Week 3

The person who does the work is the only one who learns
15th December 2017

Dates for your diary
18th December
19th December

Christmas Concert 7.00pm (see attached letter.)
Christmas Jumper Day. School finishes 1.00pm. Students return to school 3rd January 2018.

Star Student of the Week
Week Beginning 4th December 2017

Year 5
Zachary Hubble
Katie-Rose Sturgess
Minh-Ann Simkiss
Joel Hemming
Year 7
Emma Wood
Phoebe Haviland
Callum Brassington
Lauren Hunt

Year 6
5JB
5LM
5CWK
5SJ

7LW
7EN
7JW
7KM

Neve Skidmore
Charley Wood
Lucy Nield
Henry Partington
Ethan Turner
Year 8
Ellie Swift
Harry Stevenson
Tina Kudhail
Zainib Shah

6SB
6AP
6LK
6CA
6PM
8SH
8SS
8RC
8BH

We are very close to the end of term now. Thank you to parents for your co-operation with the snow and the ice. We
also commend all of our students who behaved really sensibly on Tuesday and Wednesday, coping with changes to
routines due to the snow. We are glad to see that the temperatures look less extreme next week. We have also
reminded children the importance of staying away from busy roads, railways and the canal this week.
Today children enjoyed their Christmas dinners, sitting in their classes; as well as a special Christmas assembly this
morning. Next week, children will enjoy a film on Monday afternoon and a fun packed assembly on Tuesday morning,
before finishing at 1pm.
We are looking forward to launching #sorted after Christmas and welcoming Miss Charlotte and Miss Kelly to the PMS
Family. We are also pleased to have appointed Mr Clemmett, our new janitor, who is also starting after Christmas.
We would like to wish all of parents/carers, students and staff a very Happy Christmas and we hope that you can enjoy
some Festive Family Fun.
We look forward to seeing the children back in school on Wednesday 3rd January 2018.

Parentpay for school dinners

As part of PMS's commitment to improving efficiency within school, and, acting on feedback from parents, we
will be trialling the use of Parentpay for school dinners.
Therefore, as from the 1st January 2018, we will no longer accept cash and cheques as payment for school
dinners, instead payment will need to be made using your existing Parentpay account. If you wish your child
to take a school meal at lunch time please ensure that their Parentpay account is loaded with the appropriate
amount, in multiples of £2.20.
As a guide, costs are:




Daily
Weekly
Half Termly

£2.20
£11.00
£72.60 (03/01/2018 – 16/02/2018)

As this is a trial period, we would welcome your feedback should you experience any issues using the system
and we will attempt to resolve these as soon as possible.
Please note that only school dinners will be payable using this system and children will still need to bring in
cash to purchase food at breakfast drop-in, break time and additional items at lunch, such as slushies.
Should you require assistance with log on details please contact the School Office prior to 1st January.
Lisa Wright
Finance Assistant

Data checking sheet
Your child will be bringing home a Data sheet today, please complete and return as soon as possible. Thank you.

Christmas Jumper day - Tuesday 19th December
On the last day of term (Tuesday 19th), we are having a Christmas jumper day, in support of the Donna Louise Trust. We
are asking for a suggested donation of £1 each to come to school wearing non-uniform, including a Christmas
jumper/top, this can be bought or DIY. All money raised will be donated to the Donna Louise Trust, who help local
families in need. We’re already looking forward to seeing all your fabulous Christmas knits!

Snow Closure procedure
It is very rare that we close the school due to snow but if we do need to close we will send out a text message, post the
information on our school Facebook and Twitter and put the information on our school website. If any children arrive at
school, we will of course keep them and contact parents to arrange for them to safely return home.
If we did need to close during the school during the school day, then we ask you to follow the following procedure.
Again, we would send out a text and inform parents as above. We would of course keep children until parents were able
to collect them.

