Week 2

Keep shining beautiful one, the world needs your light.
16th February 2018

Dates for your diary
1st March
15th March

Y6 Parents’ Evening to meet Subject Teachers 4-7.00pm (see attached form)
Y8 Parents’ Evening to meet Subject Teachers 4-7.00pm

Star Student of the Week
Week Beginning 5th February 2018

Year 5
Ruby Lewis
Kieran Sanders-Cook
Isabelle Munnelly
Corrine Haynes
Year 7
Faith Kettle
Cameron Hackett
Serena Kudhail
Heather Richardson

Year 6
5JB
5LM
5CWK
5SJ

7LW
7EN
7JW
7KM

Chelsea Pearson
Lea Blount
Jack Preston
Millie Lewis
Ethan Turner
Year 8
Libby Botten
Todd Richardson
William Mackrory
Megan Evans

6SB
6AP
6LK
6CA
6PM
8SH
8SS
8RC
8BH

We have reached the end of a busy half term. It has been lovely to catch up with so many Parents/Carers during the
Reading Café and Y5 & 7 Parents’ Evenings. We hope that all of our students have a safe and enjoyable half term
and come back in rested on Monday 26th February, ready to settle back down to their learning. Please can all
Parents ensure that their child comes into school with the correct equipment and non-negotiables items to help
them with their learning; see the message below. See our equipment video on Facebook for more information.

Staffing Matters
Mr Hunt will hopefully be returning after half term teaching Monday to Thursday, with Mr Disley, who is also a
Science specialist, continuing to teach Science on a Friday. Mr Mason will be back in full time after half term.

Student Achievements
Ashli Giles performed in the 1st round of Staffordshire Young Musician on Saturday on her violin. Mrs Parkes
accompanied her on piano. She was a fantastic credit to the school and performed so well.

Pupils equipment checklist
All pupils at PMS are asked to provide basic equipment for their personal use in lessons. This is to ensure that
learning can happen as efficiently as possible and to avoid any delay in lessons. Pupils should always bring with









A pen
A pencil
A green pen, for feedback
A rubber
A ruler
A pencil sharpener
Their organiser
A water bottle
A reading book

Many of these items are available from the school shop, or pupils are more than welcome to bring their own to
school.
Over the following weeks we will have a focus on equipment, including P.E. equipment. All class teachers will be
helping their classes with reminders for equipment.
Pupils may wish to bring additional equipment, which is encouraged, however we do ask that all students only bring
a single pencil case to school.
Thank you

World Book Day.
This year, we shall be celebrating World Book Day on Friday, the 2nd of March. Children (and teachers) are
encouraged to dress up as their favourite book character for the day, where prizes will be awarded for the most
creative costumes. During the day, the children will take part in special World Book Day activities in their English
lessons and there will be opportunities every lesson to read their favourite book.
Please see the following link for some simple but effective costume ideas: https://www.mumsnet.com/books/worldbook-day-costume-ideas
Thank you,
Mrs Bennett.

Reading Café
We are thrilled how successful the Reading Café has been. Thank you to parents/relatives that have taken the time
to come in with their child’s class. To ease traffic congestion on the car park when we finish the café, we are letting
the children in the café leave at approximately 3.20pm with their adult if they wish to take them. We will of course
keep the other students until 3.30pm. You will receive a letter the week prior to your child’s Reading Café.

Reading Café Rota
6CA 2nd March

7KM 4th May

6AP 9th March

7EN 11th May

6PM 16th March

7JW 18th May

8BH 23rd March

7LW 25th May

8SH 20th April

8SS 8th June

8RC 27th April

5CWK 15th June
5SJ 22nd June
5JB 29th June
5LM 13th July

“Dive in at the Book End”
Looking to try new books? Want a book you can dive into and really enjoy? Well look no further…
After half term, there will be an exciting opportunity to read brand new, modern books for all ages and abilities.
“Dive in at the Book End” will be open in Room 63 on Tuesdays and Fridays, 12:30 till 12:45.
From “Geek Girl” to “Middle School, Worst Years Of My Life” this fantastic collection of books will be available for
every year group. Reading is an important skill to help your vocabulary and literacy skills. The solution to enjoying
reading is to find a book that you can lose yourself in, this is what “Dive in at the Book End” is all about: it will help
find your all-important book.
To start reading amazing literature, drop in for the first session on Tuesday 27th February 2018.

Music
Stafford Music Centre, Entrust Music Service.
During the previous academic year, a number of pupils from the Stafford area had the opportunity to
attend ‘Spikes!,’ a group in which they learnt to play the Cello from scratch. Through this group, they were
given the chance to perform in public on a number of different occasions.
Due to the success of the project last year, ‘Spikes!’ will be recommencing on Wednesday 28th February
and will run for the remainder of the academic year. With your help, we are hoping to recruit some pupils
from your school who would be interested in this opportunity. We are looking for children who are at least
8 years old, who do not currently learn an instrument.
Please see attached leaflet for information.

