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Thank you to parents and carers for supporting the Advent Fayre yesterday. The elves are busy counting up how 

much we raised and we will announce it in next week’s L’hebdo. The children, as always, did themselves proud 

arranging their stalls with the help of their Class Teachers, co-ordinated by the Learning Support Team. Well done 

everyone! Thank you also goes to the Office Ladies and the PTFA, who also worked hard to help support the event. 

Next Thursday is the school KS2 and KS3 discos. Please log onto Parent-pay to sign up. See poster attached to 

L’hebdo for more details.  

Please remember that if you haven’t signed up for your child to have a Christmas dinner then they will need to bring 

in a packed lunch on Wednesday as we will not be selling any alternative meals.  

Please remember that we finish at 1pm next Friday (20th December). Please ensure that your child knows how they 

are getting home on that day.  

From this morning, we now have large containers at the front of school. This is related to the new build which is 

starting straight after Christmas, during the first week. After Christmas, there will be a crossing at the top of the car 

park as the building compound will be at the top of the drive. Therefore, please can we remind parents not to drive 

up to the top car park unless they have permission to do so at the normal drop off and pick up times. If you are 

coming into the office at a different time, then you are most welcome to drive up to the top but our parking will be 

slightly reduced.  

In addition to this, we apologise that it has been quite muddy and wet by our mobile classrooms and children’s shoes 

have been getting muddy. We are having this area tarmacked during the second week back after Christmas all being 

well. This will mean classes usually taught in the mobile will be moved into the main building for a week. This will be 

disruptive for that week but in the long term this will be much better for all of the children and staff.  

The building work will be going on for much of the rest of the year, completed in the summer term. We will be 

having 3 large new teaching classrooms, a new music room and a new outdoor classroom area. The existing music 

room will extend our dining area and be used as an exciting large learning area in the future. This will be funded 

through S106 money due to the number of houses that are being built in the area. We are looking forward to having 

the extra space in school next year! 

Nothing is impossible, 
the word itself says ‘I’m possible!’ 
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On the last day of term, we will be having a Christmas Jumper (or festive top) day. If your child doesn’t have a 

specific Christmas top, then they can decorate an existing top. It is non- uniform so they can wear sensible non 

uniform trousers/ skirts/ shoes etc. In order to take part in the day please can they bring a contribution of £1 

that will go to the Donna Louise trust. 

                                                                                                

…

17th December 2019 Christmas Concert 

18th December 2019 PMS School Christmas Lunch 

19th December 2019 School Disco 
Y5&6 5.30-7pm 
Y7&8 7.30-9pm 

20th December 2019 Christmas Jumper Day 

20th December 2019 School finishes 1pm 

6th January 2020 School returns 

9th January 2020 Y6 SATS Evening 

16th January 2020 France Info Evening 

for week 2nd – 6th December 

Joel Hurd 5CWK Ted Cooper 6AG                      Evie Painter 7JWD Thomas McAleenan 8DH 

Caitlin Best 5JB Erin Howes 6AP Matthew Clitheroe 7KM Ethan Rowley 8HE 

Callum Paskin 5LK Calum Preston 6CA Sophie Rostron 7RCT Spencer Kirk 8JW 

Lilly Pearson 5RK Oliver Buss 6TG Kati-Rose Sturgess 7LW Ben Walmsley 8SH 

Evie Starr 5SE 
  

Amy Rudge 8SS 

 

Max Dodd (6AP)  Bobbie Lyons (6AP)  Sophie Shipman (6AP)  Grace Turnbull (6AP) 
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George Aldridge (7JWD)  Hannah Baker (8HE)   Lilia Barrett (5SE) 

Emma Binns (8SH)   Harry Boothby (7JWD)   Jessi Bradford (8SS) 

Isobelle Bramwell (8HE)  Joe Bramwell (8HE)   Sonny Carson (7RCT) 

Mia Cashmore (8HE)   Emily Chisnall (7JWD)   Sam Chisnall (5JB) 

Jennifer Cooke (6TG)   Jacob Godwin (8HE)    Millicent Godwin (7LW) 

Krishan Gough (8HE)   Imogen Griffiths (8SH)   Lydia Ham (8SS) 

Joseph Harvey (7RCT)   Aaron Heath (8DH)   Sam Hewitson (5SE) 

Andrew Hill (8SH)   Stephen Hill (8SH)   Molly Hodgetts (8DH) 

James Hodgkiss (8DH)  Andrew Hunt (7JWD)   Olivia Grace Kelly (5SE)  

Millie Lewis (8DH)   Alex Macey (8SH)   Rebecca Maiden (8HE) 

Cooper Marsh (8SH)   Harrison Mason-Smith (8SH)  Thomas McAleenan (8DH) 

Kieran McClurg (8HE)    Harriet McDonald (7RCT)  James Millard (8DH) 

Charlie Milner (6CA)   Joe Milner (8SS)   Ruby Milner (8SS) 

Erin Morris (8SH)   Ewan Newman (8HE)   Maple Norman (8DH)  

Abimae Phillips (8DH)   Evie-May Pitt (7RCT)   Edward Poulsom (8HE) 

