
Parents must inform the school of any relevant medical or other needs on the visit consent form. This form will
be issued two weeks prior to the visit and failure to complete this form will result in your child being unable to
attend the trip.
All bona fide educational visits undertaken by Penkridge Middle School are covered by ACE Insurance provided
through our Stafford County Council. This visit is considered to have only normal everyday risks and no further
insurance has been provided.
If you have any questions about this visit please do not hesitate to contact me.
Mr R Cole
Head of Humanities

Only complete the consent slip if not paying by ParentPay.

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR A SCHOOL VISIT
Please complete this form and return it to the school reception by Monday 26th January 2018
EDUCATIONAL VISIT TO: Stafford Castle
On Tuesday 20th March or Wednesday 21st March 2018 leaving school at 09:15AM. The predicted time of
return is 03:30PM.

Students will be travelling by coach and your child will be expected to be responsible enough to wear any
seatbelt provided until informed it may be released.
I understand this visit includes:
• Walking, therefore appropriate footwear, outdoor wear and school uniform must be worn.
I agree to my son/daughter attending the visit and I enclose a contribution of £12. I acknowledge that to be
included he/she will need to maintain responsible behaviour.

Name of son/daughter.................................................... Class......................................................
Signed......................................................... Date................... Parent with Parental Responsibility

February Family
Film Show 2018

Come along for a relaxing afternoon as a family, to a film showing.
Sessions are delivered by Caudwell Children as part of the Aiming High
Program and are free to children with a disability, between 8 and 18 years
old who live in Staffordshire *
Please call Julia on 01782 600263 for more information or to book a place.
February

Time

Venue

4th

1.304.00

Red Street Community Centre, Talke Rd, Red Street,
Newcastle. ST5 7AH

10th

1.304.00

11th

1.304.00

Foxlowe Arts Centre, Stockwell Street, Leek. ST13
6AD

17th

1.304.00

Whittington Village Hall, 4-6 Langton Crescent,
Whittington, Lichfield. WS14 9LR

18th

1.304.00

The Northfield Centre, Magnolia Avenue (off Cooperative Street), Stafford, ST16 3DU

24th

1.304.00

25th

1.304.00

Tutbury Village Hall, 2 Monk Street, Burton-OnTrent, DE13 9NA

Elford Village Hall, Church Road, Elford, Tamworth.
B79 9DA
Great Wyrley Community Centre, Landywood Lane,
Walsall. WS6 6JX

All activities are featured on the Caudwell Children Youth Zone website
found at: http://www.caudwellchildrenkids.com/days-out-events/
This page is regularly updated with new activities and events so please
re-visit often.
*If younger children (accompanied by an adult), siblings or children who
live outside of the Staffordshire border would like to join in the fun
please give us a call, we will try to accommodate requests where possible
in return for a donation to Caudwell Children.

February Fun 2018

Come along to our fun-filled activity days, featuring puppet making and
storytelling. Sessions are delivered by Caudwell Children as part of the
Aiming High Program and are free to children with a disability, between 8
and 18 years old who live in Staffordshire *
Please call Julia on 01782 600263 for more information or to book a place.

February

Time

19th &
20th

10am – 4pm

19th

10am – 4pm

20th

10am – 1pm

19th

10am – 4pm

20th

10am – 1pm

19th, 20th
& 21st
22nd
21st

10am – 4pm
10am – 1pm
10am – 4pm

22nd

10am – 1pm

21st

10am – 4pm

22nd

10am – 1pm

Venue
The Northfield Centre, Magnolia
Avenue, Stafford, ST16 3DU
Queen Street Community Centre, Queen
Street, Burton-on-Trent, DE14 3LW
Curborough Community Centre,
Reynolds Close, Lichfield, Staffs,
WS13 7NY
Pooley Country Park Scout Centre,
Pooley Lane, Polesworth, B78 1JA
Perton Civic Centre, Church Road,
Coleridge Drive, Perton, WV6 7PD
Cheslyn Hay Village Hall, Pinfold
Lane, Cheslyn Hay, WS6 7HP

All activities are featured on the Caudwell Children Youth Zone website
found at: http://www.caudwellchildrenkids.com/days-out-events/
This page is regularly updated with new activities and events so please
re-visit often.
*If younger children (accompanied by an adult), siblings or children who
live outside of the Staffordshire border would like to join in the fun
please give us a call, we will try to accommodate requests where possible
in return for a donation to Caudwell Children.