YEAR 6 ONLY
Parents’ Evening – Year 6 Thursday 1st March 2018 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Year 6 Parents’ Evening will be held on the above date. This is your opportunity to discuss your child’s
progress with his/her subject teachers.
The evening will be held in the Hall and Music Room and appointments will be made at five minute intervals.
During this parents’ evening, teachers will discuss your child’s progress, the level they are working at and
future targets. It is vital that we keep to five minute appointments if we are to see everyone on the night.
If you have any other important issues you would like to discuss, you may need to arrange to speak to the
teacher on another occasion.
Your child’s books will be available to view in the Year 6 classrooms so please allow time before or after your
appointments to do this.
To ensure that your child has adequate time to collect appointments, please indicate your preferences on
the attached appointment sheet as soon as possible. Your child will use this sheet to record your
appointments and then will need to pass the sheet back to you prior to the evening. If possible, your child
should attend with you.

APPOINTMENT SHEET
YEAR 6 PARENTS’ EVENING – Thursday 1st March 2018 (4.00pm – 7.00pm)
Pupil’s Name _______________________________ Class ________
We/I will/will not be attending Year 6 Parents’ Evening.
We/I would prefer to see teachers during the ticked time slot, if possible

4.00pm – 4.30pm

4.30pm – 5.00pm

5.00pm – 5.30pm

5.30pm – 6.00pm

6.00pm – 6.30pm

6.30pm – 7.00pm

Please write the names here of teachers you would like to see:_________________

__________________

_________________

_________________ __________________ _________________

_________________
__________________

ACTUAL APPOINTMENTS – (for teacher use only)
Time
4.00
4.05
4.10
4.15
4.20
4.25
4.30
4.35
4.40
4.45
4.50
4.55
5.00
5.05
5.10
5.15
5.20
5.25
5.30

Teacher

Subject

Time
5.35
5.40
5.45
5.50
5.55
6.00
6.05
6.10
6.15
6.20
6.25
6.30
6.35
6.40
6.45
6.50
6.55

Teacher

Subject

Year 7 only
Visit to Stafford Castle 2018

Dear Parent/Guardian
Thank you for contributing towards the Year 7 visit to Stafford Castle. The team at the castle offer our
students a wide range of experiences within and around the castle site to explore and understand issues
linked to the Normans. If, you are yet to make the £12 contribution, please visit Parent Pay; this includes
all costs for: travel, the tour and workshops.

Students in classes 7LW & 7EN will visit on Tuesday 20 th March 2018.
Students in classes 7JW & 7KM will visit on Wednesday 21st March 2018.

The students will leave for Stafford at 9.15am prompt and return to school by 3.30pm. The students will
need to bring a packed lunch for the day (which should not include glass bottles). All students will be
expected to wear their school uniform. Students will also need to bring a coat.

Students will need to be: attentive, polite and at all times respectful (as we are visiting a public place).
Cooperation and good behaviour is paramount, not only for the reputation of the school, but also for the
health and safety of the students.

Advance warning is needed of any with special medical or other needs to ensure all health and safety
considerations have been made. Parents must inform the school of any relevant needs on the visit consent
form.

Medical forms must be accurately completed, updated and returned to reception before the visit. All
medication listed on medical forms and care plans must be present on the day of the trip. Failure to do
so will result in your child being unable to attend the trip.

All educational visits undertaken by Penkridge Middle School are covered by ACE Insurance provided
through our Stafford County Council. This visit is considered to have only normal everyday risks and no
further insurance has been provided.

If you have any questions about this visit, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully,
Mr R Cole
Head of Humanities

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR A SCHOOL VISIT

Stafford Castle 2018
Students in classes 7LW & 7EN will visit on Tuesday 20 th March 2018.
Students in classes 7JW & 7KM will visit on Wednesday 21 st March 2018.

Please complete this form and return to reception no later than Friday 16th March 2018.

EDUCATIONAL VISIT TO: Stafford Castle
Leaving school at 09:15 - 30am. The predicted time of return is 3:30pm.
Medical Details: My son/daughter has the following medical/special needs.
............................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

Students will be travelling by coach and your child will be expected to be responsible enough to wear any
seatbelt provided until informed it may be released.

Tick if your son/daughter receives a free school meals and would like a packed lunch to be prepared for
the visit by the school canteen.
I understand this visit includes:
• Walking, therefore appropriate footwear, outdoor wear and school uniform must be worn.
I agree to my son/daughter attending the visit detailed above and I acknowledge that to be included
he/she will need to maintain responsible behaviour.
Name of son/daughter....................................................