Jack Price (8DH)   George Proffitt (5SE)   Nathan Proud (8DH) 

Connie Richards (5LK)   Ethan Rowley (8HE)    Amy Rudge (8SS)  

Holly Scott (5JB)   Jayden Stone (5JB)   Ella Taylor (5CWK) 

Tristan Taylor (8SH)    Jake Thornsby (8SS)   Alex Walker (5SE) 

Alfie Ward (8SS)   Jake White (8SS)    Jonathan Wood (5SE) 

William Wright (8SS)  
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Mme. Wilson 

 

Penkridge Middle School 
took part in the Christmas Tree Festival 

at St Michael’s Church 
with a tree inspired by ITV’s national #BEKIND 

campaign. 
The decorations were made by the children 

from #sorted 

Year 8 Study Visit to France. 

Parents’ and students’ 

information evening. 

  

  

Thank you for all your payments so far. 

As mentioned in my last letter, there will be an information evening in the school hall for 

the children going on the study visit to France and their parents on: 

Thursday 16th January 2020 at 7.00pm. 

I will send out a letter to give you further details about the evening immediately after 

Christmas. 

In the meantime: 

  



L’hebdo  13/12/19 

 

 



L’hebdo  13/12/19 

Reading matters!  
 
Here at Penkridge Middle School, we deeply value reading for pleasure and we are always looking 
for different ways to deepen our reading culture and widen the range of reading materials our 
students have access to. Our recent focus on ‘Commonwealth Poetry’ is causing quite a discussion in 
class time across the school and has really opened staff and students’ eyes up to a new genre of 
reading and interesting and unknown vocabulary.  
 
Interestingly, a recent survey has now linked reading regularly to financial capability: 
 

The Reading and financial capability report, funded by the Hymans Robertson Foundation, 
uncovered a crucial link between children’s reading skills and their ability to manage money, offering 
new hope for efforts to stem the UK’s debt epidemic which sees 37% of young people living in debt*. 

 
“We’ve long known that reading plays an important role in children’s educational success, mental 

wellbeing and even life expectancy. But we now know that reading is also fundamental to children’s 

ability to manage money – a skill that is increasingly important in preparing children for adulthood 

in a rapidly changing world. A third of young people in the UK are living in debt, and even more find it 

harder to manage their money than expected. Our research shows that the key to strengthening 

young people’s reading and financial skills lies in perseverance, and books are a fantastic way to help 

children develop this quality. The more children read and enjoy books, the brighter their financial 

futures will be.” 

Jonathan Douglas, Director, National Literacy Trust 

 

This survey only adds value to our recently revamped reading expectations. As a reminder, we’re 

including these expectations on the L’Hebdo every week from now on:  

We expect students to:  

1. Read daily and log it in planners.  
2. Read to an adult 3 times a week and have it signed.  

Suitable reading material includes magazines, newspapers, novels, short stories, graphic novels, 
comics, picture books, manga, online articles, chapter books, information leaflets… 

There are no sanctions for the lack of reading; it would simply be to the detriment of the student’s 
progress in reading. However, those students who are reading regularly and logging it can earn an 
extra 2 positive points and those who read to an adult and have it signed will achieve a further 3 
positive points! This total of 5 points is equivalent to 1 merit! That could equate to an extra 39 
merits over the year. Wow!  

For further advice on reading with your child, please see the following links: 

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/7-11 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/encouraging-reading-ages-9-11/ 
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Give the gift of a book  

With Christmas fast approaching, we thought it’d be a great idea to share some new books which would make the 

perfect Christmas present for your child: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/booklists/ 

https://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/carnegie-current-shortlist.php 

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/searchbooks?keys=&field_booksuitable_value_many_to_one=9-12 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/ 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/ 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/awards-and-prizes/current-prizes/blue-peter-book-awards/blue-peter-

book-awards-archive/blue-peter-book-awards-2019/ 

 

The Blue Peter Book Award for Best Story 2019 was The Boy at the 
Back of the Class. Onjali Rauf's first book tells the story of how one 

ordinary nine-year-old child and three classmates are full of empathy 
for Ahmet (the boy at the back of the class), who comes to their school 
as a refugee from Syria. Through their sensitivity, curiosity, ingenuity, 

bravery and innocent niceness, they make a massive impact on 
Ahmet's life, friends, class, school, community and wider world. 

This is the book sitting on my bedside table just now and I just can’t 
put it down! (Mrs Gutteridge)  

 

In 2007, when a new edition of the Oxford Junior Dictionary ― widely used in 
schools around the world ― was published, a sharp-eyed reader soon noticed 

that around forty common words concerning nature had been dropped. 
Apparently, they were no longer being used enough by children to merit their 

place in the dictionary. The list of these “lost words” included acorn, adder, 
bluebell, dandelion, fern, heron, kingfisher, newt, otter, and willow. Among 

the words taking their place were attachment, blog, broadband, bullet-point, 
cut-and-paste, and voicemail. The news of these substitutions ― the outdoor 

and natural being displaced by the indoor and virtual ― became seen by many 
as a powerful sign of the growing gulf between childhood and the natural 

world. Ten years later, Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris set out to make a 
“spell book” that will conjure back twenty of these lost words, and the beings 
they name, from acorn to wren. By the magic of word and paint, they sought 
to summon these words again into the voices, stories, and dreams of children 

and adults alike, and to celebrate the wonder and importance of everyday 
nature. 