Full Closure During the School Day











All parents are to enter school through the main reception
Parents of Y5 report to the Y5 base, giving the name of their child to staff on the Y5 collection point. Please wait
for your child to be signed out at the desk and then leave the building via the Y6 cloakroom door to head round
the right side of the building towards the car park.
Parents of Y6 report to the Y6 base, giving the name of their child to staff on the Y6 collection point. Please wait
for your child to be signed out at the desk and then leave the building via the Y6 cloakroom door to head round
the right side of the building towards the car park.
Parents of Y7 and Y8 are to report to the main hall, giving the name of their child to staff on the Y7/8 collection
point. Please wait for your child to be signed out as you collect them from the desk and then leave the building
via the Y7 cloakroom door, turning left around the building towards car park.
If you’re collecting children and their siblings from different year groups, please collect the youngest first,
ensuring that each child is signed out from the relevant collection point.
If children are to walk home themselves, parents must inform the school before their child is allowed to leave
the school premises. Those pupils should be signed out from their year base collection points.

#SORTED – Before and After School Club
Thank you to all parents who have sent in forms and requested places. These are all booked in and confirmed and we
will be sending out instructions to those parents with how to pay for the sessions on ParentPay. We are also putting
together an info pack for the club which will be sent out next week and made available on our website.
We still have places available at the club for mornings and afternoons, so if you are keen please get in touch. We will also
be able to offer places to parents who need the club on an ‘as-and-when’ basis. All we ask is that you complete a
#sorted booking form in advance to register your child as a club member and to ensure that our club leaders have the
information they need. Ask at the office for the form or download it from the L’hebdo page on our website.
On that note, we would like to welcome our two #sorted leaders, Miss Kelly and Miss Charlotte, who are joining us in the
new year. They both have lots of experience running vibrant and engaging clubs for children in the local area. Many of
you will know them and they will be familiar faces to lots of the students.
If you have any questions at all about #sorted, please ask at the school office or email sorted@penkridge.staffs.sch.uk

Reading Café
After Christmas we will be introducing a ‘Reading Café’ on a Friday afternoon at 2.45-3.30pm in school. Students in a
particular class (see rota below) will be asked to bring their current reading book or their favourite reading book to the
‘Café’. A Parent/Grandparent for that child is invited into school to enjoy a hot drink and a cake/biscuit and sit and enjoy
listening to them read as well as talk about their book, using some guided reading questions which we will provide. This
is to promote an enjoyment of reading. If you are a working parent and are unable to make it then we will have a
number of Y8’s that will pair up with the students that are on their own. Year 8’s Café will have more of a Careers Focus
– more details will follow after Christmas.

Reading Café Rota
5CWK 12th January
5SJ 19th January
5JB 26th January
5LM 2nd February
6LK 9th February
6SB 16th February
6SE 2nd March
6AP 9th March
6PM 16th March
8BH 23rd March
8SH 20th April
8RC 27th April
7KM 4th May
7EN 11th May
7JW 18th May
7LW 25th May
8SS 8th June
5CWK 15th June
5SJ 22nd June
5JB 29th June
5LM 13th July

Professor McGinty Visits
Year 5: Thursday 26th April
Previously, I wrote in L’hebdo to explain that Professor McGinty was unable to visit school as planned. Professor McGinty
has been visiting for many years and was very disappointed to be unable to make the original date. I’m very pleased to
now inform you that the Professor will be able to visit on Thursday 26th April 2018 to support Year 5 with studies of
Ancient Greece. Thank you for all of your contributions and understanding.

Year 6: Tuesday 30th January

The Humanities department have arranged a visit from Professor McGinty which will run on Tuesday 30th
January 2018.
Professor McGinty – ‘The Time Travelling Detective’ will visit our school to present an interactive workshop
on the theme of the Victorians to Year 6 pupils.
Each class will have an hour’s workshop with the professor with exciting artefacts, special effects, sounds,
vision and music.
The visit is to complement your child’s learning about the Victorians in their Humanities lessons this year. The
Professor has been visiting the school for the many years and he is a very popular, knowledgeable and
entertaining performer.
As this visit takes place in school time it is necessary to ask for a voluntary contribution of £5 per student.
There is no obligation to contribute and no student will be omitted from the visit because they do not pay or
do not pay in full. However the visit cannot go ahead if the school does not receive sufficient parental
contributions. We would be grateful if you could donate using Parent Pay by Friday 12th January.
If there are any questions you would like to ask about the presentation, please do not hesitate to contact Mr
Cole (Head of Humanities) or your child’s class teacher.