Class………..
Signed......................................................... Date...................
Parent/Guardian with Parental Responsibility

Physical Education update
Please read the information below to see the activities that your child/children will be learning next half
term (Monday 26th February – Thursday 29th March 2018) and the kit that they are required to bring to the
lesson.
Boys
Lesson 1

Y5*
Half -Swimming
Half - HRF

Y5#
Orienteering

Y6
Hockey

Y7
Dance

Lesson 2

HRF

Orienteering

Hockey

Dance

Y8
Orienteering
& problem
solving
Orienteering
& problem
solving

All boys’ PE lessons will require their PE top, black shorts, PE socks and trainers. Additionally, Y6 hockey
will require shin pads and we strongly advise a gum shield and protective glove/s.

Girls
Lesson 1

Y5*
Half - Swimming
Half - HRF

Y5#
Y6
Hockey/Football Dance

Y7
Hockey

Y8
Dance

Lesson 2

HRF

Hockey/Football Dance

Hockey

Dance

All girls’ lessons will require their PE top, black shorts, PE socks and trainers. Additionally, hockey will
require shin pads and we strongly advise a gum shield and protective glove/s.
KEY
*swimming group (5LM/5CWK). Swimming for this group is until July 2018.
#non swimming group (5SC/5JB).
OPS – Orienteering/problem solving
HRF – Health related fitness

Work with us please…





Students can wear their red top or new PE fleece (boys) or black sweater or new PE fleece (girls)
and dark tracksuit bottoms, if the teacher deems it cold enough to wear them.
We have had quite a few students continuing to wear the minimum kit in extremely cold
temperatures. Please ensure your child has extra layers provided (please see above).
Although gymnastics and dance are bare foot activities, socks and trainers are still required if the
weather forces boys and girls to join together for an indoor lesson.
Kit organisation and issues regarding kit are still a huge disruption to PE lessons. Organisation has
improved with some students; however, some students are relying on borrowing kit instead of
organising themselves. Some students are also bringing in black shorts with white stripes down
them. These are not part of our PE kit and students will not be allowed to wear them. As before,








students will receive one warning for that week they forget it. After this, they will be issued with a
lunchtime detention each time they forget part of or all of their kit in that half-term.
Students have been told to take care of their kit because it is too expensive to replace.
Unfortunately, losing it or misplacing it will not be a reason for not having it. The student will still
have a week’s grace from their warning to find their kit or replace it. Please help us to reduce the
disruption to our PE lessons.
All long hair must be tied up in PE lessons.
Nails should be kept short.
Piercings, watches and friendship/wrist bands must be removed.
Some students may wish to wear their ‘fitness tracker watch’ during a PE lesson. This is fine, if the
PE teacher sees it as suitable for the lesson (running; for example). However, we cannot accept
responsibility for any damage to or loss of these items.

Thank you for your continued support.

PE Department

Penkridge Library Consultation, 2018

Did you know that over 700 children are members of Penkridge library, and over half took part in the
Summer Reading Challenge last year? Sadly, despite great local support for our library, Staffordshire County Council
is once again proposing cuts that will drastically affect the continuation of our service. If passed, this will mean the
removal of our experienced librarians, with the responsibility of operating a safe, free and equal service passing to
volunteers, in a building that will be outsourced to whomever wins the tender.
Given the continuing popularity of our library, do you think it’s appropriate to reduce the standard of our
service compared to other areas in Staffordshire, especially as our village continues to grow? Is it OK to remove
access to experienced staff, and jeopardise the sustainability of our only free public service; a place where people
mix across generations and find value in learning, having aspirations and feeling safe to explore new ideas? If you
believe Penkridge needs a library, staffed by professionals, please speak up and ensure the future of our service.

The Staffordshire library consultation is open until Sunday 1st April, so please share your opinion by:

1. Completing an official consultation questionnaire. It is short, simple and available in the library, Haling Dene or
online at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/connectedlibraries. The more responses that are received, the better! You
don’t have to be a library member to have an opinion, so please ask everyone in your family to respond.

2. Attending the Penkridge Library Consultation drop-in session on Thursday 1st March, anytime from 4 -7pm at
Penkridge library. This is being run by the County Council, and is a good opportunity to ask questions and put
your thoughts directly to the decision makers.

3. Attending a Public Meeting on Thursday 22nd March, 7pm at Haling Dene. This is being run by the Friends of
Penkridge Library and Penkridge Parish Council to share information and hear your views before preparing a
formal response to the consultation.

Of course, the best way to support the library is to use it! You can become a member for free by applying online or
in person. Our service provides a range of books for all ages, large print and audio books, computer access, printing
and photocopying, free WIFI, and a host of activities for children and adults every week. For more information on
the consultation, or library service, please follow our Facebook page (Friends of Penkridge Library) or email us on
friendsofpenkridgelibrary@gmail.com. Many thanks for your support.

RY