All the students know how enamoured I am with this. How beautiful 
it is and how awful that these words are at risk for being forgotten 
forever! (Mrs Gutteridge)  

The content of this is quite 
controversial - but that's 
what reading should 

Xiomara, a fierce teenage girl of Dominican heritage, is starting to 
notice boys, but her strict Catholic parents have decided that there will 
be absolutely no contact with the opposite sex until marriage. Her twin 
brother, always the apple of their parents’ eye, is also struggling with 

his own emergent attraction to another boy. 
Yet when Xiomara sits next to Aman in science class, she can’t deny the 
attraction – and starts to question why she would want to. At the same 
time, a new teacher at school starts a slam poetry club, and Xiomara’s 
notebook, filled with the poetry she is too shy to share with anyone, 

yearns to be shouted, sung, confessed. 
 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/booklists/
https://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/carnegie-current-shortlist.php
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/searchbooks?keys=&field_booksuitable_value_many_to_one=9-12
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/awards-and-prizes/current-prizes/blue-peter-book-awards/blue-peter-book-awards-archive/blue-peter-book-awards-2019/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/awards-and-prizes/current-prizes/blue-peter-book-awards/blue-peter-book-awards-archive/blue-peter-book-awards-2019/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-boy-at-the-back-of-the-class/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-boy-at-the-back-of-the-class/
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explore! Furthermore, it 
has been recommended at 
the Middle School 
Network area meetings,  
run by  Staffordshire 
County Council.  

This is on my Christmas list. WINNER OF THE CILIP CARNEGIE MEDAL 
2019, it’s sure to be a super read! (Mrs Gutteridge).  
 

 
 
The content of this book 
does include some more 
mature language in the 
form of the journals kept 
by these explorers. 
Parents may wish to read 
it through first before 
gifting to students.  

The sketchbooks and journals presented here allow us the opportunity to 
share, through their own eyes and thoughts, the on-the-spot reactions of 
around 70 intrepid individuals as they journeyed into frozen wastes, high 

mountains, barren deserts and rich rainforests. Some are well known, such as 
Captain Scott, Charles Darwin, Thor Heyerdahl and Abel Tasman; others are 

unfamiliar, including Adela Breton, who braved the jungles of Mexico to make 
an unparalleled record of Maya monuments, and Alexandrine Tinne, who died 
in her attempt to be the first woman to cross the Sahara. Here are pioneering 

explorers and mapmakers, botanists and artists, ecologists and 
anthropologists, eccentrics and visionaries, men and women. A handful of 
living explorers, including Wade Davis, provide their thoughts on the art of 

exploration.  
Often battered and neglected, stored away and perhaps long forgotten, many 
of these sketchbooks have themselves awaited rediscovery. Now is the chance 

to open them again... 

I LOVE a good non-fiction text; especially one with such exciting 
history. We have much to learn from these explorers and this text 
provides a vehicle for us all to experience just what exploring is all 
about. It’s an adult book filled with wonder, magical adventure and 
excitement (Mrs Gutteridge).   
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Visit to Quarry Bank Mill 2020 
 

October 2019 
Dear Parent/Guardian  
 
We have arranged for the children in Year 6 on Thursday 30th January 2020 to visit Quarry Bank Mill as 
part of their studies in History. The National Trust team are experts at bringing to life our Y6 study of the 
Industrial Revolution. 
 
We are requesting a donation of £15 for each child which includes all transport costs, National Trust 
membership and the costs of the tour. Please pay by Parent Pay by Thursday 19th December 2019 or as 
soon as possible.  As always, please also note that if we do not have enough donations to cover the cost of 
the trip, the visit will not be able to go ahead and we will incur charges from the bus company and visit 
provider for cancellation. 
  
The students will leave for Quarry Bank at 9.15am prompt and return slightly after the end of a normal 
school day at approximately 4pm, but this does depend on traffic. The students will need to bring a packed 
lunch for the day (which should not include glass bottles). All students will be expected to wear their 
school uniform and appropriate warm weather clothing for the time of year. As much of our day will be 
outside, students may wear appropriate alternative footwear such as walking boots instead of school 
shoes.  
  
Students should be aware that we are visiting a place open to the public and they will need to be attentive, 
sometimes silent and at all times respectful. Cooperation and good behaviour is paramount, not only for 
the reputation of the school, but also for the health and safety of the students.   
 
A medical form will follow in the new year once payments have been received. However, advance warning 
is needed of any participants with special medical or other needs to ensure all health and safety 
considerations have been made.  
 
Before and during the visit all students are expected to follow the school rules at all times and any 
failure to do so will result in them forfeiting their place on the trip. 
 
The deadline for completing paying £15 via ParentPay is Friday 19th December 2019. 
 
Thank you in advance for all donations that make it possible for this visit to run.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mr R Cole 
Head of Geography, History, RE & KS3  
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