Mr R Cole
Head of Humanities
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please only return if you’re not paying by Parent Pay
Presentation by Professor McGinty on Tuesday 30th January 2018.

PARENTAL CONSENT
I agree that my son/daughter/dependent can take part in this activity
I enclose the £5 to cover the costs of this presentation.
Name of son/daughter ……………………………………….. Class ………………………………

Signed…………………………………… Date…………… Person with Parental Responsibility

Tuesday

Visit to Stafford Castle 2018
March or Wednesday 21st March 2018

20th

We have arranged for the children in Year 7 to visit Stafford Castle as part of their studies in Humanities. The
team at the castle offer our students a wide range of experiences within and around the site to explore and
understand issues around the Norman conquest.
The students will leave for Stafford at 9.15am prompt and we hope to be back in time for the end of the school
day at 3.30pm, but this does depend on traffic. The students will need to bring a packed lunch for the day
(which should not include glass bottles). All students will be expected to wear their school uniform. Students
will also need to bring a coat.
Can I remind students that we are visiting a public place and they will need to be attentive and polite. Cooperation and good behaviour is paramount, not only for the reputation of the school, but also for the health
and safety of the students.
We are requesting a donation of £12 for each child which includes all transport costs and the costs of the tour.
Can parents please pay by Parent Pay by Monday 26th January 2018 or as soon as possible. Please also note
that if we do not have enough donations to cover the cost of the trip, the visit will not be able to go ahead and
we will incur charges from the bus company for cancellation.
Advance warning is needed of any participants with special medical or other needs to ensure all health and
safety considerations have been made.
Parents must inform the school of any relevant medical or other needs on the visit consent form. This form will
be issued two weeks prior to the visit and failure to complete this form will result in your child being unable to
attend the trip.
All bona fide educational visits undertaken by Penkridge Middle School are covered by ACE Insurance provided
through our Stafford County Council. This visit is considered to have only normal everyday risks and no further
insurance has been provided.
If you have any questions about this visit please do not hesitate to contact me.
Mr R Cole
Head of Humanities

Only complete the consent slip if not paying by ParentPay.

PARENTAL CONSENT FOR A SCHOOL VISIT
Please complete this form and return it to the school reception by Monday 26th January 2018
EDUCATIONAL VISIT TO: Stafford Castle
On Tuesday 20th March or Wednesday 21st March 2018 leaving school at 09:15AM. The predicted time of
return is 03:30PM.

Students will be travelling by coach and your child will be expected to be responsible enough to wear any
seatbelt provided until informed it may be released.
I understand this visit includes:
• Walking, therefore appropriate footwear, outdoor wear and school uniform must be worn.
I agree to my son/daughter attending the visit and I enclose a contribution of £12. I acknowledge that to be
included he/she will need to maintain responsible behaviour.

Name of son/daughter.................................................... Class......................................................
Signed......................................................... Date................... Parent with Parental Responsibility

Monday
8.15 a.m.—8.45 a.m.
Closed at lunch
Tuesday
12.30 p.m.—1.30 p.m.
Wednesday
8.15 a.m.—8.45 a.m.
12.30 p.m.—1.00 p.m.
Thursday
12.30 p.m.—1.30 p.m.
Friday
12.30 p.m.—1.30 p.m.

Supervised sessions in the library.

Physical Education update
Please read the information below to see the activities that your child/children will be learning next half term
(Wednesday 3rd January 2018 – Friday 16th February 2018) and the kit that they are required to bring to the
lesson.
Boys
Lesson 1

Y5*
Half -Swimming
Half - HRF

Lesson 2

Football

Y5#
Health
Related
Fitness/ OPS
Health
Related
Fitness/OPS

Y6
Gymnastics

Gymnastics

Y7
Y8
Orienteering Gymnastics
& problem
solving
Orienteering Gymnastics
& problem
solving

All boys’ PE lessons will require their PE top, black shorts, PE socks and trainers. Additionally, Y5* will continue
to require football boots and shin pads.

Girls
Lesson 1

Y5*
Half - Swimming
Half - HRF

Y5#
Dance

Y6
Hockey

Y7
Dance

Y8
Hockey

Lesson 2

Gymnastics

Dance

Hockey

Dance

Hockey

All girls’ lessons will require their PE top, black shorts, PE socks and trainers. Additionally, hockey will require
shin pads and we strongly advise a gum shield and protective glove/s for hockey.
KEY
*swimming group (5SJ/5JB). Swimming continues for this group until February half-term.
#non swimming group (5LM/5CWK). Swimming begins after February half-term 2018.
OPS – Orienteering/problem solving
HRF – Health related fitness

Year 5 students who are swimming (5SJ/5JB) will continue to do so until February half-term. The additional
students attending will have received a separate letter this half term stating the dates of their sessions. All
swimmers will need their costume/trunks, towel and cap, if required. Goggles can be worn if necessary
(permission must be obtained for wearing goggles. Letters are available from the School Office).

Work with us please…



Students can wear their red top or new PE fleece (boys) or black sweater or new PE fleece (girls) and
dark tracksuit bottoms, if the teacher deems it cold enough to wear them.
We have had quite a few students wearing the minimum kit in extremely cold temperatures. Please
ensure your child has extra layers provided (please see above)










Although gymnastics and dance are bare foot activities, socks and trainers are still required if the
weather forces boys and girls to join together for an indoor lesson.
Due to the disruption of kit organisation and issues this Autumn term, students will receive one
warning for that week they forget it (starting in January 2018). After this, they will be issued with a
lunchtime detention each time they forget part of or all of their kit in that half-term.
Students have been told to take care of their kit because it is too expensive to replace. Unfortunately,
losing it or misplacing it will not be a reason for not having it. The student will still have a week’s grace
from their warning to find their kit or replace it.
All long hair must be tied up in PE lessons.
Nails should be kept short.
Piercings, watches and friendship/wrist bands must be removed.

Please help us to reduce the disruption to our PE lessons.
Thank you for your continued support.

PE Department

Sportshall Athletics
On Monday 4th December, our Y7 and Y8 students participated in the first round of the Sportshall Athletics
competition at Aldersley Stadium. For those who are not familiar with this competition, this involves our
athletes performing in a set number of events, some individual and some in a team. The events are based
around running at speed, over distance and throwing and jumping. The competition format is Y7 boys, Y7 girls,
Y8 boys and Y8 girls.
The day involved other schools across the South Staffordshire district competing against each other in these
events. The schools in our category were Perton Middle, Brewood Middle and Cheslyn Hay High School.
Winners of the competition were the team that would qualify to go through to the County Championships on
Wednesday 28th February 2018, at Fenton Manor Sports Complex.
I have pleasure in publishing the confirmed results below. The points scored are also included.
Year 7 Girls
1 Perton 98
2 Penkridge 93
3 Cheslyn Hay 86
4 Brewood 79

Year 7 Boys
1 Brewood 90
2 Cheslyn Hay 89
3 Penkridge 88
3= Perton 88

Year 8 Girls
1 Penkridge 107
2 Perton 95
3 Cheslyn Hay 85
4 Brewood 72

Year 8 Boys
1 Brewood 101
2 Penkridge 89
3 Cheslyn Hay 86
4 Perton 85

As you can see from the results, Y7 boys and Y7 girls’ points were very close and Penkridge were putting
pressure on the leaders throughout the competition. Congratulations to our Y8 boys, coming 2 nd and to our Y8
girls who did incredibly well, storming ahead with their ability and determination, qualifying for the County
Championships – Congratulations!

Y7 TEAM
GIRLS

Serena Kudhail, Phillipa Brown, Francesca Lyons, Isabelle Beckett, Phoebe Foster, I P, Georgia Starr, Edie
Bracknell

Y8 TEAM
GIRLS

Maisie Norman, Ciara Shackleton, Annabel Black, Lucy Richardson, Darci Dobson, Lexi Heywood, M S.

YEAR 7 &
Y8 BOYS’
TEAM

Doug Hughes, Mason Goddard, Braden Webb, Luke Grice, Harrison Russon, Dan Hughes, Archie Russell, Rowan
Slater, F M, Tyler Hawley, Tom Kenyon, James Barnett, Tom Binns, Max Wyllie.

